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FORMS CREATION METHOD AND E-COMMERCE METHOD 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to forms creation software and e- 
5 cx^mmerce, and more particularly, to a method, system and software for creating and 
maintaining higlily scalable and fitlly functional, muld-5tq> web-based forms and the 
creation of a ihulti*tieiied e-commerce method and system. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

There is a q)ecific problem with current forms development software in that they 
10 are not scalable, and are not easily implemented across different computer systems* Sudi 
prior art systems typically require experienced programmers to design the forms on ttiose 
, ^sterns. 

There is also the problem of controlling the workflow in e-commerce q)erations/ 
particularly those e-commerce c^radons usmg multiple components. 
IS These problems have not been solved m die priw art. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Briefly, in a first a^ect the present invention comprises an integrated development 
method for creating forms » inchiding the steps of: storing at least one schema for a form 
in a first file at a computing resource, wherem^ the schema comprises minimal user 

20 interface representations; accessing at least one template of a form in at least one second 
file separate from the first file at a computing resource, wherein eadi of the templates 
comprises a user interface rq)resehtation of die form; selecdng one of die at least one 
. template and one of the at least <me schema; and creating at least one linking file that 
links die selected schema and the selected template. 

25 In a further a^ect of the invention, a method is provided to publish forms 

comprising the steps of: creating a schema; providing a list of predefined templates; 
selecdng a template; selecting a publishing destination: and linking the schema to the 
selected template. 
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In yet a further aspect of the present invention, a method is provided for creating a 
regular expression file comprising the steps of: inputting and pr^enting a name for a 
regular expression; inputting and presenting a pattern for a regular expression that is to 
be used in a validation engine; inputting and presenting an error message for user inputs 
5 that do not match the pattern; inputting at least me lest case; and cmnparing die lest case 
to the pattern; and presenting a message in re^nse to the comparison step. 

In a further a^ect of the present invention, a. navigation en^e program product 
is provided^ comprising: a conq)uter usable medium having computer readable program 
code embo^ed therein comprising: first code for transformmg data-centric hierarchical 

10 storage and retrieval mechanism data to presentation language; second code for receiving 
data in presentati(m language and ccmverthig the received data to the data-centric 
hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism; third code for perfonmng attribute based 
validation on the data; fourth code for providing navigation among present pa^; and 
fifth code for saving the data in respoose to a command. 

15 In yet a further 3spcct of the present mvention, a method for processing forms oa 

a user-interf^ program is provided, comprismg the steps of: receiving an engine and a 
file with a form includmg a schema and a template in a daia-oentric hierarchical storage 
and. retrieval mechanism; transformmg with the engine the form from die data-centric 
hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism into presen^on langua^ and presenting 

20 the form at the user-interface prt^gram; receiving user input data in die presentation 
language; converting the user iiq>ut data to the data-centric hierarchical storage and 
retrieval mechanism; performing attribute based validation on the converted user input 
data; incorporating any error detected in the validation step in the data-centric 
hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism into the form schema or separate form 

25 schema; converting the any error mto presentation langua^ and presenting an error 
message assodated therewith to the user; allowing the user to correct the user input data, 
if necessary; and saving the user input data. 

In a yet fiirdier aspect of the present inventim, a runtime environment method for 
an electronic forms i^lications is provided, comprising the steps of: receiving a forms 

30 request from a user-interfiace program; determining if (he user-interfiace program is 
compatible or not compatible with a data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval 
medianism; sending from a computing resource to the user-interface program, if the 
user-interface program is compatible with die language, a schema file containing form 
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information to be inserted into a form template and a form navigation engine and a form 
iiq>ut validation engine; if the user-inter&ce program is not. compatible widi die storage 
and retrieval mechanism, sending user input information' to the computing resource for 
processing and sending a presentation language version of form pages resulting from the 
S computing resource processing back to the user-interface program. 

In a yet further aspect of the present invention^ a method for creating a form file 
is provided comprising the stq>s of: storing in a form iile a path to a schema in a first 
file at a storage location; storing in the form file a path to a template in a second file 
different from the first file at a storage location; and storing die form file at a user 
10 location. 

In a yet further aspect of the present invention, a method for performing 
customized actioiis in a compating environment is provided, comprising the steps of: 
providing at least one selector file, each selector file containing at least one selector 
pattern and associated with an acti(Hi set diat contains at least one action, herein the at 

IS least one action contams at least an eAgent ID and an associated action document ID; 
obtaining a document for processing from a queue; searching the document for a match to 
at least one of the selector patterns of the selector files; if a match is found for one of the 
selector patterns, executing the at least one action in- the Actionset associated with the 
matched selector file, including loading an eAgent specified by the eA^t ID; and the 

20 eAgent reading an action document spedfied by said associated action document ID and 
performing an action specified therein. 

In yet a further aqiect of the present invention, a system for generating forms in a 
computing environment is provided, comprising: a schema database; a template database 
separate from the schema database; at least one linkage file, each containing code to link 

25 3i selected schema with a selected template; a database of validation patterns sqparate from 
the schema database and the template database; and a database of query infonnatira 
separate from die schema database and the template database. 

In yet a furdier aspect of the present invention, a system for performing actions on 
docunaents m a computing environment is provided, comprising: a selector file database 

30 containing a plurality of selector files; an Actionset database containing a plurality of 
Actionsets, \H4ierein each selector file is associated widi exacdy one Actionset; an eAgent 
specific action document database containing a plurality of action documents that are 
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specific to eAgents; wbereiD each Acdonset in the Actionset database is associated with at 
least one action document. 

In yet a further aspect of the present mvention, a computer program product for 
an integrated development environment is provided, comprising: a computer usable 
S medium having a computcF readable code embodied Aerein, including: presentation host 
code, die presentation host code inchiding shared user interface and logic code 
components, code for reading a IDE configuration, and code for loading any IDE 
component code and business logic components code as defined in the IDE configuration; 
at least one IDE component code loaded by the presentation host on the user-interface 
10 program, die IDE component code including a user interface; at least one business logic 
cosqxment code loaded by die presentation host on the user-bterface program, the 
business logic component code defining the interrelationships between objects represented 
in the user inter£ace. 

In a yet further aspect of the presait invention, an integrated develq)mmt 

IS environment method is provided, comprising the steps of: loading onto a computer 
resource .code iii a tieied architecture comprising: a presentation host tier that inchides 
presentadoQ host code, the presentation host code indudmg shared user interbce and 
logic code components, code for reading an IDE configuration, and code for loading any 
IDE component code and business logic components code as defined in the IDE 

20 configuration; an IDE component tier, including at least one IDE componrat code loaded 
by the presentation host on die user-interface program, die IDE component code 
inchicfing a user inter&ce; a business logic component tier, inchiding at least one business 
logic compcment code loaded by the presentation host on die user-interface program, the 
bpsmess logic componem code cfefining the interrelationships between objects represented 

25 in the user inter£aoe; a data access abstiaction layer tier, including a data access 
abstraction layer code that allows business components code to read and write information 
to/fr<Hn a computing resource; and communicating with a remote ccHnputing resource 
through use of die data access abstraction layer code. 

In a yet further aspect of the present invention, a computer program product is 

30 provided comprising: a medium with machine-readable code stored thereon which gives 
the ability to its computer to perform form creation tasks, including: first code for 
facilitating a schema database; second code for facilitating a template database sqjarate 
from the schema database; third code for facilitating at least one linkage file, each 
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containing code to link a selected schema from the schema database with a selected 
template from die template database; fourth code for focilitating a database of validation 
patterns separate from the schema database and the template database; and fifth code for 
facilitating a database of query iaformadon separate from the schema database and the 
template database. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a schematic block diagram showing the system architecture for the forms 
creation system and method of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a static block diagram of the overall invention architecture, including die 
forms creation system and method in combination with the e-commerce system. 

Fig. 3 is a process workflow blodc diagram for a client*side processing software 

design. 

Fig. 4 is a workflow block diagram for a server-side processing software design. 
Fig. S is a process workflow block diagram of a forms publishing software 
process. 

Fig. 6 is a static block diagram of an eAgent architecture. 

Fig. 7 is a process workflow block diagram forihe eAgent architecture software. 

Fig. 8 is a static block diagram of an integrated development system for an e- 
commerce architecture. 

Fig. 9 is a schematic diagram of a forms schema. 

Fig. 10 is a schematic diagram of a regular expressions schema. 

Fig. 11 is a schematic diagram of a query schema. 

Fig. 12 is a schematic diagram of a templates schema. 

Fig. 13 is a schematic diagram of a template, schema. 

Fig. 14 is a schematic diagram of a publishing folder schema. * 

Fig. IS is a schematic diagram of an integrated development »vironment schema. 

Fig. 16 is a sdiematic diagram of an XML selector schema. 

Fig. 17 is a sdiematic diagram of an Actionset schema. 

Fig. 18 is a sdiematic diagram of an action query eAgent schema. 

Fig. 19 is a schematic diagram of a qurae config schema. 

Fig. 20 is a schematic block diagram of a system for performing actions on 
documents. 
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Fig. 21 IS a schematic diagram illustrating the publishing wizard-PubIish.ASP 
interaction between the IDE and the server* 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The present invention, in a preferred embodiment, may incorporate technologies, 
inchiding: 

Extensible Markup Language (XML), both as an object store and as a <hta 
store for flexibility, extensibility and easy integration with other systems. 

• Extensible Stylesheet Language (XSL) and JavaScript, using the XML 
DOM as the transformation engine, for transforming the meta data of a 
form mto an HTML form and for transforming one XML implementation 
into anotl^r. 

• Cascading Style Sheets (CSS), for manipulating the display of die XML 
Data. 

• Dynamic HTML, for making use of client-side processing and updating 
page information without needing a roundtrip to the server* 

• Regular Expressions, to enable validation and transformations of entered, 
data. 

• Acdve Server Pages (ASP) for support of a multiple browser ravironment. 

• COM components, for packaging complex segments of the process into 
more mochitar and scalable sections. 

• JavaScript, for validation and client-side navigation logk:, as well as sever- 
ade ASP code. 

• Microsoft Transaction Server (MTS)> for supptnting a large number of 
concurrent users, 

• A queue-based approach (using the file system or a message queue 
server), for maximum scalability, reliabili^, response tune as well as 
integration witfi other systems* 

• A temidate-based approach, where template designers can design the 
templates diat "plug in** to the present invention, thus providing a highly 
customizable look and feel, 9s well as sq>aration and specialization of 
tasks. 
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• An ActiveX based integrated development environment (IDE), for 
maiiipulation of XML files over the Internet using HTTP and the ability 
to associate Ac present invention with a template over the web - all using 
a graphical user interfece (GUI). This obviates the need for the forms 
designer to learn any of the above technologies to create and maintain the 
present invention. 

It should be noted that although the preferred embodiment is described in the 
context of current langMage types such as XML» HTML, CSS« and the other listed 
languages and conventions for ease of reader understanding* it is not intended to limit the 
invention to diese languages and convrations. For example, the references to.XML can 
be rq>laced by any data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism; and HTML 
can be replaced by any q>propriate preisentation langua^. 

A number of terms that are used throughout die specificatim are defined below. 

Data-centric Hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism 

A data«qentric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism comprises the ability 
to store and retrieve hierardiically organized data. It incluctes both the format in which 
the data gets stored, as well as how to access the hierarchically organized data. 

Action Document 

A document that defines parameters for an action in the data-centric hierarchical 
storage and retrieval mechanism. 
Routing Document 

A routing document contains a document and tracks actions executed on the 
document by the e Agents. 
Action 

An action can contain one or more processes that may or may not be executed by 
an eAgent 

eAgent 

An eAgent is a software compcment that performs the action on the routing 
document and on die associated aciticin document. 
Queue. 

A queue can be a folder, mailbox, queue server or any computing resource 
capable of queuing data. 

Code for facilitating a database 
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Code for facilitadog a database encompasses the ability to set up, manipulate 
and/or maintain a database. 
Schema or Metadata 

Metadata or sdiema are data diat describe the aspects of a form that change from 
5 form to fonn, excluding ihe exact (gnphiad) presentation. Examples will be provided 
below. The terms ''schema" and ''metadata'* are used interchangeably in this applicadon. 
System Itequiranents 

The user of die present invention who wants to fill out a form only requires a 
browser capable of HTML 3.2 or other presentation language and basic CSS support, 
10 e.g. Internet Explorer 4«0 or above, Netscape Communicator 4.0 or above. 



The following table lists tbe requirements for the forms desi^r and the server on 
whidi the present invention are used at die present time: 



Description 


Forms Designer 


Serrer 


Operating System 


Windows 95, Windows 98» 
Windows NT 4.0 
(workstation or server) or 
Windows 2000 (workstation 
or server) 


Windows NT 4.0 Server with 
service pack 4 (or above) and 
Option Pack (IIS 4 and MTS)« 
or IKIndows 2000 Server 


Additional Software 


Internet Esqilorer 5 


Internet Explorer 5 


Minimum RAM 


32MB 


128 MB 


Hard drive space 
available 


10 MB 


SMB 



Referring now to Fig. 1 there is shown a block diagram of tiie forms creation 
IS system of the present invention. The individual components shown in this figure will be 
described, followed by a description of how these components are controlled using 
flowchaits of the software of the present mvention. The q>ectfic XML vocabularies used 
will be covered in a later section^ that will indude a tree diagram, eacplanation and 
samples. 
20 Scheina Library 

An important a^ect of die present invention is tbe use of Meta data or schema. 
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As noted above, Metadata or schema are data chat describe the aspects of a fonn 
that change from form to form^ excluding the exact (graphical) presentation. Examples 
include but are not limited to . 

> Name and caption of afield 

5 > Help text 

> What control type to use 

> Whether the field is required and any other validation nile 

> Whether to provide the user of the form with a lookup list, and the entries of the list 

The following are examples of what would not constitute Meta data or be part of 
10 the schema. 

> Color (background, font, etc.) 

> Fonts (type, size, bold, italic. 
' > Posidoning 

> Graphical elements, including lines, cirdes, logos, etc« 

15 > HTML tags for di^lay of input controls, e.g. < INPUT> , eto. 

Using this approach allows the separation of content from di^lay, and the 
possibility to change each one completely independently of the other. 

The schema of a form is rqprescnted are typically represented in a specific XML 
or other data-centric hierarchical vocabulary, that includes those elements and attributes 
20 needed to describe a form, but not its di^lay implementation. 

An extremely simplified example would look like this: 

<form name=*'Registration'' > 

< field name- ''FifstName'' requircd=*tnic''/> 

<field name^^LastName" required»''true"/> 
25 <fieldnamess''eMaiI* requir^»'*tnie"/> 

</fonn> 

The schema would be created by a forms designer and stored in a schema library 
10. The schema library 10 provides &e forms designer with the ability to reuse 
individual sections or fields or the entire schema in other forms. Any storage 
30 configuration may be utilized including remote and/or distributed storage accessible over 
a network, over the Internet, or in any other convenient fashion, 

-9- 
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Query library 

In one aspect of the invention^ in order to present the forms designer with a list of 
valid entries to populate form fields* die present invention provides the ability to gather 
die data for list/lookup from any ODBC/OLE DB compliant database^ including SQL 
5 Server* Acoess, Oracle, DB 2, DBase» Informix, Sybase, Microsoft Exchange and odiers. 

Instead of including the necessary information for executing a query directly into 
the native schema of a form, the present invention uses a query library 12 to store queries 
and only references them inside die native schema of the forms by the given name of the 
query. This results in the ability to have a central repository 12 of all database-related 
10 queries for ease in making changes and flexibility. Queries can be changed in<^pendently 
of the forms that are usiag them, and any saved dianges take immediate effect. 

The queries themselves are defined using a specific XML vocabulary, and the 
connection information (o the databases, in a preferred embodiment, is kept in MioDsoft 
Data Link Files (udl files). 
15 Note that to facilitate the use of the query library to facilitate a central change to a 

query that is used in a plurali^ of different schema, the present invention, in a preferred 
embodiment, stores the schema in the schema library 10 in both a native schema format 
and a compiled format In the native schema format, the schema includes one or more 
links to the query library at those sections of the form fields and sections that are to 
20 incorporate a particular query therein. Hie compiled schema format is also stored and 
incorporates the query itself, rather than a link to the query* 

Updating a ^ven schema with changes made to <mc or more queries would 
typically be accomplished simply by recompiling the schema. Alternatively, the updating 
can also be programmed io be accomplished at runtime, 
25 . VaBdatfon Libraiy 

A validation library of regular expressions 14 . is provided diat contams a list of 
regular expressicms. 'Regular expressions' is a pattern matching techndlogy; diat allows 
for the comparison of an input string against a pattern (regular expresaon), and that 
evaluates whether the pattern is found in the input string. In this way, a variety of 
30 validations can be executed when a user inputs data into an electronic form, mchicfing 
checking for valid email, zip, state, phone, SSN, etc. Each regular expression is given a 
user-friendly name and is called from the schema library 14 by the forms designer using 
thai name. The regular expressions library 14 may conveniently store the regular 
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expressions in XML or other convenient data^ntric hierarchical storage and retrieval 
mechanism. 

The same approach may be used as was used for the query library. The native 
schema stored at in the schema library 10 may include one or more links to regular 
5 expressions stored in the regular ejq^ressions library 14. The compiled schema stored in 
file schema library 10 would include the particular regular expression without the link to 
the regular expression library 14. Accordingly-, regular- expressions can be updated by 
one'central Qhange to the regular expression library 14» which change an be propagated 
through all of the schraia in the schema hbrzry 10 using that regular expression shnply 
10 by recompiling the particular schema. 
Templates 

A Template is a collection of files, that may include ASP, CSS, images and other 
convenient items, which define the layout of the page in which the forms using that 
template are rendered. The layout typically includes the company logo and a navigation 
IS bar to allow the user to navigate to other pages of the site, plus the look and feel of the 
page, including colors, fonts, portioning, and other aspects. 

The present invention enables leveragmg the full power of ASP/HTML/CSS to 
format the page most ways that the forms designer may wish to di^lay the fonn. The 
template files can be designed with any tool that can create ASP/HTML/CSS, including 
20 Front Page» Visual InterDev» Dream Weaver or even a simple text editor. The templates 
that are created are stored in a tmplate library 16. . 

To make an ASP page a template, a designer simply needs to enter appropriate 
Imes of code into his/her ASP page (done automatically when the form is published to the 
Web) and create additional descriptions, in associated XML files. 
2S The present invention allows the forms designer to easily select a tnnplate from 

the template database 16 with which to assodate a schema. 
Display and Navigation Engine 
Taslcs. 

Also included in the system is a display and navigation engine that performs the 
30 following tasks 

> Transforms the XML forms into HTML forms. (-> Forms translator) 

> Takes the input into HTML forms and transfers the data back into XML 
forms. (-> Forms extractor) 
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> Performs validation logic that only allows submission of valid data and notifies 
users of errors and what iieed3 to be corrected. 

> Di^Iays a preview page for user verification of entries. 

> Page na^gation to aDow moving forward and badcward« including ensuring 
that any entered data are saved (i.e., NEXT, PREVIOUS, SUBMIT). 

> Saves the submitted form data and relevant schema into a queue (the preferred 
implementation uses file system as a queue). 

In order to accomplish the foregoing tasks several components are used. What 
they are and bow they are used is described in the following sections. 
C3ieiit-Side vs. Server-Sde processing 

In a preferred embodiment, there are two versions of the di^lay and navigation 
engine 18. For clients that use Internet Explorer 5 (IB 5} or other browsers that are 
compatible with a data«centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism, a substantial 
portion of the processing may take place on the client-side (browser). For other clients 
that are not compatible with a data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval n^hanism, 
all the processing occurs on the server. Both versions share some components / 
component logic, while some parts are specific to each version. 

This preferred embodiment using two types of di^iay and navigation engines is 
utilized in order to support a substantial number of browsers. Note that the display and 
navigation engine for IE 5 and other similar type browsers use the client-side 
functionality to offload processing to the client and thereby obtain improved performance 
(no server round trips) and higher scalability (less server processing needed). 

At the present time Internet Exptorer 5 comes with sufficient support for the XML 
DOM (Data Object Model)« XML data islands, XSL and DHTML (Dynamic HTML), 
whidi are used to implement a client-side version of the present mvention. . Future 
browsers that support diese or comparable technologies will also support client-side 
processing. 

Fomis Traoslator 

Current browsers have no standard way of displaying any XML or other data- 
centric hierarchical elements in a meaningful way. The present invention usfes a forms 
translator in the display and navigation engine 18 to transform the XML forms into 
HTML firms. 
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The forms translator, in the present design, is implemented primarily as XSL style 
sheets. The Extensible Stylesheet jLanguagc (XSL) allows the transformation of XML 
into anotfier form of XML, HTML or any other text based format. 

The forms translator maps in a standard fashion the relevant XML elements and 
5 attributes to HTML elements and attributes, and supports multiple rontrois, field level 
help, error messages: 

Forms Extractor 

Once die data has been entered into the HTML form by a user, the data must be 
extracted again into XML by the di^lay and navigadbn.engine 18. The mechanism used 
• 10 to accomplish this is a naming convention. The format for tl^s convention is as follows: 
fld_<contioltypc>_<5ectionnamc>_<fieldname> 

where : • * 

*'J* is the defimicer that separates the parts to be parsed 

"fid^ £ the ptefkidikhmdtcates that a fom variable br^ 

15 <ccmtroltype> is a descriptive (not necessarily directly listed in die XML DOM structure, for 
exampk '*selectmulti" mi^t reqime a match of controltype attribirte='selecf and muhiplselect 
* attdbiite='7es^ term used to unique^ identify a control type in the XML schema. A control type is 
a reference to the XML representation of an PTTML display type, sudi as text box or select This 
approach allows the forms designer to define custom control, sudi as a date picker control, ivhich 

20 constitutes a composition of sereral simple controls. 

<sectionname> and <&ldname> are the name identifiers of die section/field 

The server*5ide version uses the ASP Request object to retrieve the information 
entered^ and using the naming convention above transfers the information into XML. 
The client-side version uses DHTML, in the preferred embodiment. 
25 The conversion to the data-centric hierarchicai storage and retrieval mechanism 

may occur ahnost simultaneously with the data entry, or may occur periodically, or may 
convenientiy occur when the user clicks NEXT. 
Validation 

Most typical validation in the. prior art acts directly on the user interface. This 
30 ^roach tighdy couples die validaticm to the display mechanism and offers litde 
flexibility. 

The present inventive approach allows the validation to work no matter what user 
interface has been chosen. This is accomplished via the di^iay and navigation engine 18 
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by first ccmvertiiig the tnfonnadon fiom die display to the XML or other data-centric 
hieraichical storage and retrieval mechanism » and only then perfonning the validation on 
the XML converted data* 

By using this approach, the same source code (or the same logic) can be used by 
both the client and the server-side version of the validation software, and the present 
invmtion is able to support changes in the user interfiaioe without having to change the 
validation logic. 

The validation logic in the display and navigation mgine 18 itself also does not 
ccmununicate directly with the user interface once errots have been found. Instead it 
flags the erroneous field/section by including an error message inside the XMLrConvened 
data. This offers the advantage of being able to customize how the error message is 
di^layed to the end user. 

The validation component funcdons to check every fiteld for all validation rules 
defiiied and st<q>s processing that field/section (Hice/if the first enm has been found* 

Anodier key part about llie validation is the ability to use attribute^based 
validation. Examples of attribute-based validation are '^re^piired," ^'maxlragtfa/ 
''mmlength," "minvalue/ '^maxvahie/ and ''pattern.* All tiiat the forms designer needs 
to do is specify a value for that attribute^ and the validation component will ensure that 
the validation is performed accordingly, and the display engine will ensure the error is 
communicated to the end user. 

By using this approach, non-programmer forms designers can perform 95% or 
more of the typical validation on most of the forms without having to do any 
programming. 

Preview Page 

The preview page for the display and navigati<m engine 18 is simply a read only 
view of the aq>tion and values of die fields entered by die end user. The current 
implementation of the innovation uses an XSL style sheet for the diq;>lay. 

Page Navigation 

Page navigation on the client is handled by local Jscript in a preferred embodiment 
in order to implement die NEXT, PREVIOUS, AND SUBMIT commands. 

Note that die server*side version of the display and navigation engine 18 (for 
nonXML compatible browsers) needs lo keep track of the current section being diq>iayed 

^14- 



wo 01/37170 



PCTAJSOO/31221 



to &e user. This is accomplished by passing a section number as a hidden textbox for 
every display. 

Maintaining st^ 

The data entered by the end user is transferred into the XML document that 
5 contains the schema. For the client*side version of the present invention, there is no 
other problem associate with maintaining state. 

For the server-side, version of the invration, additional code has to be added, 
because HTTP is a connection-less protocoL The solution used by the present invention 
is. to store the XML converted data asa file with a unique identifier on the server, and to 
10 pass this unique identifier in a bidden textbox from page to page. In this way any 
previously entered data is available when navigating among pages. 
Sabmission 

The typical action in prior art designs when an end user is submitting form data 
(which generally will occur when the end user clicks SUBMrT) is to direcdy and 
IS synchnmously act on the data, e.g., write to the ^tabase, send emails* etc. This 
approach results in the end User being required to wait until all these actions are 
completed, and in case of the database being offline, the user losing all of his/her data. 

The present invention instead uses a queue-based approach, where all data entered 
and relevant sdiema are simply written to a queue, and an acknowledgement is sent to die 
20 user for Us/her submission. 

The queue medianism has several advantages: 

• Quicker stte response time. The user does not need to wait until die 
actions based on his input are performed. 

• Queues don^t lose data even if the connection betweaa the Business 
2S Titf Server and the Database Server is down. Messages will continue to 

be queued in the queue, and processing will continue as soon as the 
connection is. restored. 

• Forms a log file of transactions* Allows for every insen request to be 
logged. 

30 • Independent changes— the processing performed on the submitted data 

can be changed completely independentiy from the forms diemselves, as 
long as the structure of the form message remains the same. 
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It should be noted that in the preferred embodiment, the client-side version (i.e., 
compatible with XML or other data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval medianism) 
submits its data using die XMLHTTPRequest class from Microsoft's XML parser to send 
the XML to ifae web server. This agam reduces die processing the server needs to 
5 perform, because the transferring of the end user-entered data in the HTML form to 
XML has already been perfcmned by dtt client browser* 

Use Of XML in Hie present inventioo vLO Programmatic Creation / Reading 
ofXMLiaes 

The prcs«t inventi(» provides GUI tools to edit XML files. The XML files 
10 thonselves are never directly exposed to the forms designer. Using this approach ensures 
the consistent* error-free creation of the relevant XML files and facilitates use by die 
forms designer. 

All of the tools that are needed to create the XML files are embedded into an IDE 
for easy access and consistent use. 
15 Server- and Client- side Howcharts 

The following figures are intended to clarify the processes that are occurring 
within the server-side and client-side implementations of the present invention, while 
highlighting the differences. The differences are primarily die to how the memory and 
instruction control and execution is partitioned differently between the different 
20 implementations. Both have functionality required of the server and client but differ in 
where the primary processing occurs. 

Floir Descripdons - Process Workflow of clioit-side prdoessing 
Referring now to Fig. 3» there is shown a schematic flow diagram of the present 
invention for the client-side in^l^entation (XML or data-centric hierarchical storage 
25 and retrieval mechanism compatible browsers). 

> Server receives ASP or other standard page request 

It should be noted that instead of ASP, which is the preferred embodiment, any 
senm*side scripting/programmmg solution, such as JSP« could be used. 

> Stq)A: 

30 The server-side software processes the request at runtime. This encompasses: 

> Loading the schema. 

> pptionaF initialtzmg die schema (on die fly modification) by a custom ASP 
script, i.e. adding a field at runtime. 
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> Preprocessing the schema for any database lookups. 

> Optional initializing values by a custom ASP script, i.e. populating a form 
with values at runtime. 

> Putting out the resulting schema as an XML island as part of the HTML page 
5 that is sent to the client 

> Sending the fiill HTML page with the XML island down to the browser. 
> StcpB: 

After the HTML page and all associated files (XML, XSL, CSS. JavaScript, images) 
have^been loaded, s^ the first page to be tiie active page and call step C to display it. 
10 > StepC: 

The dieot-side runtime software calls XSL style sheets to the schema file to display 
the active page of the form. It is here where flie schema of the form is converted to 
HTML. The conversion includes form/page/secticni headers and help text, as well as 
information regarding input fields* This includes c^dons, different HTML controls 
15 to capture input for them* required icons, error messages in case there have been any 
errors, etc. 

The transformadon/conversi(Hi uses dynamic HTML to change the content of the page 
after it has been loaded or after an end user has tuivigated to a new page by clicking 
NEXT or preview. There is no need to roundtrip to the server. 
20 > StepD: 

Here the user enters his/her data and clicks on navigation controls to move 
forward/backward* The client-side display and navigation software awaits the 
activation of a navigation control. 

> SttpE: 

25 Having activated a navigation control, the client-side runtime software transfers the 
entered data of the page into the scbraia^ which resides as an XML island inside of 
the HTML page. 

> St^F: 

In this stqp, validation is executed for all secdons/fields of this transferred page. The 
30 outcome of the validation is documented inside the schema. 

> Steps Fl and F2-Page cateulation: (Brrors?ALast Page?) 

> If an error has been found, then step Fl causes die same page to be di^layed 
again (step C). 
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> Otherwise in Step F2 it is chedced whether it is the last pa^^ If it is the last page, 
then a preview page is shown. (step G) 

Note that the preview is optional* If the preview is disabled for this form instance then 
the data gets submitted after the last page has been ftlied and the submit button 
5 activated 

> If there is neither an error nor the last page, the active page is being set as requested, 
i.e. the next or previous one and then displayed (step Q 

> Step G: 

10 Using a style sheet for preview, die infonnaticn} entered in the schema is transformed 
to an HTML preview page and displayed. 

> StepH: 

AAer havmg clicked NEXT/SUBMIT on die preview page» the XML schema is 
transformed into another XML document using an XSL style sheet for this purpose. 

IS * This allows, for example, redudiig the mt by only including needed information, 
digitally signing the document or transfonnmg into any other desired format The 
transformed XML is sent to the server. This procedure of scaling down the size of 
the document (deleting items such as display-related attributes, sudi as the control 
type to use, die width of the control, and validation^related attributes, such as the 

20 isvalid flag and the erxormessage attribute) is used to conserve bandwidth. 

> Step I: 

The XML is received on die server and submitted to a message queue (eg., the file 
system or MSMQ). Optional post-processing is executed. Then, an 
acknowledgement is sent back to the browser. Optionally, a redirection to the next 
25 form, home page or other page is done. 

Flow Descriptions - Process Workflow of sorver-^ide prooessbig 
Referring now to Fig. 4, diere is shown a schemadc diagram of die execution flow 
for server^side processing diat will be implemented if the browser is not compatible with 
a data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism such as XML« 
30 >; In the inidal step die server receives a request from an end user browser. 

> Step A: 

The runtime software loads and preprocesses the schema designated in the end user 
request file. 

The loading and preprocessing may be m a preferred embodiment, identical to the 
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client-side version, imrluding the optional initialization of the schema or initialization 
of the values by a custom ASP script^ with the following exception: 
The schema gets saved to a temporary folder on the server. 
The active page is set to be the first page. 
5 > Stq>B: 

• Tlie runtime software applies multiple XSL style sheets in the welMmown manner to 
convert/transform the first page of the schema from XML to HTML. The 
transformation includes form/page/section headers and help text, as well as 
information regarding input fields. This includes c^ticms, differrat HTML controls 
10 to capture input, required iccms, error messages m case there have been any errors, 
etc. Also included are two hidcten textboxes that contain the globally unique ID 
assigned to this form instance and the active page number. As noted earlier^ this * 
unique ID allows flie server to keep track of which client called 

> StspC: 

IS The server sends the resulting HTML to the. browser. 

> StepD: 

The browser displays the page. Note: there is minunal or no runtime software on the 
client* i.e. no JavaScript, no XML nor XSL. 

> StepE: 

20 The user may now fill in the values for the fields and use the navigation .buttons. 

> Step F: 

Upon activating a navigation button, all of the field values inputted by the end user 
plus the values from the hidden textbox (globally unique ID and active page number) 
are sent to the server; as well as which navigation control was diosen by the user. 
25 > Step G: 

The runtime software on the server extracts the unique ID from the received data and 
loads the saved sdiema. 

> StepH: 

The server runtime software then transfers page values to the designated schema using 
30 the ASP Request object to read the incoming 6m and- the XML DOM to write to die 
sdiema. 

> Step I: 

Tlie server runtime software then validates the received page values against all 
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validation rules and updates the schema with any error infonnatioii. The schema is 
then saved again on die server using a unique ID. 
Steps II and 12-Page calculation: (Errors? / Last Page?) 

If errors occurred, dien step II causes the same page to be diq>Iayed again (with die 
5 error messages). 

Odierwise, if it is the fast page, then step 12 causes die preview to be shown (Step J), 
If it is not Ae last page, then step 12 causes die execution to update die active page 
number and diq[»Iays diat page (Step B). 

Note that the preview is optional. If the preview is disabled for this form instance then 
10 the data gets submitted after the last page has hecn filled and die submit button 
activated. 

> StepJ: 

The server runtime software tben uses XSL style sheet to transform schema (with 
data) into HTML for the preview page* as well as adding hidden textboxes for 
IS globally unique ID and acdve page number* 

> SiepK: 

The server then sends the transformed HTML to the browser. 

> StepL: 

Browser displays preview page, 
20 > Step M: 

The user dicn elides PREVIOUS or NEXT^UBMIT. If the user clicked 
NEXT/SUBMIT» then the browser sends to die server die globally unique ID and 
active page number in step 

> If the user did not click NEXT/SUBMIT, then the last data entry page is shown again 
25 (stepB), Odierwise it goes to final procesang (step N). 

> StepN: 

The runtime software at the server then loads the saved schema using die globally 
unique ID. The XML schema is transformed into another (typically) reduced-size 
XML document using an XSL style sheet f{K this purpose. As noted previously, diis 
30 ^ conversion reduces the size of the document by only including needed information,, 
digitally signing the document or transforming into any other desired format. The 
resultuig schema is saved to the message queue. Optionally a post-processing script is 
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executed. The nmtiine software then sends an acicnowledgenient and/or next 
form/page to the browser. 

Process Workflow of eAgeat Architecture 

Referring to Fig. 6» Aere is shown the basic system configuration for the eAgent 
5 tiered processing architecture of the present invention. It should be noted diat this system 
architecture may be used independently of , the forms creation and completion processing 
discussed earlier. Referring to the figure, one or more message queues 26 communicates 
with a qurae abstraction layer 40. The queue abstraction layer 40 communicates with a 
queue manager 42, which, in turn, commuiUcates with an eAgent manager 44. The 
10 eAgent manager 44 then communicates widi an eAgent action coordinator 46. The 
eAgent action coordinator 46 provides communication among a plurality of eAgents 48- 
60. Each of these elements 40-46 is a ONifigurable XML COM component. The 
functions performed by these components will be discussed below. The configuration 
provides a decoupled eAgent architecture in which action components can be added 
IS Vfdthout having to recompile any code, stop and restart any services, or interrupt 
functionality in any way. 

Fig. 7 provides an execution flowchart for the architecture disclosed in Fig. 6. 

> Stq>A: 

. The eAgent manager 44 loads and reads its configuration settings documents 45. The 
20 configuration settings on die documents 4S include which queues 26 it should 

conmiunicate with, where selector files (to be discussed below) are located, how many 
retries to perform for each XML document, and other initializaticm informatioa, 

> StepB: 

The eAgent manager loads and caches selector XML.documents 47 for later use. 
25 XML selector documents inform die eAgent Manager which action sets to perform for 
each XML document that it receives from the Inbox. The selecbrs use a content 
based selection using XSL patterns. 

> Stq>C: 

The eAgent manager 44 instructs the Queue Manager 42 to poll an Inbox Queue 35 in 
30 the message queues .26 for XML documents. The Queue Manager 42 destructively 
reads the XML document, and copies the document from the queue to an In-Process 
Queue 34 and to a log queue 37. It then sends the XML document to the eAgent 
Manager 44. 
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> Note that stq) B and C occur periodically, 

> StepD: 

The eAgent manager 44 now tests the incoming XML document against each selector 
document 47 that has been loaded into the eAgent manager 44. A selector document 
5 47 ccmtains one or more XSL selector patterns that are associated with an Actionset 
ID. The test involves applying the XSL selector pattem(5) to the XML document and 
determining if any matches were found. If matches for one or mote (as configured) 
XSL selector pattern were found, then an Actionset designated by an Actionset ID 
associated with the particular selector pattern will be executed (not in this step). , If 

10 no selector pattern matches are found, (hen it continues to step £2* If the eAgent 
Manage 44 finds one or more Actionset(s) ID*s for Actionset(s) to execute, it 
continues to Step E. In additicxi* the eAgent Manager 44 creates a routing document, 
to which it attaches the incoming document* The purpose of the routing document is 
to provicfe tracking functicmality of ^actions performed on the XML document* in 

IS additicm to routing the document itself. 

> Step E: 

If an Actionset ID is found (i.e*, a match to a selector pattern has been determined) » 

then the eAgent Manager 44 instructs the eAgent Action Coordinator 46 to load an 

Acdc»fiset document 49 associated with the Acdonset ID associated with the matched 

20 selector pattern in stqp D, and execute the actions specified in this Actk)ttset document 
49 

> Scq^E2: 

If the eAgent Manager found no matt:hing selector Tile for the current XML 
document, it instructs the Queue Manager 42 to remove the XML document from the 
2S In-Prooess Queue 34, and add it to the Dead-Letter Queue 33. 

> StqiF: 

The Actionset file 49 includes at least one action, with that action containing a ProglD 
or GUID for a relevant eAgent, plus an action document ID. Based on the Actionset 
file 49 specified in steps D and E» the eAgent Action Coordinator 46 loads an eAgent 
30 (48-60) specified by a ProgID for the Actionset file 49 and instructs the eAgent to 
perform the relevant task by passing it to the associated document ID« 

> StepG: 
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The loaded eAgent reads the action document associated with the specified action 
document ID (from the Actionset file 49) (each eAgent has its own type of associated 
Action document which tells it which internal methods to call for each action specified 
by the eAgent Action Coordinator 46), and performs the requested tasks. 
5 > StepH: 

Qnce die tasks are completed* the eAgent returns any resulting data from its actions to 
the eAgent Action Coordinator 46. The eAgent coordhiator 46 adds bformation to 
the routing document. Typically, this infmnaticn will relate to die eAgent action^ 
and may provide information on the completion or non-completion of the action by 
10 the eAgent. The information may also include a time-stamp for the time when the 
eAgent commenced its action, and a time^stsunp for when the eAgent completed its 
action. This information may include results from the action performed by the 
eAj^nt This information may be readable from the routing document by other 
eAgents. Note tiiat the time-stamp information provides a time history of activity for 
IS tracking purposes. 

If the action was not successful/ the eAgent Action Coordinator 46 informs 
the eAgent Manager 44 that the acti<m was not successful and passes the 
routing document and the attached XML- document to the eAgent Manager. 
It will also add information relating to this non-completion to the routing 
document noted above. 

If the action was successful, the eAgant Action Coordinator adds this 
information to die routing document, and checks if this was the last action 
specified m the Actionset 

If it was not the last action^ step F is performed again for the next action in 
the Actionset 

If it was die last action, tiien the eAgent Action Coorduiator 46 checks if 
the current Actionset is the last Actionset q>ecified m die original selector 
file for Uus XML document 

If it was not the last Actionset, the eAgent Action Coordinator 46 moves to 
step E for the next Acticmset. 

If this was the last Actionset, it passes the routing document widi the 
included original XML Document back to die eAgent Manager 44. As 
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noted above* the routing documeat will include information on whether all 
. the Actionsels for this XML document were successful or not* 

If the Actionsets wei^ not successful, the eA^t Manager performs step 11 
and either writes to the error queue 30 or the retiy queue 31* dq>ending on 
the eAgent manager configuration settings, and removes die document 
from the tn-process queue 34. 

• If d» Actionset(s) were successful, die eAgmt Manager 44 performs step 
12, i«e., it sends the routing document with the original document and 
pertinent information attached to a journal queue 32, and deletes die 
document from Ae in-process queue 34. 

• In addition, as noted above» timestamps are added to the routing document . 
detailing when the action was initiated and when complete* 

> Step 11: 

If the Actionsets were not successful, the eAgent Manager sends the routing document 
to the Error Queue 30, or to the Retry Queue 31 . The configuration settings read in 
step A specify how many times an action should be retried and how ]<mg to wait 
between each retry. This determines ^etiicr the eAgcnt Manager 44 sends the XML 
dbcument to tte Retry Queue 31 or the Error Queue 30. The eAgent Manager 44 
also deletes die routing document from the In-Process Queue 34 since it is no longer . 
in process. 

> Step 12: 

If the Actionsets were successfiil, tte eAgent deletes the XML document form the In- 
Process Queue, and places it in the journal Queue, indicating success (and logging the 
document for auditing purposes). 

To summarize the orgsmization, each selector file mcludes one or more patterns, 
and will be triggered when one or more of diese patterns are matched m the inccxning 
document The selection of which and how many patterns must be matdied is 
determined by die processing designer. Each selector file inchictes only one Actionsct 
(altfaougb Actionsets can be nested). Each Actioiiset includes one or more actions. 
Each action includes die designation of one eAgent ID and an s^tion document ID. 

It should be noted that Actionsets may include branching commands, repetition 
commands, parallel execution commands, and time controlled execution commands. 
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The present invOTtion also encompasses a system shown in Fig. 20 for 
performing actions on documents in a computing environment. The system comprises 
a selector file database 300 containing a plurality of selector files, with each selector 
file including one or more patterns. The system further comprises an Actionset 
^database 302 including a plurality of Actipnsets, with each Actionset including one or 
more actions that reference an eAgent ID and an action document ]D« Each selector 
file is associated with exactly one Actionset (but there may be nesting of ActtonsetsX 
The system further inchides an eAgent speciSc acdon document database 304 
contaming a plurality of action documents that are specific to eAgents. Note diat each 
Acdonset is assodated with at least one action document* 

The system may further include at least one creation module for creating and/or 
manipulating entries in one or more of the databases 300-304. . 

Hie systCT may further comprise a processing component 306 progranuned with 
code for allowing a designer to select at least one of the selector files from the 
selector file datatese 300, code for allowing the designer to select at least one of the 
Actionsets from the Actionset database 302, code for specifying at least one eAgent 
specific action document from the eAgent specific action document database 304, code 
for linking the specified selector file from the database 300 with the specified 
Actionset from the database 302, and code for linking the specified Acticmset with the 
q>ecified action document. 
. Referring now to Fig. 8, there is shown a system block diagram of an integrated 
development environment (IDE) ardutecuire in accordance with the present invention. 
The IDE architecture of Fig. 8 is based on a distributed, n-tier architecture, that allows 
sharing of both user interface and business components wiA centralized, dynamic 
configuration and autcmiatic distribution. This is described in detail in the following 
sections. Note that the term ^'tiered ardiitecture* means that a craiponent m a given tier 
.can communicate with other components in the same tier or widi componrats in 
immediately adjacent tiers only. 

Distributed - Acces^g Flles/XML documents ' over the btemet 
Accesdng files/XML documents is performed using a file system abstraction layer 
100. an ASP File System client implementation 102 and an ASP File System server 
implementation 104. 

-25- 



wo 01/37170 



PCT/USOO/31221 



The file system abstraction layer 100 is an interface that defines and contains 
common file manipulation fimctions, such as reading, writing and deleting 
files/documents. 

The ASP File System client implementaticm 102 implements an interface and 
5 communication between the file system abstraction layer 100 and the server 
implementation 104 using its own XML-based simple file access protocol (SFAP). SFAP 
includes the commands as defined in the file system abstraction layer in an XML format. 

The server implementation 104 performs actual file manipulaticm. e.g. reacfing a 
file and communicates with the client-side implementation 102 using the SFAP. 
10 Therefore, the user (i.e., the business components) of the file system abstraction 

layer 100 can manipulate files/XML documents over the Internet singly by using the 
functions of the file system abstraction layer. 
N-tiers 

Presentation Host Her - IDE host. 
IS An IDE host tier 110 is shown in the figure defines an environment into which 

different user interfiice components (IDE components) can be plugged in. The host does 
not provide any end user functionality itself, but defines a standard set of interlaces for 
IDE components to implement^ including 

a) A shared library of us^ interface and logic elements, including oeeview, 
20 listview, toolbar controls. 

b) A consistent navigation system, regardless of the IDE componoit. 

c) A set of ''standard actions,'' such as new/edit/deleie 

d) Provision to supply custom controls, 
c) Ability to have varying number of IDE components hosted. 

2S Important addidcmal aspects of this configuration include: 

> Implemented both standalone and inside a browser. 

> Support for standard acticxis 

> Suf^rt for sharing business components 
Note from the above, that along with the shared user interface and logic code 

.30 components, the presentation host 1 10 includes code for reading any IDE component code 
and business logic component code that may be defined by an IDE configuration 107. 
The IDE configuration block 107 stores a file for each of a plurality of different roles, 
with the file for each different rote including the ID's and other appropriate information 
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for the components that are to be loaded into the computing resource or browser that is to 
. perform that given role* 

Presentatioii Controfler Tier - IDE components 

The IDE components 108 implement the interfeces defined in the IDE host 110 
5 and are the components that actually define the interactions with the end user, and include 
such IDE Components as eA^t Actions code. Form Sdiema code, Queries code, and 
Regular Expressions code. They do not include the business or ^plicatidn loj^c* The 
IDE components code is typically loaded to the browser or other computing resoum by 
the presentation host 110* The IDE conq}onents 108 also ^ically have associated 
10 custom controls. Custom controls are required for the result pane of the window (right 
hand side of the IDE) if some other view than the listvi^w is to be shown. 
Business Logic Her - Business Components 

The business components 106 implement the busmess rules/ai^licatim logic for 
dmt component for its associated component 108 in the presentation controller tier. By 
15 way of example, the logic for the select query component in the business logic tier might 
include a selectquery class with a method ''cbeckifvalid'* that checks if all necessary 
information has been provided and all data entered is valid. Likewise, the logic for the 
form schema component in the business logic tier might include classes for the 
relationships between forms, pages, secdcms and fields, where these classes have 
20 attributes that describe the objects, such as a caption attribute of the field class. 
' Data Access Her 

This tier includes code to allow the business component code to read and write 
information to/from a computmg resource. In a preferred onbodtment, the tier inchides 
the file systeih abstraction layer 100, the file system client fanplementation 102, and the 
25 file system server implementation 104 described above. 
Dataller 

This tier includes an eAgent repository 105 which includes selector files/Actionset 
and eAgent qpedfic action document databases, the schema library 10,* the query library 
12, the validation library (regular expressions) 14, and the IDE configuration 107. These 
30 repositories/libraries are where the actual XML documents reside. This could be in the 
file system or in an XML database. 

Sharing of User Interface Components 
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The IDE host 1 10 allows the sharing among components 108 of common interfaoe 
elements, such as toolbar, creeview and listview. In regards to the treeview, the IDE host 
110 also creates a ''virtual root" for each IDE component, so that each IDE component 
may only see and manipulate its part of the tree. 
S Sharing of IDE components allows for a lower fooq>rint, e.g., uistead of five 

treeview ocmtrols, only one is used. 

Sharing of Business Components 

Unlike any other sysfiras, the IDE host 110 has the explicit facility of using 
business components 106 to implement the business logic of the IDE components and the 
10 abili^ to share them betweoi <fifferent IDE, compcments. As the exact same 
objects/instances are diared. among different IDE components there are no 
synchronization delays. 

The instancing of business components is ^erefore not done insi<b the IDE 
components but instead from (he IDE host 
IS A configuradon XML document, diat is located in the IDE ccmfigutadon 

component 107 defmes: 

> whichlDEandbusinessoomponentsarelobeloadedby the presentation host 110 
loading code; 

> which IDE compcments 108 are associated with which business components 106 
20 > any dependencies between business components; 

> other CGnfipiradon settings for each business component. 

Using this information die IDE host 110 creates instances of die business 
components in the proper order and passes them and die relevant configuration 
information to the IDE components 108, wtiich in turn pass the relevant information to 
2S their business component(s) 106. 

Note: the IDE host may be coraponentized- By way of example, in the preferred 
embodiment the IDE host is acoially made up itself of at least 3 (fifferent compcments; a 
control component, a communications and a configuradon component. 
Centralized, dynamic configuration 
30 The configuration is cmtralized, i.e. it is set by the Web Server or other 

apprqpriate computing resource via the IDE configuration block 107 which lists the 
components that are to be loaded to a ^ven browser or other computing resource to carry 
out a role. Thus, there is no need to do the configuradon on. each client machine. This is 
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because the configuration XML document resides on the Web Server in the IDE 
configuratioa block 107. 

Note that because of this architecture, the configuration of any given browser or 
other computing resource is dynamic, i.e., the IDE host 110 does not need to be 
5 recompiled if more or less IDE components are to be loaded. The number of IDE (and 
business) components to load is determined at runtime/startup. 
Automatic Distribution 

By using an ActiveX based solutim nuuiing in Internet Expflorer S or another 
browser software compatible with a data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval 
10 mechanism, both installing and upgrading is handled autcmadcally. This is handled by 
Internet Explorer, i.e., IE 5 checks at the beginning whether die components are 
registered on the machine or if the newest version is on die machine and if not it 
automatically installs or upgrades the individual components onto the client machine. 

To summarize one a^>ect of the present invention, there is provided an integrated 

15 development envirotunent method, comprising the steps of: loading onto a computer 
resource code in a tiered architecture comprising; a presentation host tier diat includes 
presentation host code, the presentation host code including shared user interface and 
logic code components^ code for reading a IDE configuration, and code for loading any 
IDE component code and business logic components code as defmed in the IDE 

20 configuration; an IDE component tier, including at least one IDE component code loaded 
by the presentation host on the user-interface program, the IDE component code 
including a user interface; a business logic component tier, including at least one business 
logjc component code loaded by the presentation host on die user-interface program, die 
business loffc conq)onent code defining the interrelationships between objects represented 

25 in the user interface; a data access abstraction layer tier, inchiding a data access 
abstraction layer code that allows business components code to read and write information 
to/from a computing resource; and communicating with a ronote computing resource 
through use of the data access abstractim layer. 

Process Workflow IHagram of Form Publidiing Process 

30 Referring now to Fig. 5 and Fig. 21, there is shown a workflow diagram for a 

forms publishing process and a schematic diagram of die IDE - server operation, 
req>ectively. Wth reference to Fig. 5, the process is as follows: 
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> After saving a new form in execution block 200, die user is prompted in execution 
block 202 to publish to the web or afhtr location. 

> If he chooses yes» then the pubKshing process is initiated 

> Step A: 

The publi^g wizard starts up and requests a list of templates from the "publish.asp" 
page. Note: this file can be named differently. 

> StcpB: 

The "publish.asp" page reads the content from templates.xml and sends the list of 
available templates via the publishing wizard. 

> StepC: 

The publishing wizard presents the templates and after the user has chosen one. 
requests template q)ecific questions and a list of available publishing folders from 
•*publish.asp" 

> Step D: 

The ''pubUsh.asp" page opens the specific "template.xmr file designated by the 
responses to the template specific questions, plus opening the '^iblders.xml* for the 
available publishing folders. It then sends this infonnation to the publishing wizard* 

> StepE: 

The publishing wizard presents the template q>ecific questions, collects the answers* 
presents the available publishing folders and lets the user select one. As the last step 
the user may give die published form a name and caption; the default is the name and 
caption of the schema* 

> StcpF: 

The "publisb-asp* page packages all of the needed information into one XML 
document and sends it for processing. This may be synchrcxums as shown in the 
diagram, or asynchronous via a queue. 

> StepG: 

The publishing component copies (processed) template items in selected publishing 
folder for later di^lay. 

Referring now to Figs, 9-19^ schematic diagrams of various schema are 
illustrated. Fig. 9 shows a forms schema. Fig. 10 shows a regular expressions schema. 
Fig. 11 Shows a selea query schema. Figs. 12 and 13 show template schema. Fig. 14 
shows a publishfolders schema. Fig. IS shows an IDE configuradon schema. Fig. 16 
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shows an XML selector scbenuu Fig. 17 shows an Actionset schema. Fig. 18 shows an 
action Query cAgent schema. Fig. 19 shows a Queue Config schema. The various 
element/attribute descriptions are listed below. 

Note: bold-faced items denote XML elements, non-bold-faced items denote XML 



5 attribute. 



Element/Attribute 


Description 


form 


The highest level element acting as a ccmtainer for . 
all of die data items that make up the intended form. 


name 


Unique identifier for the form. May only contain 
characters, no ^aces or special characters allowed. 


cation 


Title of the fbmi» may contain spaces and special 
characters* 


helptext 


Informative text such as instructions on what diis 
form is about. 


page 


A subdivision of a form that typically is di^layed as 
a separate pa^c in the browser. 


name 


Unique identifier for the page* May only cmtain 
characters, no spaces or special characters allowed. 


caption 


Title of the page, may contain ^ces and fecial 
characters. 


heiptext 


Informative text such as instructions on what this 
page is about. 


secdon 


A subdivision of a page that contains a number of 
fields for the user to enter. 


name 


Unique identifier for the section. May only contain 
characters, no spaces or special characters allowed. 


caption 


Tide of the section, may contain spaces and q^ecial 
characters. If there is more than one section per 
page, the ^tions must contain a caption attribute, 
otherwise it is ignored. 


heiptext 


Informative text such as instructions on what tills 
section is about. 


isvalid 


true/false * flag reflecting the status of the section: 
true if the items within the group have no validation 
errors assodated with the item, folse otherwise 


erromiessage 


The text that will be displayed if a validation rule 
has been broken 


jscriptvalidation 


A validation rule written in JavaScript that is to be 
evaluated for this section. No direct access to 
outside resources such as databases, etc. is needed. 


jscriptextemalvalidation 


A validation rule written in JavaScript that is to be . 
evahiated for this secticm. Direct access to outside 
resources such as databases, etc. is needed. 


capticmrow 


true if the section is to be displayed with the 
captions of all of the first element in each row of 
items on a separate row above the rest of the items 
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fidd 


A data entry unit, which may be di^layed in 
difTerent fashions. A field is an entity that accq>ts 
user uiput. 


name 


Unique identifier for the field. May only contain 
characters and digits (not as first letter), no q)aces 
or special characters allowed. 


caption 


Captim of this field, may contain spaces and spedaT 
characters. 


helptext 


Informative text such as instructions on what to 
enter in this field. 


isvalid 


tnie/felse - flag reflecting the status of the item: 
true if no validation rules for this field have been 
violated; false othenKnse. 


eiTonnessage 


Error message being dii^Iayed to the user if a 
validation rule for this field has been violated 


valiitexample 


A valid example for this field. 




A vdliddtion rule ivritten in Javd^^crint thut iit. tt% Ka 
evaluated for this field. No direct access to outside 


jscriptextemalvalidatioii 


A validation rule written in JavaScript that is to be 
resources such as rfgfaHn<tf»B etc is needed 




The niiniinum number of characters lEmiiied fnr a 
field. 


maxleflgch 


The maximum number of characters allowed for the 
field. 




False if emotv entries into tfiis field are allowed 
true otherwise. 


min value 


MiiUfflum value allowed for this field. 


maxvalue 


Maximum value allowed for this field 


capitalization 


Provide for automatic formatting of input, c.g* 
capitalize all, make all lowercase or put into prc^r 
case 


datatype 


Allowed input format. 




A remlar exoression Dattem that is to he anolied to 
the field value input. 


regexmodifier 

• 


A modifying value that changes how the regular 
expression is applied to the field value: 'i* 
fincasesensitive^ will check the inout vahie wtthouf 
re^d to case and 'g' (global) will check for ail 
instances of the pattern (as opposed to stopping at 
the first match). 


text 


The text node for the field. It contains the default 
value in the beginning and will certain die entered 
data from the end user as soon as the user enters 
data. 


display 


The display element provides basic information on 
how to display die field. 


saracrow 


true if the item is to be displayed on the same row 
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with the previous field. Not inchided if the field is 
the first field of a row. 


no wrap 


true if the values associated with the display of the 
field are allowed to wrap to the next line, false, 
otherwise 


width 


width of the input control in characters. 


controltype 


Name used to determine how to display the field 
element that will be used to accept user mput. 


cols 


Number of characters across to be di^layed for a 
textarea display. 


rau/fi 


Number of characters down to be dimlflv^H fnr ^ 
textarea display. 




tnift if mill tin le cf^^lrhoYe^ in a cnmiin nf 
checkboxes or selectiiuifi in a null-down Hot mnv >v» 
selected. Not included if onlv a sinffle value mav 
chosen. 




Text to be shown as the fir^ field in a nii lignum llct 
to prompt the user to select an entry. 


IUlllJfV<U 




maxyear 


Maximum year displayed in datepicker year select 


TVii V 1 ^ t'^if a ^ 


i^i/JiiiAi ap^^i&jriiig JU/w ui4iijr icauiuaCS m SHOW auQ 

relevant properties, such as maxlength. 


UillJU 


fnfp if nt/\f*A ffisin raiA fif^tH atp tA Ka €fi/\ii/n tn s 

U Uw 11 IIIUA w UlCUl VJlC ildU OI V HI Uv dltUWd iH & 

row. 


rowmimber 


A number identifying the sequence in which the 




A ntimHf^r iHpnfifvino thp fiftmipnrA in wfiir^Ti th^ 

fields will be displayed across the page. 




T^mviHf*^ A lief nf nncc^hlp vsihii>c frir thie ^iaIH 

which mav be used for disnlav and validation 
purposes. 


isfromdh 


true if 2 ouerv to a database is reouircd 




ID/Name of the ouerv definidon cootaininff the 

A^KMA4W ^#4 WLtW MM^B T 4**4fc4\^44 %f%/U4CU1U11^L 1 11^/ 

query to return the list of entries 


£ntry 


A single entry. 


show 


The text to be displayed to the end user which may 
be different fi'om the internal 'value stored 


value 


The value of that entrv. 


parametar 


A parameter for use with queries that further 

snecifies it. 


llWlPiV 


Name of the oaraineter. Must corresDond to the 
name of the parameter for the select Query 


value 


The value for this parameter. 


custom 


An element that allows addition of custCHn data to 
any field or secdon as a name-value pair. 


name 


The name of the custom entry 


value 


The value of the custom entry 


data 


This element is a container for system, temp and 
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user data that are filled at runtime. 


system 


Data needed by die system, such as path settings 


guid 


A globally unique identifier that is used to identify a 
specific instance of a form. 


temp 


Temporary data needed by the system or the user 


pageaumber 


Number of the current page being displayed 


serveipath 


URL of the web server containing the application 


schemapath 


Locadon of the directory that contains the schema. 


xstimagepath 


Location of tlie directory containing the images used 
by the XSL files 


user 


Element to place custom data regarding secdons. 


7, Regular Expression 


Element/Attribute 


Description 


regexdb 


Root dement, just, a oontamer of regex elements 


regcx 


Contains a regular cxptcsAon 


name 


The name of the regular expression. May only 
contain characterSi no spaces or fecial characters 
allowed. Must be unique. 


pattern 


The pattern that describes what is looked for. 


globalseaich 


A regular expression modifier that defines whether 
the pattern shall apply to all of the string or only 
pan of It 


casesensitive 


A regular expression modifier that specifies whether 
to XBk& case sensitivity into account or not 


description 


A description of the regular expression that explains 
what it is about 


validexample 


An valid example of an entry. 


errortext 


Text to be displayed when an entry does not . 
conform to the pattern 


regextest 


Contains the information necessary to perform tests 
and quality asisuranoe against die pattern. 


testvahie 


A value that is to be tested/evaluated against the 
curroit regular expression to determine vali&ty. 


expectedresult 


True when mt expects the testvalue to be a valid 
entry, false when one expects the testvahie to be not 
valid. I 


8. Select Query 


Eiemeat/Attribute 


Description 


sdectqnery 


The selectquery itself. Root element. 


conn 


The name of the comiection to use. This is mapped 
to a OKuiection file, ^ecifically to a Microsoft Data 
Link file witii the extension UDL 


type 


The type of query. This is the same as ADO's 
CommandTypeEnum. The possible values are: 
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1 - Text 

2 - Table 

4 - Stored Procedure 
8 - Unknown 
256 -File 
512 - TableDirect 


commandtiineout 


Number of seconds until this command times out 


description 


description of diis select query 


parameters 


Container of parameter elements 


parameter 


Constitutes the one parameter that can be passed at 
runtime to modify the query text. . 


id 


unique parameter name identifying this parameter 


description 


description of this parameter 


datatype 


The data type of this parameter 


min 


The minimum value for this parameter 


max 


The maximum value for this parameter 


^cample 


An example for a value passed to diis parameter 


autofoimat 


Specifies whether or not the parameter should be 
autofonnatted, ix. stripped of leading and trailing 
white spaces and that single quotes be replaced with 
2 single quotes. 


textnode 


is not an element but is mentioned here because in 
this case more dian one textnode may be used. This 
contains die acmal queiy text, e.g. ^'Select * from 
authors* 


reiparameter 


a reference to a defined parameter* that shall be 
replaced at runtime with the passed value 


id 


the id of the f^rameter 


9* Execute Select Query (ValSelect) 


Element/Attribute 


Description . 


executeselectquery 


The executequery itself. Root element. 


location 


Full path to the FOLDER where the query 
definition file resides (Note that the UDL 
ocxmection file required for the query must also 
reside there) 


name 


Name of the (jpiery definition file (without die 
extension) 


cursortype 


ADO cursor type. Defaults to forward-only (0) 


parameter 


Each parameter needed for the query is in its own 
element 


name 


Name (id) of the parameter 


value 


Value of the parameter 


10. Templates 


Element/Attribute | 


Description 
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templates 


Root element 


template 


Element describing a particular template 


name 


Name of the template, e.g. "SMC Look- 


path. 


Full path tt> the folder where tte template resides, 
e.g. *c:\templates\smclook* 



11. Template 



Element/Attribute 


Description 


template 


The template itself. Root element. 


parameters 


Element containing parameters. 


parameter 


Element describing one parameter. 


id 


Attribute that identifies a particular parameter. 


quesdcm 


Attribute containing the question the user is asked to 
describe this parameter, e.g. "Does this form have a 
banner logo image?** 


type 


The type of parameter - text, boolean or list 


listitem 


If the parameter has a list of items associated with 
it. 


show 


The text to be di^layed as one entry. 


vahie 


The internal value stored 


templatettems 


This element contains all the template items that are 
to be copied 


templateitem 


Each item of the template 


id 


The identifier for the template item - the name of 
the file, e.^. ^'CS.aap* 


scanfoiparameters 


Boolean attribute set to true if there are parameters 
to be replaced by values specified by the user. 


keqmame 


Boolean value specifying v^ether to change the 
name of the item. 


subfolder 


The name of the subfolder where the item resides (if 
the item is in a subfolder) 


allowoverwrite 


Boolean value specifying if the destination file 
should be overwritten if one already exists. 


12. Publishfolders 


Element/Attribute 


Description 


publlsbfoldters 


The publishfolders root element 


folder 


The elemoit describing one publishing folder 


name 


Descriptive name of the folder e.g. ""SMC Internal 
Forms" 


padi 


Ptill path to the folder, e.g. 
•^crXinetpuWwwwrootVsmcintfonns* 


urlreiativetowebserverroot 


The url of the publidiing destinadon folder relative 
to the ropt of the webserver, for example if the full 
url to the publishing folder is: 
http:/Avww.someplace.com/SomeRoot/SomcSub/Ta 
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The urlrelativetowebserverroot attribute value will 
be: 

SomeRoot/SomeSubATarget 


13. IDE Configuration 


Element/Attribute 


Descripdon 


ideconflg 


The IDE configuration root elemehL 


idecsnmiiiiiifflis 


The root element for all of the ID£ cnninnnf»nt« 




\/u9 diu^ic# iJL^Er M/Ui|M/iicxiif wiuiiil ulajr liaVe Olie Or 

more business components on which it is dqyendent 


progid 


Hie program ID of the IDE component, e.g. 


busmesscomponent . . 


Child of idecomponent, referencmg a business 
component as defined under '^businesscomponents'* 


piugia 


i ne program ii^ ox uie uusmess component. 


config 


Child of idecomponem. Allows custom subetements 
which include configuration settings for a IDE 
component, such as display prefermces. 


businesscompoomts 


The loot element for the business components 


btisinesscompone&t 


Child of business component, defines a business 
component, which may be used by one or more 
GUI components. 


progid 


The program ID of the business component. 


businesscoiDponent 


A chUd of business component, indicadng a 
dependant business component. 


progid 


The program ID of die dq>endant business 
component 


config 


Child of busmesscomponent. Allows custom 
subelements which include configuration settings for 
a business component, such as path settings. 


14. XML Selector 


Element/ Attribute 


Description 


selector 


Root element that defines, just a ccmtainer of regex 
elements 


Actionsetid 


ID of the Actionset to execute if the required XSL 
patterns match the XML document 


matchall 


If true then all of the XSL patterns have to be 
successful, if false then only one pattern needs to 
match. 


priori^ 


A number specifying how to deal with die Acdonsiet 
if die patterns apply. The lower the number die 
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greater the priority. Actionsets with higher priorities 
are executed first. 


pattern 


Only contains a text node, that contains the XSL 
pattern that selects one more nodes from the XML 
document. 


IS. Actionsei 


Eleroent/Attribate 


Description 


Actioiiset 


Root element that contains the references to the 
actions to execute on an XML document. 


action 


Smgle action that is to be executed on an XML 
dooumoit 


progid 


Hie program id of the eAgent that deals with this 
action. 


acttonid 


The id of the ac:tion to execute 


16, Action Query 


Element/Attribute 


Descripdon 


actionquery 


The acdonquery itself. Root element. 


conn 


The name of the connecuon to ase. Thisismmped 
to a connection Hit, ^ecifically to a Microsoft Data 
Ltnk file with the extension .UDL 


type 


The type of query. This is the same as ADO's 
CommandTypeEnum. The possible values are: 

1- Text 

2 - Table 

4 - Stored Procedure 
8 - Unknown 
256- File 
512 - TableDirect 


commandtiineout 


Number of seccmds undl this command times out 


description 


description of this select query 


parameters 


Container of parameter elements 


parameter 


Q)nsdtutes the one parameter that can be passed at 

runtime to modify the query text 


id 


unique parameter name identifying this parameter 


descriptioii 


description of this parameter 


datatype 


The data type of this parameter 


min 


The minimum value for this parameter 


max 


The maximum value for this parameter 


example 


An example for a value passed to this parameter 


autoformat 


Specifies whether or not the parameter should be 
autoformatted, i.e. stripped of leachng and trailing 
white spaces and that mgle quotes be replaced with 
2 angle quotes. 
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Statement 


Unlike a select query an action query may contain 
more than one statement, that's why there is an 
explicit statement element. 


textnode 


is not an element but is mentioned here becaiise in 
this case more than one textnode may be used. This 
contains the actual query text, e.g. ^'delete from 
authors** 


refjpaiameter 


a reference to a defined parameter, that shall be 
replaced at runthne with the passed value 


id 


the id of the parameter ] 



Fonn Templates— Purpose 

The piitpose of form templates is to have a separate rqM>sitory for the look and 
feel of the HTML pages in which the forms will be displayed. 
S Sample Folder Structure 

mflibrary 

T 
I 

— templates 
10 templates.xml 



images 



CSS 



ssscript 



csscript 

25 -SMCLook 

Main.asp (requuied file, must be diere and must have that name) 
CS.ASP 
SS.ASP 

template.xmi (required file, must be there and must have dmt name) 

30 1 
I 

SmcSciDtspIay 

pagebanner.btm (in the example below, this one gets copied) 
smclogo.gif (in the example below« this one does not get copied, because there is 
35 no < templateitem* for it) 
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Note: SMCLogo.gif could be in the ima^ folder, but tfiat's up to the templates desigoer 

Teinplat€s,xinl 

5 < templates > 

<template iiame»''SMC Look*" folder ='''c:\teiDplaies\smclook 7 > 
< template names *NIH Look" folder»*c:\template8\nihIook7> 
</templatB5> 

10 Temidate.xml 

<tempiate> 
<parameters> 

<parameter id^^fonncontact** questiOQ- "Please enter the eMail address for the 
form contact" ^«^textV> 

« <:paramefer id= "showpxctures** quesdon— ""Do you wish to show pictures for this 
form?** type^"boolcan"/> 

<parameter id^'colorscfaeme'* quesdoo- "Please select the color scheme you 
wiA to choose* type«*Iist"> 

<lisdtem name "golden* vatae="lV > 
<li8titem name— "green" value»"2"</ > 
</parameter> 
< /parameters > 
<templatdtems> 

<tanp]ateitem ids "CS. ASP" scanfcMparameters=s "true" keepnanie»: "false" 
subfolder =« "" allowoverwrite - "false"/ > 

<templatBitem id— "pagebanner.htm" scanforparameters-^talse" 
subfolder— "SmcSciDiq>Iay" keq>hame^"true" alk>vt^]Fverwrite» "false"/ > 

<tefflplateitem id-"pathsettiQgsjs.asp" scanforparaineterss:'"true" 
folder ^ "LocalServerSideScript" keqpname "true" 

allowoverwrite = "felse"/> 

</template!tems> 
</template> 

Note: 

- Main.ASP must exist and will be renamed according to the name chosen by the forms 
designer/publisher. 

- Per the definiticHi used in this context, a templateitem is one that needs to be copied* 

- All templateitems must reside mside or below the traiplate folder. 

Note: 

- The name of the schraia must be provided by the publishing wizard (no user input 
necessary) 

45 - The name of the publishingfolder, where the ASP pages will be cqpied to, is provided 
by die publish^ASP page, (the publishingfolder is the one where main.aq> and all other 
relevant items will be copied to) 

- name of the template is provided by user (earlier on) 
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- The name of the resulting ASP page / form (e.g. Leave.ASP) is provided by the end 
user. It does not however have to te put into the template, because this is always needed. 

Publishing Process 

The publishing process was previously described in detail in relation to Fig. 5. .The 
following material sui^Iements that description. 

InitiatioD 

1 . First, the user saves the form. The user will be prompted to start the publishing 
wizard. If yes is selected then the wizard is started. 

2. User selects the form and chooses "publish to web. " 

list of publishing folders 

Per "publish.asp'* there shall be one XML file diat lists all available publishing folders. It 
should look as follows: 

<folders> 

20 <foider name-.^Graeral Forms" path = •'c:\ineipub\wwwroot\generalfonns7 > 

< folder name - "HR Forms" paths "c:\ine^ub\wwwroot\hrformsV> 
</foIders> 

Communication between VB wizard and publisli.asp 

25 

Step 1: Present list of templates to usen User selects ^e. 

Step 2: If there are any parameters^ present correq>ODding quesdons and let user enter 
them one by (Hie. 

Step 3: If there is more than one publishing folder^ present list of publishing folders. 
30 Step 4: Di^Iay name of the resulting form. (De&ult to name of schema). User clicks 
Publish. 

Note: the path to ^'publish.a^" is set in the config file and can also be called a different 
name» 

35 Example Operations 

1. Get a list of templates: 
<request> 

< action > GetTemplatesUst < /acdon > 
40 < /request > 

< response > 

<templates> 

< template name« "SMC Look V> 
45 < template name« "NIH Look"/ > 

< /templates > 
< /response > 



10 
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Note: the folder attribute should not be sent to the client to hide this infoimatioQ (e.g. 
use database later on instead of folders) 

2« Get parameters for specific template and the list of publishing folders 

5 

<reque5t> 

< action > GetParametersAndPubiisbingFoiders < /action > 

< parameter > NIHLook < /parameter > 
</request> 

10 

<req>onse> 

< parameters > 

<parameter id-"formcoatact* question^ "Please enter the eMail addr^ 
for the form contact" type="textV> 
IS <parameter Id - ''sbowpictures" question » ""Do you wish to show picmres 

for this form? " type = "boolean"/ > 

<parameter id="colorscheme" question » "Please select the color scheme you 
wish to choose* ;ype="Iist"> 

<listitem show ^"golden"/ > 
20 <listitem show="red''/ > 

< /parameter > 
< /parameters > 

< folders > 

< folder name— "General FonnsV > 
25 < folder name« "HR Forms"/> 

< /folders > 
</response> 

3. 

30 <request> 

< action > formexists< /action > 
<publishingfolder> General F<Kms</publi^ngfolder> 

< foimname > Leave < /formname > 
</request> 

35 

if form exists . . • 

< response > true < /response > 

else 

40 <re^>onse> false </req)onse> 
4. 

<requcst> 

< action > publish < /action > 

45 <ten^)Iate>NihLook</template> 

< formschemaname > Leave < formschemansine > 

< publishingfoider > General Fonns < /pubi : . : u'ngfolder > 

< formtitlc > Leave Application < /formtitle > 
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< fonnschemaname > Leave < /formsdiemaname > 

< parameters > 

< parameter id= ^'formcontact'* > Sanjeev®Sdence- 
Maiiagemem.com < /parameter > 

5 < parameter id»showpictiires > true < /jparameter > 

< parameter id== "colorscheme" > golden < /parameter > 
< /parameters > 

< /request > 

10 if successful: 
<respoiise/> 

else: 

<exception id— "IS" > could not access file c:..« </exceptioa> 

15 

Processhig 

In a preferred embodiment, the processing is implemented right away in a 
synchronous manner. However, this will not always be the case» e.^., when the 
20 pubh^sfaing needs to be reviewed and approved before it may be published. In this case it 
would first get passed to the authorizing person, and only when approved would the • 
actual publishing be performed. 

To enable easy switching to a disconnected processing, all of the data that is 
required for the actual processing of the publication is put into one XML document and 
25 passed to a ""publish" function. This will allow the publishing process to remain identical 
when there is a switch to asynchronous processing. 

The processing that then takes place first scans and then copies the *'Main.ASP" 
file, and then any other templateitems, and creates subfolders as needed. 

Each publication is joumalled as part of the processing, so that this can be used 
30 bter for evaluation, tracking and other purposes. The joumaling should preferably 
inchide all of the infbrmatioD regarding a publication. 
Sample ASP page 

<html> 
35 <% 

blnShowPictures — <replaceme id-''showpictures'*> </r^laceme> 
If bhiShowPicmres Then 
%> 

<img. 

40 <% 

Else 

%> 



-43- 



jNSfifiCiP: .sS«p m:7s^^-^ 



woo J/371 70 



PCT/l/SOO/31221 



For questions please contact < reptaceme id= "formcratact" > </replaceme> 
</html> 

5 

Absolute vs. RelatiTe Paths 

The template designer uses an "^Swcluiit file^..* for template items that get 
copied (and uses a reladve path setting for dus), and uses a "^^ioclude virmals".," for files 
10 that not to be copied. 

Simihirly^ for images one would use an absolute path if they are to remain in the 
template folder. However, care has to be taken not to hardwire the actual web servef 
path» as otherwise oik wouM have to diangc several settings if one wanted to move from 
one server to another, such as for debugging. Instead, one should use the 
15 WEBSERVERPATH variable diat is set in pathsettingsjs.asp 
An example of an absolute path: 

< img srcs= • < % = WEBSERVERPATH % > / mfUbrary/images/logos/nihlogo.gir alt 
widdi="110" hcight=-103- aIign="top*> 

20 

An example of a relative path: 

<img src— *../images/logos/nihIogo.gir alt widdi="110" height»*'103" ali^=«*tc9*> 
Note: the same applies to other files widi a source attribute, such as Script 

25 

The present invention is a unique product^ which includes a rich Integrated Develc^ment 
Environment (IDE), and a powerful runtime environment. The invention allows users to 
create powerful web based ^licadons using, by way of example, a 4GL Rapid 
A|q)Iication Development (RAD) environment The invention is unicpie m a variety of 
30 important aspects which include the following: 

• One aspect is a hierarchical graphical user inter£ace (GUI) that focuses on content 

instead of on presentation, unlike other tools of this Idiid, which focus on layout and 

presentation and are therefore far more time consuming. Such other tools are £ar 

mort time-consuming to maintain for the same reason. 
35 • Otit aspect of Ae invention is the ease of creation AND maintenai^e of applications, 

and allows for easy reuse of form pages/sections/elements metadata, and presentation 

information as well as easy maintenance o! diese items. 
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• One aspect of the invention focuses on complete separation of tiers in every aspect of 
the product. This is done to enable independent creation and maintenance of distinctly 
separate parts of an application* It allows non-technical people to develop the 
metadata of web based sq>plicatioQS» leaving a minimal amount of work for the web 
develq)ers (templates and regular expressions) and the database develq>ers (database 
queries). 

For this aspect, each of the following is stored in a different XML document and is 
accessed from different tools in the IDE. Each can dierefore be performed by 
different people^ and can be maintained separately: 

• the database configuration information 

• the database queries 

• the application presentation templates 

• the application metadata 

• the field validation code 

• custom input patterns/masks for composite fields 

• The invention does not require the use of a q)eciali2ed ^dewer' by users of 
applications develqied using the invention. The only 'viewer* required is a standard 

» The hivention uses two different presentations of the same metadata to support XMLr 
enabled browsers and non-XML-enabled browsers vdthput any additional development 
efibrt by users of die program. XML-enabled browsers perform most procesong on 
the client and, due to less roundtrips to the server, have greatly improved respcmse . 
times* 

• The invention uses a queue-based n-der architecture to increase scalability and 
reliability. 

• The invention uses the eAgent Architecture on the bade end to p^orm multiple 
scalable and customizable acdons and work flows using data obtained from the 
Invention applications. 

• 

The following lists more details of the variety of new aspects of the present invention. 
1) Integrated Development EavironmcBt 
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The Inventive Integrated Development Ehvironment (IDE) allows users to quickly 
create and maintain web-based applications. The IDE uses a Microsoft Management 
Console-style inter&ce in one embodiment with a tree view rq>resentin£ die form 
ai^lications, queries^ regular expressions and eAgents. 
5 a) Ardutecture 

The IDE aichitectore is tmique. 

i) The. User Interfece configuratioD for individual users is stored in an XML 
file. This infbrmadon specifies which parts of the IDE 10 load at run time (for 
example, the configuration file can specify that only the Forms designer pan of 

10 the IDE should be loaded, and leavmg die Regular Expression, Queries, and 

eAgent sections out of the IDE for that user. 

ii) Substantially only Form schema is stored in a unique XML file 

• Separadng these form schema files bom template files makes applications 
far more maintainable. 

15 » . The (fesign stores substandally only the metadata/schema in the XML file 

used to rqprcsrat the form. The presentation data is separately stored in a 
combination of CSS (cascading style sheet)^ XSL, and ASP files. ASP 
flies are used to store die 'templates* of one or more forms, and these 
templates form the surrounding graphical presentation of the form. To 

20 represent die form fields, CSS files and XSL files are used to convert the 

XML metadata to HTML for presentation. Theadvantageof this is that 
it is very easy to change the entire look and feel of a form. Thiscanbe 
done withcut touching the XML metadata file, 
b) Graphic User Interface 

25 1) The IDE runs over the web or a network - i.e. users can develop forms 

remotely. 

ii) The IDE determines which ccnnponents of the IDE should be loaded at 
runtime. This is based on an XML configuration file. This allows for different versions 
of d^e IDE to be created and deployed very easily. It also allows organizations to give 
30 some people access to only some aspects of the IDE. Some of these versions may not 
include pans of die IDE - for example, die following can be included or excluded: 

• Forms (the Forms designer) 

• Regular Expressions (validation code) 
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iii) 

attributes. 



Queries (database select queries used to populate form lists) 

Actions (cAgeat actions ^cb as emailing fonn data and inserting data into 

the database 

Action Queries (database action queries such as insert, update and delete) 
to be used from the Actions/eAgent section 

A mediod is provided to create a form using a hierarchy of icons with 



10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



Eadi form/ipplication is represented as an icon with attributes. The 
attributes allow the user to specify the following: 

Where to store the form on the server 
What to name the form 
What caption the form should have 
Which page to submit the form data to. 
Wludi graphical template to use when displaying the form. 
Help text to appear on the form. 
Ead) form page is represented as an icon one level below the form icon in 
the IDE tree view* The page attributes allow the user to specify the 
following: 

• . The name and caption of the page 

• The order of the page (I* in the list, 2"* etc.) with respect to other 
pages in Ae form application 

• Help text to s^pear on this page. 

Each page section is rq}resented as an icon under the page icon. The 
section attributes allow die user to specify the following: 
» The name and caption of the section 

• The orcter of the section (1^ 2"^^ etc.) in die current page 
V The help text to zpptax on this section 

• Section level validation. 

Each siBcdon element is represented as an icon under the secdcm icon. The 
secdcm element attributes allow tte user to specify die following: 

• the location of the element within the section 

• element's name and capdon 
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a valid example of what a user can fil) in for this element 
the maximum length of Ms element 
whether diis element has a list or not 
a de&ult value for this element 
help ^t for this element 

whether the element is required (must the user complete this 

elonent in order to submit the form?) 

the data type of the element (int, float, etc.) 

The capitalization of the element value (all upper case, all lower 

case, pniper case) 

the minimum and maximum values for this element 

the name of the Regular Expression used to validate user input. 

Also, Regular Expressions are kept in sq>aratc XML * 

metadata/schema files. However, during form creation, the acmal 

regular expression is inserted into the form metadata/schema. 

Simple comparison validation to other fields 

Advanced comparison using ECMAScript (JavaScript) 

if the control used for this form is a list, whether the list comes 

form the database or not 

if the list ccMnes from the chtabase, the name of the queiy used, 
database queries are used lo populate dynamic puU-down menu 
choices on the form. The database queries are stored in die 
metadata/schema diat describes the form. Database <peries are 
defined in a sq>arate sectkm of the IDE and stored in sqwate 
XML files. 

database queries can be pre-processed (run at ttesign tune) - i.e. 
the results stored in the metadata/schema document that describes 
the form. 

The control type used for this dement 

If the list is not populated from die database, die list values to be 

used for this list. 
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Whether the control used for this element should be diq>layed on a 
new row or not. 

The width of the control used to di^Iay the element 
Whether the control used should wrap to the next line 
The type of control which should be used 
If (he ccmtrol is a list, whether the list should be multiselect 
If the control is a list» die prompt to use in the list 
If the control is a text area, the number of rows and columns to be 
u^. 

10 iy) A method is provided to publish forms to the w0b using a wizard which 

lists predefined templates and allows a user to select a template for the form, as well as a 
folder location for the form. The basic task of the publishing wizard is to create ASP 
pages and associated files in a publishing folder that associates/links a form schema with a 
template. Template files may have custom parameters/questions tliat are displayed inside 

15 die publishing wizard which allows for flexible on-the fly customization of templates just 
by answering the questions inside the publishing wizard. 

v) A method is provided to 6ave» create, test and retrieve regular e}q>res5i(»is 
udng XML files for storage and retrieval. 

• Regular expressions are rq>resented as icons in the GUI 

20 • Each. Regular E3q>ression may be a set of ASCII characters that 

describes valid inputs 

• The IDE helps users create Regular Exjpressions 

• The IDE helps users test Regular E9q>ressions 

• The IDE allows users to import Regular Expressions from an outside 
25 data file 

• This will allow the sales of Regular Expressions on the Web or 
network and their seamless incorporation into the IDE. 

vi) A method is provided to save, create and test database queries 

• ' Database queries may be rq>resented as icons in the GUI 

30 • Each Database Query is a custom SQL query that is able to interact 

with relational databases. 
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• Database connections are described separately - allowing the Database 
Query to be directed at multiple databases. (The database could be 
MS Access, MS SQL Server, Oracle, or other database - the user 
does not need to specify beforehand and can switch at any time 
without affecting the form.) 

• This gives users the ability to change the database used for a project 
without having to change the form metadata/schema at all. 

vii) A medKxl is provided to store and retrieve form elements and form 
sections in a library . For example: 

• A Library of Sections and Fields 

• A library from which users can drag and drop form sections and form 
fields into the form they are currentiy creating 

• LINKED sections and fields will retain the properties described in die 
Ubraiy - then, to make a universal change to a field common to many 
forms, one change in the library will be reflected in all forms. This 
provides the ability to make a change to a section or form that 
(optionally) ^tomatically changes all related applications in the users' 
web site. 

• COPIED sections and fields will not retain the properties described in 
the libfary and are customizable for each form. Subsequent changes 
in the library (such as q>ecifying a different database source) will not 
be reflected in all forms^ but only forms that are linked to the library. 
Users can add any section, or field to the library at any time. 

2) Iiiveiitioii Rtmtime Enviromnent 

The Invention Runtime Environment is a highly scalable^ maintainable, and reliable 
runtime Mvironment that uses data created uang die IDE or by other means to serve 
sf^histicated web based applications to users with both XMLrCompatible and non-XMLr 
compatible browsers. 

a) Runtime Enviranment Architecture 

The Invention runtime environment is unique and includes a variety of aspects 
including: 
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i) A method to serve two or more distinct versions of the fonn/application 
using only one form/application description file. 

• In one aspect* the design automatically creates and maintains two 
versions of each ^plication using only one form in the IDE. This 
S ' means that users of the IDE need only maintain one version of the 

form/application, but: 

• users of XML-compatible browsers are served a quick, 
efficient, client-side version of the fonn« which reduces web 
server load and increases client-side performance. This. 
10 version includes sending the schema XML file, and any XSL 

files, CSS flies, and JavaScript files for navigation and 
validation to the browser for processing. 

' • Users of non-XML-compatible browsers are served a pure 
HTML/CSS version of the form pages which processes each 
15 page in the form on the server. This version involves 

processing Che XML schema file, and any XSL. files, 
JavaScript files and COM components on the server, and 
sending html and CSS to the browser. 

A method is provided (folder architecture) to store web files for. ultimate ease of 
20 maintainability and reuse of application. An important aq>ect is the fiact that the final 
form files can have minimal size (less than 10 lines) because of the fact that diey only 
have the values that differentiate them from other forms and LINKS to both a form 
schema and a template. What makes this possible is the combination of a standardized 
folder structure with Server-Side Includes (SSI) that use absolute paths. SSI are a 
25 progranunatic construct of Active Server Pages that allow the inclusion of content from 
anodier file into the existing file at the server. The advantage of this approach is the 
ability to change both the schema and the look and feel independently both at the time of 
creation and after the form has been published Theie is no need to rq[)ublish the form 
for these changes take effect; they take immediate effect Also, there is a n:m 
30 relationship between a template and a schema, Le., one template can be used with 
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multiple schemas and one schema can be used with multiple templates. This allows for 
maximum reuse, 

A company can have a standardized look and feel defined for all its forms or a subset of 
them, and easily associate schemas with this template. If die company wishes to change 
5 the standardized look and fieel, eg., the name and logo of the company changed, the 
change has to be done only in the traiplate and takes immediate effect for all the forms 
that are associated with this template^ 
Reuse of sdiemas: 

10 An q[>plication service provider (ASP), in one aq>ect, may ^velop and sell a set of 
standardized schemas for work processes. Several companies/customers may wish to use 
these standardized schemas, however they may wish to have their own look and feel with 
the schemas. The ASP provides customized templates for each customer, and assodates 
the resulting fonns vnfb At customized templates and the standard schemas. If ttere js a 

IS need to change the schema, e.g., another field is required, then the ASP only needs to 
change the standardized schema and the change takes immediate effect for all forms that 
link to this standardized schema. 
eAgent Architecture 

20 A forther aq>ect of the invention is the eAgent architecture. It uses a set of COM 
components and configurable XML files in a preferred embocfiment to determine 
appropriate actions, and to perform these acticms for each XML document received in the 
queue system. Some of the important aspects include: 

i) Pbttem-cootent based selection of actions to be performed - an eAgent 
25 manager determines which Actionset to perform by searching each incoming XML 

document for previously cached XSL patterns. Using XSL patted, a component (die 
eAgent Manager) determines the type of each incoming XML document, and detennhies 
which Ac^nset to perform, based on die Qfpe of XML document invcdved. The 
component km>w8 yAdtb pattmis to search for based on, the cached XML selector 
30 documents. 

ii) A faot-piuggable eAgent component archhecmre: An architecture in which 
^action' components can be added without having to recompile any code, stop and restart 
any services, or interrupt the fonctionality in any way. More eAgrats (with corresponding 
action files) can be added to the system at any time without interruption. All that is 
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needed is that any Actionset file which will utilize the new eAgent be updated with the 
new ProgID of the eAgent^ and which actions to pcrfonn. Since Actionset files are XML 
documents, this does not require the stopping and starting or recompiling of any code or 
code components. 

S iii) A business rules system which is changeable at run-time (without 

interrupting normal operation) - the eAgent ardiitecture includes several components that 
implement the system, business rules or work flow. These are the eAgent Manager, the 
eAgent Action Coordinator^ and the eAgents, in a tiered ardbitecture. However, the 
business rules themselves are defined in XML documents which can be changed without 

10 recompiling any code, and m &ct can be changed during run-time. (Prior art systems 
^ically' would at the very least require the system to be stopped and restarted, and in 
many cases a complete recompile of the code would be required). 

iv) A decoupled action set system: The eA gents in the system are self aware . 
ojily. They arc not aware of the existence in the system of other eAgents. Despite this, 

IS actions can be performed which transfer information from one eAgent to another. This is 
done as follows: 

The eAgent Action Coordinator calls an eAgent function and passes the 
eAgent a copy of the routing document, which incorporates both the 
incoming XML document and the results of execution from previous 

20 eAgents. It receives back the result of the processing as an XML 

document/element, which it adds to a routing document attached to the 
original XML document, before passing the original XML document and 
the routing document to the next eAgrat ^ecified in the Actionset. 
Another advantage of this is that there is no possibility for an eAgent to 

25 corrupt the original message. But more importantiy, eAgents need not be 

. designed to work in tandem with any other code or components odier than 
the eAgent Action (^rdinator. . 

Specific eAge&ts 

The current implementation of the invation employs several eAgents; 
30 Action-Qaery eAgent: 

The Action-CJuery eAgent allows the system to insert, update and delete 
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data in any ODBC and/or OLE OB compatible database. The data from the 
incoming XML document can be mapped to fields in the database tables. 
The mapping is defined in Action-Query documents and the eAgent uses 
this and the incoming XML document to insert, update and/or delete data 
in the database* 

SdimaeAgem: 

The schema eAgent allows the system to automadcally create and update 
database tables and action queries based (mi die incoming XML document. 
Using this automation facility radically simplifies the development of XML 
to database mapping. 

PDFeAgent: 

The PDF eAgent peculates an empty PDF fonn template with data from 
the incoming XML document. The PDF eAgent action document defines 
the template to use and other relevant parameters. A namiug convention is 
used to m^ the information from the incomiiig XML document to the 
fields inside the PDF form template. 

eMail eAgent: 

The eMail eAgent allows the system to send eMails to multiple recipients 
with a subject, a body, and' zero or more attachments. The eMail eAgent 
acdon document constitutes the template for the eMail, and is used in 
coordination with the incoming XML document to construct die eMail. 

Script eAgent: 

The script eAgent allows an ActiveSciipt, such as one written in VBScript, 
JavaScript or Perl, to perform any action on the uiooming XML document 
As these scripts have access to COM components on the system, inchiding 
the database, fde system, eMail and other components, these scripts offer 
an enormous amount of flexibility. The access to the incoming XML 
document is simplified by providing an object mocfel for the script to use. 
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Sample workflow (simplified): 
Business Task , 

The time for processing of ''request for leave" forms must be improved. 
The HR manager wants to be immediately notified of new requests for 
leave« S/he also wants a database of all requests so s/he €an view leave* 
related rqK>rt$. In addition^ due to company policies, s/he also needs the 
requests in writing, signed by the person requesting the leave. Ideally, the 
data should only be entered once. 

Tedmical Inplmentaiion 

The form "Request For Leave" is filled out in the browser by the person 
requesting the leave. When the user submits his/her request the request for 
leave application (XML document) is submitted to a queue. The queue 
manager 42 picks it up from the queue and passes it on to the eAgent 
manager 44, which determines the corresponding Actionset. The Acticmset 
encompasses four actions: 

The first action is passed to the Action-Query eAgent with the document 
ID of "insertLeave". The Action-Query eAgent reads the action document 
and then inserts die relevant data from the 7CML document into the 
database and returns execution to the eAgent Action Coordinator 46, 
indicating that it has successfully completed it*s task. In this way, all 
requests, are recorded in a database which can be utilized for analysis and 
reporting purposes. 

The eAgent Action Coordinator 46 ihen calls the PDF eAgent with the 
''leave'* action ID. The PDF eAgent reads tiie action document^ finds the 
location and parameters of the PDF form template and using a naming 
convention, fills all fields in the template witii the corre^onding parts of 
the XML document and saves the resulting PDF document. In addition to 
returning a success code, it documents the location of this PDF document 
in the routing document for later use. 
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The third action involves sending the perscm who submitted the leave 
raciest an eMail with the PDF document as an attachment that was created 
in the previous action. For diis die eMail eAgent is called with the 
"'leaveAcIc*' acdon documeat ID. The eMail eAgent loads this action 
document and constructs an eMail, which cont^s the person who 
submitted the leave request as a recipient and contains the PDF form as an 
attachment. The eMail eAgent then sends this eMsuI to the person ' 
requesting the leave. To fulfill the current company regulations, that 
person can then print out the PDF formt sign it and pass it on to the HR 
dq>artment There is no need to enter the data a second time. The eAgrait 
returns a success code to die eAgent Action coordinator 46. 

The fourth action involves sending the HR manager an eMail. The eMail 
eAgent is called by the eAgent Action Coordinator 46 with the "leaveHR'' 
action document ID. The eMail eAgent reads the action document and 
constructs and sends the eMail to the HR manager. 

Additional e-commeroe aspects 

Faced widi today's new, rapidly expanding marketplace, e-commerce merchants 
have found themselves unable to efRciendy and effectively communicate their orders to 
supplier and unable to obtain vital buuness process info^nnation, such as real*dme 
inventory levels. Up until now, it has been extremely difOcult for amipantes to ccmduct 
business over the Internet because of die lade of a sin^e tedmical vocabulary for 
describing business processes. 

Hie only widely adopted e-commerce transacdm sohidon today. Electronic Data 
Interchange (EDI), has fostered a Graginented market* where trading partners have created 
''islands of standardization'' which su|)port only qiecific vendcnrs and imirfementations. 
Each interconnection must be carefully m^qied from a source system to the receiving 
system and maintained individuaJfy as source and receivbg systems evolve. Each new 
trading partner adds to the staggering number of unique ccnnbinations which must be 
incfividually structured and maintained— resulting in global technical gridlock. 

EDFs high costs, low ROI and limited services have restricted its marlcet 
penetration to less than 2% of all US businesses. 
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Qnline Transaction Clearin^OQse Solution 

The eAgent tiered configuration, described as one aspect of the present Invention, 
possesses the unique capability to provide an unlimited volume and variety of lowest-cost 
transacticHis between any vendor and any supplier, through an online transaction 
S clearinghouse. 

Based on open Internet technologies and standards, including XML, diis aspect of 
die present invendcm fiilfills a q^ecific niche that has not, until now» been successfully 
. addressed. Using, multiple, geogrsq>hicaIly*diq>ersed high-capaciQr servers, this aspect of 
die invmtion allows the receipt and processing of intelligent business^to-business (b2b) 
10 transaction and workflow instructions, including purchase orders, payment and fulfillment 
mstnictions, and price and inventc^y requests. 

This aspect of the present invention facilitates seamlessly integrating all 
transactions, and will guarantee the distribution of correct transaction instructions, 
regardless of the ERP systems, legacy systems, or databases used by sui^liers and 
IS merchants involved in the transaction. The online transaction clearinghouse facilitated by 
the present invention is a complete supply-side transaction solution designed to maximize 
accessibility, reliabiliQr, responsive service and speed of fulfillment. 

Each transaction in accordance with this aspect of the present invention relies on 
die following services, each of which may be contained within the Fonns Web site: 

20 1. The Guaranteed Tkmisaction. E-eommeroe Web sites and/or Forms web sites will 
s^d secure, XML-formatted transactions to a global array of Message Queue (MQ) 
Servers, all poised to capture each e-^mmerce transaction and forward it to die 
closest facility. If one MQ Server goes off-line, any of the others will step in to 
seamlessly take Its place. 

25 2. The Business Rules Package. The E-conunerce Web site' transaction instmctions 
and Forms environment will contain business rules, in addition to the basic transaction 
that will be executed using the described eAgent workflow cnpot. 
The eAgmt 

This aspect of the Inventim will use the eAgent architecmre to transfer ord^s and 
30 data requests (such as status of order) to a merchant's back-end syst»i and receive 
information, as appn^riate. 
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This e-conuneroe aspect of the present Inventioa is the only solution to fully 
address all four nugw sources of transacdon costs: 

1. The asynchronous systems architecture and intelligent eAgent technology of this e- 
commerce aspect of the invention together provide an unlimited capadty to 

5 receive, store and process information. This uiiii^e ccmibination of capabiiides 

engenders near-zero marginal quantitative and qualitative costs of new transactions. 

2. This e-Commerce aspect of the Inventira assures transaction reliability, onetime 
payment and low charge-bade cafes* 

3. This e^commeroe aqiect of the present inventioa provides timely market 
10 intelHgience and an online acgustable 'smart' buuness lo^c vehicle, vriiich combine 

to enable instant reactions to market fluctuations. 

4. This e-commerce a^iect of the present Invention drives transaction services and 
buyer-siqiplier relationships toward perfect competition, contmually redudng the 
'asset ^)ecifidty* portion of the transaction cost. 

15 This e-commeroe asp&d of the Invention enables enterprises to create a universally 

accessible value web of increadngly complex, interlocking products and cross-selling 
arrangements* 

From the above, it can be seen that unportant aspects of die present invention 
include: 

20 • Use of a tiered software ardittecture diat does not compromise on 

scalability, maintainability and performance. 

• Ease of integratkm: The present invention offers exceptional ability to 
integrate the submitted form data with any other computer system or user 
by having schema and captured data as an XML document. 

25 • Uses one metadata descripdon of forms to di^Iay multiple outputs (client- 

side DHTML/XMl/XSL, or server-side Active Server Pages (ASP), or 
many other possibilities.) 

• Sunplidty. A forms designer needs to only be able to use one simple 
graphical user interface to create, administer and publish powerfiil forms to 

30 the Intranet/Internet without the need to have any know-how in the areas of 

HTML/ASP/XML/XSL/CSS/Regular Expressions/JavaScript etc. 
Using this innovative approach, the present Invention can be developed and 
deployed by non-programmers in a short period of time, and over the In^et or over a 
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network. Changes to forms (maintenance) can be made even more quickly than form 
creation (again over the Internet). The present invention supports all of the major 
' browsers and is highly scalable, £ist and maintainable. And, by having the submitted 
data available as XML, the results can be easily integrated into any other system. Befdre 
S ' the present invention, developing online forms with fields, validation^ a preview page, 
and separate versions for IE5.0 and Netsca^ would have taken a fiilly qualified 
programmer several weeks. M^taining such an ^plication would have taken the same 
programmer far longer. 

The foregoing description of the preferred embodiment of the Invention has been 

10 presented for puq)ose of illustration and descrqidon. It is not intended to be ohaustive 
or to limit the Invention to the precise form disclosed, and modifications and variations 
are possible in light of the above teachings or may be acquired from practice of the 
invention. The embodiments were chosen in order to expMn the principles of the 
Invention and its practical appUcations in order to enable one skilled in the art to utilize 

IS the Invention in various embodiments and with various modifications as are suited to the 
particular use contemplated. It is intended that the scope of the Invention be defined by 
the claims appended hereto, and their equivalents. 
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WE CLAIM: 

L An ifltegrated develcipin&nt method for creating fonn$« comprising the 
steps of: 

storing at least one schema for a form in a first file at a computing resource* 
wherein said schema comprises minimal user interface representations; 

accesMflg at least one template of a form in at least one second file separate from 
said first file, wherein each of said templates comprises a user interface rqiresentation of 
said form; 

selecting one of said at least one template and one of said at least one schema; and 
creating at least one linldng file that links said selected sdiema and said selected 
template. 

2. A method as defined in claim 1^ wherein said sdiema storing step 
comprises die step of storing a plurality of different schema. 

3. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein a plurality of different templates 
can be accessed in said template accessing stq>. 

4. ^ A method as defined m claim 1* wherein said schema storing step 
comprises the step of storing a plurality of different schema. 

5. A method as defined in claim 1» wherein said schema storing step 
comprises creating said scbeoia, including the step of oopyuig at ieai^ one element from a 
diffef«t sdiema mto said schcsna being created. 

6. A method as defmed in claim 1« wherein said schema storing step 
comprises the step of copying at least one element fnHn a database of reusable elements to 
form said schema. 

7. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein said schema storing stq> 
comprises the step of linking at least one element into said schema from a database of 
rwsabie dements. 

8. A method as defined in claim 7, wherein said reusable elements are fields. 
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9. A method as defined in clatm 7 wherein said reus^te elements is a 
plura&ty of said fields. 



10, A method as defined in claim 7, wherein said reusable elements arc 
queries. 

IL A method as defmed in claim 1, further comprising the step of 

creating said schema, including tiie steps of selecting query infonnation from a 

query informadon database separate from said first and second files, and incorporating 

said query iniformation into said schema. 

12. A method as defined in claim 11, wherein said query information is linked 
to said schema, 

13. A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

creating said schema, including the steps of selecting a regular expression from a 
regular expressicxi database separate from said first and second files* and incorporating 
said regular expression into said schema so as to validate inputted data. 

14. A method as defined in claim 13, wherein said selected regular expression 
is linked into said schenui. 

15. A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the step of creating 
said schema^ induding the steps of selecting a user-defined control from a custom 
database separate from said first and second files, incorporating said user-defined control 
into said schema so as to provide improved input for fidds made up of a plurality of 
variable and fixed text elments. 

16. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein said schema storing stq> 
comprises the stq> of storing said schema in a data-centric hierarchical storage and 
retrieval mechanism. 

17. A method as defined in claim 16, wherein said data-centric hierarchical 
storage and retrieval mechanism is XML. 

18. A method as defined in claim 1; fiirtber comprising the steps of at runtime 
converting said schema to an interface widi a user. 
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19* A method as defined in claim 18. wherein said converting ^ OMnprises 
converting tbe schema co HTML. 

20. A method as defined in claim 15. wherein said schema includes elements 
with attributes* 

21. A method as <fefiiied in claim 20, farther comprising the step at runtime of 
using attritete based validation to validate end user input da«L 

22. A method as defined in claim 21, fiirdier comprising the step at runtime if 
an error is discovered during said validation step, including an error flag and an 
associated error message in said schema or separate schema in said data-centric 
hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism. 

23. A method as defined in claim 22. wherein said error message is presented 
to a user. 

24. A method as defined in claim 1. fiirther comprising tbe step of: allowing 
the separate creation and modification of parts of the forms creation and maintenance 
process and thereby allowing q>eciaIization of tasks. 

25. A method as defined in claim 24. wherein said tasks include designing 
queries^ regular expressions, user-defined controls, templates and forms creation and. 
processing of the submitted of data. 

26. A method as defined iii claim 1. herein said schiema comprises at ieast 
one field; and 

further compriang a field library sqiarate from said first and second files for 
storing one or more fields; and 

wherdn said schema storing step comprises the stq>s of: 

storing in a file a schema comprising a link to said at least erne field in said field 
library; and 

storing in a file a transformed scAema that does not include said link co said at 
least one field, but rather ccmtems of that field 
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27. A method as defined in claim 26, wherein said schema includes a plurality 
of said fields, and wherein said schema includes links to at least two different fields in 
said field library. 

28. A method as defined in claim 26, wherein for a field that is changed in said 
field library^ updating a plurality of said schema that contain a link to said changed field. 

29. A method as defined in claim 28» wherein said updating step includes the 
steps of retransforming said schema. 

30. A method as defmed in claim 28 » wherein said updating step comprises 
performing said updating step during runtime. 

31. A method as defmed in claim 1, wherein said Unking file creatmg step 
comprises the steps of creating a linking file for a data-centric hierarchical storage and 
retrieval mechanism user-interface program^ and creating a linking file for a non-data 
centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism enabled user-interface program. 

32. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein a navigation engine can navigate 
among a plurality of sections, and wherein said schexna storing step comprises a step of 
storing a schema with zt least two secdons. 

33. A method as defined in claim 1, furdier comprising the step of defining 
template specific customization questions. 

34. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein said schema comprises at least 
one field; and further comprising the st^ of creating a schema and storing a schema 
including a link from said one field to a field in said field library of reusable fields; and 
storing a transformed schema with no links. 

35. A mediod as defined in claim 1» if a user interface program is not 
compatible with a data-cratric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism^ then creating 
a unique ictentifier at runtime for an instance of one said storage schemas. 

36. . A method as defined in claim 35, wherein said unique identifier is passed 
between a navigation engine in said computing resource to and from a user interface 
program at a user location. 
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37. A mediod as defined in claim 1, ivherein at nmtime submitted end user 
data is written to a queue. 

38. A method as defined in claim 37» wherein a log of transactions is created 
for said queue. 

39. A meftod as defined in claim 1, wherein for a user interface program diat 
is compatible with a data centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism, at nmtime 
selecting a schema and sendmg said selected schema to said user interface program as an 
island of data in accordance with said data-oentric hierarchical stwage and retrieval 
mechanism^ within a form page in presentation language* 

40. A method as defined in claim 39, wherein said selected schema is in die 
form of an XML island in an HTML page. 

4L A method to publish forms comprising the steps of: 
creating a schema; 

providing a list of predefined templates; 
selecting a template; 
selecting a publishing destination: and 
linking said schema to said selected template. 

42. A metlKxl as defined in claim 41, further comprising the stq> of req)an^ 
to template specific custimiization questions and linking re^xmses to said selected 
template. 

43. A method for creating a regular expression file comprising the steps of: 
inputting and presenting a name for a regular eiqpression; 

inputting and presradng a pattern for a regular expression that is to be used in a 
validation engine; . 

inputting and presentittg an error message for user inputs diat do not match said 
pattern; 

inputting at least one test case; and 

comparing said test case to said pattern; and 

presenting a message in tespons^ to said ctmparison step. 
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44. A method as defined in claim 43» further including the step of inputting 
and presenting a description of said regular e7q}ression. 

45. A method as defined in claim 43, further comprising the step of inputting 
and presenting at least one valid example of said pattern. 

46. A navigadon engine program product, comprising: . 

a computer usable medium having boiiq>uter readable program code embodied 
therein comprising: 

fir$t code, for transforming data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval 
mechanism data to presentation language; 

second code for rmiving data in presentation language and converting said 
received d^ta to said data-centric hierarchic^ storage and retrieval mechanism; 

third code for performing attribute based validation on said data; 

fourth code for providing navigation among present pages; and 

fifth code for saving said data in response to a command 

47. A computer program product as defined in claim 46, wherein said third 
code operates to perform said attribute validation only after said data has been converted 
to said dataH:eatric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism by said second code* 

48. A method for processing forms on a user-interface program, comprising 
the steps of 

receiving an engine and a file with a form including a schema and a template in 
data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism; 

transforming with said engine said form from said data-centric hierarchical storage 
and retrieval mechanism into presentation language and presenting said form at said user- 
mterface program; 

receiving user input data in said pr^mtation language; 

converting said user mput data to said data-centric hierarchical storage and 
retrieval mechanism; 

performing attribute based validation on said converted user input data; 

incorporating any error detected in said validation stq> in. said data-centric 
hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism into said form schema or separate form 
schema; 
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and presenting an error 



converting said any error into presentation language 
message associated therewith to said user; 

allowing said user to connect said user input data, if necessary; and 
saving said user input data. 

49. A method as defined in claim 4^, wherein said form transforming sxsp 
comprises the step of receiving a schema as an island in the format of a data centric 
hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism in a form page rq>resented in presentation 
language. 

50. A method as defined in claim 49, wherein said schema is stored as am 
XML island in an HTML page. 

5L A method as cfefined in 48, further comprising the step of presenting a 
preview of said form to said user with said user input data inoorpotaied therein. 

52. A method as defined in claim 48, further comprismg die step of allowing 
said user to navigate aro<mg different sections in said form. 

53. A method as defined in claim 48, further comprising the step of submitting 
user .data and writing said submitted user data to a queue. 

54. A method as defined in claim 53, fiirtter comprising the step of creating a 
log of transactions of said schema. 

55* A runtime environment method for an electronic forms qiplications* 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a forms request from a user*inter£ace program; 

determining if said user*interfiace program is compatible or not compatible with a 
data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism; 

sending from a computing resource to said user-inter£ace program, if said user- 
interface program is compatible with said language, a sdiema file containing fona 
information to be inserted into a form template and a form navigation engine and a form 
input validation engine; and 

if said user-inter&oe program is not compatible with said storage and retrieval 
mechanism, sending user input information to said computing resource for processing and 
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sending a presentation language version of form pages resulting from said computing 
resource processing hack to said user-interface program. 

56. A method as defined in claim 55, wherein at runtime the step is performed 
of using attributes to validate end user input data. 

57. A method as (tefmed in claim 55, where at runtime the step is performed of 
writing reailts of said validation and any error message associated flxerewith inu> said 
schema* 

58. A method as defined in claim 55, if a user interface program is not 
compatible witii said data^tric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism, then 
creating a unique identifier at runtime for forms processed at said computing resource. 

59. A metiiod as defined in claim 55. wherein said unique identifier is passed 
between a navigation engine in said computing resource to and from said user inter&ce 
program at a user location. 

60. A method as defined in claim 55, wherein at runtime submitted end user 
data is written to a queue. 

61. A method as defined in claim 60, wherein a log of . transactions is created 
for said queue. 

62. A method as defined in claim 55, wherein for a user interface program tiiat 
is compatible with a data centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism, at runtime 
selecting a schema and sending said selected schema to said user interfece program as an 
island of data in accordance with aid data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval 
mechanism, within a form page in presentation language. 

63. A method as defmed in daim 62, whcrem said selected sdiema is in the 
form of an XML island in an HTML pagei. 

64. A method for creating a form file comprising the steps of: 
storing in a form filea patii to a schema in a first file at a storage location; 
storing in said form file a path to a template in a second file different from said 

first file at a storage location; and 
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65. A method as defined in claim 64, wherein said stq> of storing said form 
file includes the step of stcning customizatiOQ information for a template. 

66. A method as defined in claim 64, wherein storing said form file stq> 
inchides the st^ of storing customization information for a form. 

67. A method as defined in claim 64, wherein said stored paths are absolute 

paths. 

68. A method tor perfonning customized actions in a computing environment, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing at least one sdecfor file, each selector file containing at least one 
selector pattern and associated with an actionset that contains at least one action, wherein 
said at least one action contains at least an eAgent ID and an associated action document 
ID; 

obtaining a document for processing from a queue; 

searching said documrat for a match to at least one of said selector patterns of said 
selecfor files; 

if a matdi is found for one of said selector patterns, execudng said at least one 
action in said Acticmsct assodated with said matched selector file, including loading an 
eAgent specifitd by said eAgent ID; and 

said eAgent reading an action document qiecified by said associated action 
document ID and perfonning an action specified therein. 

69. A method as defined in daim 68, further comprisrag the step of otaammg a 
document for processing from one of a plurality of said queues. 

70. A method as defined in claim 68, further comprising the steps oft creating 
a routmg document; attaching said document to said routing document; and attaching 
information to said routing document 

71. A method as defined in claim 70, wherein said information attached io said 
routing documrat relates to a stams of ibt action. 
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72. A mctbod as defined in claim 70. wherein said infonnation attached to said 
routing document comprises result infonnation from said action performed by said 
eAgent 

73. A method as defined in claim 72, wherein said information is readable by a 
different eAgent 

74. A method as defined in claim 70, wherein said information attaching step 
comprises attaching said information only from non-^Agents. 

75. A niethod as defined in claim 58, wherein said document is in a format of 
a data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism. 

76- A method as defined m claim 68, wherein said document is in XML, 

77. A method as defined in claim 68. wherein said selector file, routing 
document, Actionset and action documents are in a format of a data-centric hierarchical 
storage and retrieval mechanism. 

78. A method as defined in claim 68, wherein said selectt>r file, routing 
document, Acdonset and action documents are in XML^ 

79. A method as defined in claim 70, wherem said information attached to said 
document comprises an indication of status of said action by said eAgent. 

80. A mediod as defined in claim 68, fiirther comprising the step of creating a 
completicm file, wherein said routing document is stored in die format of a data-centric 
hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism. 

81. A method as defined in claim 80, wherem said completicm file is stored to 
a queue. 

82. A metbod as defined in claim 70, wherein said infonnation attached to said 
routing xlocument comprises a time stamp of at least when the action was conq>leted. 

83. A method as defined in claim 70, further comprising the step of 
determining if a second action is present with an associated second document ID and a 
second eAgent ID; 
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said eAgent associated with said second eA^nt ID reading an action document 
specified by said second acdon document ID and performing an action specified therein; 
attaching informadon to said rcHiting document; and 

sending said routing document with said attached information to said completion 

file. 

84. A method as defined in claim 70. further comprising the step of 
determining if a match to a second selector pattern in said selector files is fomid, and if 
said match to said second selector file is found, executing a second Actionsct associated 
with said matched second selector file, including loading an eAgent q>ecified by an 
eAgent ID in said seamd Actiooset; 

said eAgent reading an action document associated with an acftira document ID in 
said second action set and performing an action ^^ecified therein; and 
attaching information to said document 

85. A metiiod as defined in claim 68, wherein said Actionset contains anotiier 
Actionset. 

86. A method as defined in claim 68, wherein said Actionset contains at least 
one command from a set of conunands comprismg branching and iqietition commands. 

87. A mediod as defined in claim 68, wherein said Actioziset contains a parallel 
execution command 

88. A method as defined in claim 68. wherein said Actionset contains a time 
controlled execution command. 

89. A mefliod as defined in claim 68, wherein said providing step includes 
providing a plurality of selector files, wi A each of said selector files containing a priority 
relative to other selector files. 

90. A system for generating forms in a computing environment, comprising: 
a schema database; 

a template database separate from said schema cbtabase; and 
at least one linkage file, each containing code to link a selected schema with a 
selected template. 
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91. A sy^m as defined in claim 90, fiirther comprising : a database of 
validation patterns separate from said schema database and said template database; and a 
database of query information separate from said schema database and said template 
database 

92. A system as defined in claim 91. fiirther comprising a plurality of different 
forms creation modules, with eadh of said modules providing a differrat method of 
manipulatiag one or more of said databases. 

93. A system as defined in claim 91, further comprising a forms designer, 
ccmfiguratiott database listing which of said modules are to be used different forms 
designers at runtime. 

94. A system as defined in claim 92, wherein said plurality of modules 
includes a forms creation modules for allowing a forms designer to create a schema with 
validation. 

95. A system as defined in claim 92 wherein said plurality of modules includes 
a forms creation module for allowing a forms designer to select regular expressions from 
said regular expression database for use in said validation. 

96. A ^stem as defined in claim 94,- wherein sud forms creation modules 
inchides code to provide a link in said schema to said selected regular expression in said 
regular expression database. 

97. A system as defined in claim 92, wherein plurality of modules includes; 

a toms creation module for allowing a forms designer u> select query information . 
from said query information database to create einnentis in said schema. 

98. A system as defined in claim 97, wherein said query selecting forms 
creation module includes code to provide a link in a schema to said selected query 
information in said query database. 

99. A system as defiined in claim 97, herein said plurality of modules 
includes a regular expressions module for allowing said forms designer to add/change 
regular expressions in said regular expressions database. 
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100. A system as defined in claim 92, wherein said plurality of different forms 
creation modules includes a query infonnation module for allowing said fonns designer to 
add/change query informatim in said query infonnation database. 

101. A system as defined in claim 90, further comprising an elements database 
for Storing a plurality of different elements that may be reused in forms. 

102. A system as defined m claim 92, further conq>rising an actions module for 
includmg code for contriving at least one eAgeiit. 

103. A system as defined in claim 92, further comprising a custom module for 
creation of uscr*defined controls. 

104. A system as defined in claim 92, wherein said plurality of modules 
includes a forms creation modules for altowing a tocm designer to select a user-defmed 
control. 

105. A system for performing actions on documents in a computing 
environment, comprising: 

a selector file database containing a plurality of selector files; 
an Actionset database containing a plurality of Actionsets; 
v/htrein each selector file is associated with exactly one Actionset; 
an eAgent specific action document database containing a plurality of acticm 
documents that are specific to eAgmts; 

wherehs each of said Actxmsecs in. associated with at least one action document. 

106. A system as defined in elaun 105, further compri^g at least <me creation 
module for creating and/or manipulating entries in oat of said databases. 

107. A system as defined in claim 105, further comprising: 

code for specifying at least mze of said selectiv files from said selector file 
database; 

code for specifying at least one of said Actionsets from said Actionset database; 
code for specif^ng at least one of said eAgent specific action documents of said 
eAgent q[>edfic action documents; 

code for linking said ^ified selector file with said ^^ecified Actionset; and 
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code for Unldng said specified Actionset with said ^)ectfied action document* 

108. A computer program product for an integrated development environment, 
comprising: 

a COTiputer usable medium having a computer readable code embodied therein, 
comprising: 

presentation host Gode» said presentation host code; including shared user interface 
and logic code components, code for reading a IDE configuration, and code for loading 
any IDE component code and business logic components code as defined in said IDE 
configuration; 

at least one IDE componrat code loaded by said presentation host on said user- 
interface program, said IDE component code including a user interface; and 

at least one business logic component code loaded by said presentation host on said 
. user-interfiace program, said business logic component code defining the mterrelation^ips 
betwera objects represented in said user interfs^. 

109. A compu^ program product as defined in 108, further including a. data 
access abstraction layer code that allows business components code to read and write 
information to/from a computing resource. 

110. A computer program product as defined in claim 108, wherein said 
presentation host code runs within a browser. 

IIL A computer program product as defined in claim 109, wherein said data 
access layer access allows readmg and writing infonnation to/from a computing resource 
over a communications link. 

112. A computer program product as defined m claim 109, wherein said data 
access layer access allows reading and writing information to/from a local computing ^ 
resource. 

113. A computer program product as defined in claim 108, wherein said 
presentation host includes code for sharing business components code. 

114. A computer program product as defined in claim 108, wherein presentation 
host code, said IDE component code, said business component code, said data access 
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abstraction layer code are each on a different tier, wherein a tier permits communication 
only with components in the same or neighboring tiers. 

1 15. An integrated development environment method, comprising the steps of: ' 

loading onto a computer resource code in a tiered architecture apprising: 

a presentation host tier that includes presentation host code, said presentation host 

code including shared user inter&ce and logic code components, code for reading a IDE 

configuration, and code for loading any IDE component code and business lo^c 

components code as defined in said IDE configuration; 

an IDE component tier, including at least one IDE component code loaded by said 

presentation host on said user-interface program, said IDE component code including a 

user interface; 

a business logic component tier, including at least one business logic component 
code loaded by said presentation host on said user-inter&ce program, said business lo^c 
component code defining the interrelationships between objects represented in said user 
inteif^; 

a data access abstraction layer tier, including a data access abstraction layer code 
that allows business components code Co read and write information to/from a computing 
resource; and 

communicating with a remote computing resource through use of said data access 
abstraction layer code. 

116. A method as defined in claim 115, wherein said communicating stq> 
nicludes the step of commnnicaring over the Internet. 

117. A method as defined in claim 115, wherein said communicating step 
comprises the step of OMnmunicatiag with a remote data access tier in said computing 
resource, wberem said remote data access tier is a different tier from a data der in said 
remote computing resource. 

118. A method as defined in claim 116, wherein said communicating step 
comprises the step of conmiunicating with a remote data access tier in said computing 
resource, wherein said remote data access tier is a different tier from a data tier in said 
remote computing resource. 
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119. A computer program product comprising: 

a medium with machine-readable code stored thereon which gives the ability to its 
computer co perform form creation tasks, comprisiag: 
first code for facilitating a schema database; 

second code for &cilitating a template database separate from said schema 
database; 

third code for facilitating at least one linkage file, each containing code to link a 
selected schema in said schema, database with a selected template in said template 
database; 

fourth code for facilitating a database of validation patterns separate from said 
schema database and said template database; and 

fifth code for facilitating a database of query information separate from ssud 
schema database and said template database. 

120. A computer program product as defined in claim 119, further comprising: 
a selector file database containing a phirality of selector files; 

an Actionset database containing a plurality of Actionsets; 
one or more eAg^t specific action <k)cument databases containing eAgent specific 
action documents; 

at least one module for creation and manipulation of said databases. 

121. A computer program product as defined in claim 119, further comprising 
code for a plurality of diffemt forms creation modules, with each of said mobiles 
providing a different method of manipulating one or more of said databases; and a forms 
designer configuration database listing which of said modules that are to be downloaded 
to different forms designers at runtime. 

122. A computer program product as defined in claim 119, wherein said axle 
for said plurality of modules includes: 

code for a forms creation modules for allowing a forms de^gner to create a 
schema with validation, and to select regular expresaons from said regular expression 
database for use in said validation. 



-75- 



wo 01/37170 



PCTAJSOO/31221 



123- A computer pn^^am product as defined in claim 122, wherein said code 
for said forms creation modules includes code to provide a link in said schema to said 
selected regular expression in said regular expressicm database. 

124. A computer program predict as defined in claim 121, wherein said code 
for said plurality of modules includes: 

code for a forms creation module for allowing a forms designer to select query 
information from said query information database to create elements in said schema. 

125. A computer program product as defined in claim 122, wherein said code 
for said fonns creation module inchides code to provide a Imk in a schema to said 
selected quezy mformation in said query database. 

126. A computer program product as defined, in claim 121, wherein said code 
for said plurality of modules includes a regular expressions module for allowing said 
fonns designer lo add/change regular expressions in said regular eiqyressio&s database. 

127. A computer program product as defined in claim 121, wherein said code 
for said phirality of modules inchides a query information module for allowing said forms 
designer to add/change query information in said query information datatiase. 

128. A computer program prochict as defined in claim 119, further oompristng 
code for SacUitating an dements database for storing a pluiali^ of (EfTerent elements that 
may be reused in forms* _ . 

129. A computer prognun product as defined in claim 119, further comprising 
code for facilitating an actions module for including code for controlling at least one 
eAgent. 

130. A computer program product as defined in claim 121, further comprising 
code for bcilitating a custom modide tor creation of user-defined contiols. 
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FORMS CREATION METHOD AND J^OMMERCE METHOD 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVETsnTON 

1 . Field of the Invention 

The present iavemion relates generally to forms creation software and e'<X)mmerce, and 
5 more particularly, to a method, system and software for creating aod maintaining highly 
scalable and fiilly functional, multi-step web-based forms and the creation of a multi-tiered e- 
commerce method and system. 

2. Descriptiim of the Rdated Art 

There is a specific problem widi cutrent forms development software in that th^ are 
10 not scalable, and are not easily implemented across different computer systems. Such prior art 
systems typically require experienced programmers to design the forms on those systems. 

There is also the problem of controlling the workflow in e-commerce operations, 
particularly those e-commerce operations using moltqjle components. 
These problems have not been solved in die prior art. 

15 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Briefly, in a first aspea the present invention comprises an integrated development 
method for creating forms, including die steps of: storing at least one schema for a form in a 
first file at a computing resource, wherein the schema comprises minimal user interface 
representations; accessing at least one template of a form in at least one second file separate 
20 from the first file at a computing resource, wherein each of the templates con^rises a user 
interface representation of the form; selecting one of the at least one template and one of the at 
least one schema; and creating at least one linking file that links the selected schema and the 
selected template. 

In a further aspect of the invention, a method is provided to publish forms con^rising 
25 the stqjs of: creating a schema; providing a list of predefined templates; selecting a template; 
selecting a publishing destination; and Imking the schema to the selected template. 

In yet a further aspect of the present invention, a method is provided for creating a 
regular expression file comprising the steps of: inputting and presenting a name for a regular 
expression; inputting and presenting a pattern for a regular expression that is to be used in a 
30 validation engine; inputting and presenting an error message for user inputs that do not match 
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the pattern; iiqmttmg at least one test case; and comparing tbe test case to the pattern; and 
presenting a message in response to the comparison step. 

In a fnrtber aspect of tbe present invention, a navigation engine program product is 
provided, comprising: a con^uter usable medium having computer readable program code 
5 embodied therein comprising: first code for transforming data-centric hierarchical storage and 
retrieval mechanism data to presentation language; second code for receiving data in 
presentation language and converting the received data to the data-centric hierarchical storage 
and retrieval mechanism; third code for performing attribute based validation on the data; 
fourth code ibr providing navigation among present pages; and fifth code for savmg the data in 

10 response to a command. 

In yet a further aspect of the present invention, a method for processing forms on a 
user-interface program is provided, comprising the steps of: receiving an engine and a file 
with a form including a schema and a template in a data-centric hierarchical storage and 
retrieval mechanism; transforming with the engine the form from the data-centric hierarchical 

15 storage and retrieval mechanism into presentation language and presenting the form at the user- 
interface program; receiving user input data in the presentation language; converting the user 
input data to the data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism; performing attribute 
based validation on tbe converted user input data; incorporating any error detected in the 
validation step in the data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism into the form 

20 schema or separate form schema; converting the any error into presentation language and 
presenting an error message associated therewith to the user; allowing the usor to correct the 
user input data, if necessary; and saving the user iqput data. 

In a yet further aspect of the present invention, a runtime envkonment metfiod for an 
electronic forms applications is provided, comprising the stq)s of: receiving a forms request 

25 from a user-interface program; determining if the user-inter&ce program is conopatible or not 
compatible vnUb a data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism; sending from a 
computing resource to the user*uiter&ce program, if the user-interface program is compatible 
with die language, a schema file containing form information to be inserted into a form 
template and a form navigation engine and a form 'mpvx validation engine; if the user-interface 

30 program is not compatible with the storage and retrieval mechanism, sending user input 
information to the computing resource for processing and sending a presentation lax^uage 
version of form pages resulting fi-om the computing resource processing back to die user- 
interface program. 

-2- 
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In a yet forther aspect of the present invention, a method for creating a fonn file is 
provided comprising the steps of: storing in a form file a path to a sdiema in a first file at a 
storage location; storing in the form file a path to a template in a second file difierent irom the 
first file at a storage location; and storing the form file at a user location. 
5 In a yet further aspect of the present bvention» a method for perfonning customized 

actions in a computing environment is provided, comprising the steps of: providing at least one 
selector file, each selector file containing at least one selector pattern and associated with an 
action set that contains at least one action, wherein the at least one action contains at least an 
eAgent ID and an associated action document ID; obtaining a document for processing fi-om a 

10 queue; searching the document for a match to at least one of the selector patterns of the 
selector files; if a match is found for one of the selector patterns, executing the at least one 
action in the Actionset associated with the matched selector file, including loading an eAgent 
specified by the eAgent ID; and the eAgent readmg an action document specified by said 
associated action document ID and performing an action specified therein. 

15 In yet a further aspect of the present invention, a system for generating forms in a 

computing environment is provided, comprising: a schema database; a template database 
separate from the schema database; at least one linkage file, each containing code to link a 
selected schema with a selected template; a database of validation patterns separate fi'om the 
schema database and the template database; and a database of query information separate firom 

20 the sch^na database and the template database. 

Jn yet a further aspect of the present invention, a system for performing actions on 
documents in a computing environment is provided, comprising: . a selector iile database 
containing a plurality of selector files; an Actionset database containing a plurality of 
Actionsets, wherein each selector file is associated with exactly one Actionset; an eAgent 

25 spedfic action document database containing a phirality of action documents that are specific to 
eAgoils; wherein each Actionset in the Actionset database is associated with at least one action 
document. 

In yet a fituther aspect of the present invention,, a computer program product for an 
integrated development envuronment is provided, conq)rising: a computer usable medium 
30 having a computer readable code embodied therem, including: presentadon host code, the 
presmtation host code including shared user interface and logic code components, code for 
reading a IDE configuration, ami code for loading any IDH componrat code and business logic 
components code as defined in the IDE configuration; at least one IDE component code loaded 
by the presentation host on the user-interface program, the IDE component code mcludmg a 
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user interface; at least one business logic component code loaded by the presentation host on 
die user-interfiace program, the business logic coniponent code defining the interrelationships 
between objects represented in the user interface. 

In a yet further aspect of the present hivention, an integrated development environment 
5 method is provided, comprising the steps of: loading onto a computer resource code in a 
tiered architecture comprising: a presentation host tier that inchides presentation host code, 
the presentation host code including shared user interfece and logic code components, code for 
reading an IDE configuration, and code for loading any DOE corrqwnent code and busbess 
logic components code as defined in the IDE configuration; an IDE component tier, including 

10 at least one IDE coniponent code loaded by the presentation host on the user-interface 
program, the IDE component code including a user interface; a business logic component tier, 
including at least one business logic component code loaded by the presentation host on the 
user-interface program* the business logic conqponent code defining the interrelationships 
between objects represented in the user interface; a data access abstraction layer tier, including 

15 a data access abstraction layer code that allows business components code to read and write 
information to/from a computing resource; and communicating with a remote computing 
resource through use of the data access abstraction layer code. 

In a yet further aspect of the present invention, a computer program product is provided 
comprising: a medium with machine-readable code stored thereon which gives the abUity to its 

20 computer to perform form creation tasks, including: first code for fiicilitating a schema 
database; second code for facilitating a template database separate firom the schema database; 
third code for facilitating at least one linkage file, each containmg code to link a selected 
schona finm the sdbsxDSL database with a selected template firom the template database; fourth 
code for facilitating a database of validation patterns sq)aiate from the schema database and the 

2S teaqplate database; and fifth code for facilitating a database of query information separate from 
the schema database and the template database. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a schematic block diagram showing the Systran architecture for the forms 
creation system and method of Ae present inv^ition. 
30 Fig. 2 is a static block diagram of the overall invention architecture, including the 

forms creation system and method in combination with the e-conun^ce system. 
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Fig. 3 is a process workflow block diagram for a client-side processing software 

design. 

Fig. 4 is a worlcflow block diagram for a server-side processing software design. 
Fig. 3 is a process workflow block diagram of a forms publishing software process. 
5 Fig. 6 is a static block diagram of an eAgent architecture. 

Fig. 7 is a process workflow block diagram for the eAgent architecture software. 
Fig. 8 is a static block diagram of an integrated developmoit system for an e-commerce 
architecture. 

Fig. 9 is a schematic diagram of a forms schema. 
Fig. 10 is a schematic diagram of a regular expressions schema. 
Fig. 11 is a schematic diagram of a query schema. 
Fig. 12 is a schematic diagram of a templates schema. 
Fig. 13 is a schematic diagram of a template schema. 
Fig. 14 is a schematic diagram of a publishing folder schema. 
Fig. 15 is a schematic diagram of an integrated development environment schema. 
Fig. 16 is a schematic diagram of an XML selector schema. 
Fig. 17 is a schematic diagram of an Actionset schema. 
Fig. IS is a schematic diagram of an action query eAgent schema. 
Fig. 19 is a schematic diagram of a queue config schema. 

Fig, 20 is a schematic block diagram of a system for performing actions on documents. 
Fig. 21 is a schematic diagram illustrating the publishing wizard-Publish. ASP 
interaction between the IDE and the server. 

DEI AILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The present invention, in a preferred embodiment, may incorporate tedmologies, 
25 including: 

• Extmsible Markup Language (XML), both as an object store and as a data store 
for flexibUity, extensibiliQr and easy integration with other systems. 

• Ext^ible Stylesheet Language (XSL) and JavaScript^ using the XML DOM as 
the transformation engine, for transf(Mining the meta data of a form into an 

30 HTML form and for transforming one XML implementation into another. 

• Cascading Style Sheets (CSS), for manq}uladng the display of tbe XML Data. 
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• Dynamic HTML, for making use of client-side processing and updating page 
infonnation without needing a roundtrip to flie server. 

• Regular E?q)ressions, to enable validation and transformations of entered data. 

• Active Server Pages (ASP) for support of a multiple browser environment. 

5 • COM components, for packaging complex segments of the process into more 

modular and scalable sections. 

• JavaScript, for validation and client-side navigation logic, as well as sever-side 
ASP code, 

• Microsoft Transaction Server (MTS). for supporting a large number of 
10 concurrent users. 

• A queue-based approach (using the file system or a message queue server), for 
maximum scalability, reliability, response time as well as integration with 
other systems. 

• A template-based approach, where template designers can design the templates 
15 that ''plug m" to the present invention, thus providing a highly customizable 

look and feel, as well as separation and specialization of tasks. 

• An ActiveX based integrated development environment (DDE), for 
manipulation of XML files over the Internet using HTTP and the ability to 
associate the present invention with a template over the web - all using a 

20 graphical user interface (GUI). This obviates the need for the forms designer 

to learn any of the above technologies to create and maintain the present 
invention. 

It should be noted that although the preferred embodiment is described in the context of 
current language types such as XML, HTML, CSS, and the other listed languages and 
25 conventions for ease of reader understanding, it is not intended to limit the invention to these 
languages and conventions. For example, the references to XML can be replaced by any data- 
centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism; and HTML can be replaced by any 
appropriate presentation language. 

A number of terms that are used throughout the specification are defined below. 
30 Data-centric EDerarchical storage and retrieval mectianiimi 

A data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism comprises die ^ility to 
store and retrieve hierarchically organized data. It includes both the format m whidi the data 
gets stored, as well as how to access the hierarchically organized data. 

Action Document 

-6- 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 

BNSOOCIO. <WO___013717C3A3_«A> 



wo 01737170 



PCT/USOO/31221 



A document that defines parameters for an action in the data^ntric hierarchical storage 
and retrieval mechaniscL 
Routing Docummt 

A routing document contains a document and tracks actions executed on the document 
5 by die eAgencs. 

ActLCMQ 

An action can contain one or more processes that may or may not be executed by an 
eAgent. 

eAgent 

10 An eAgent is a software component that performs the action on the routing document 

and on the associated action document. 
Queue 

A queue can be a folder, mailbox, queue server or any computing resource capable of 
queuing data. 
IS Code for facilitating a database 

Code for facilitating a database encompasses the ability to set up, manipulate and/or 
maintain a database. 

Schema or Metadata 

Metadata or schema are data that describe the aspects of a form that change from form 
20 to form, excluding the exact (graphical) presentation. Examples will be provided below. The 
terms "schema" and ''metadata** are used interchangeably in this application. 
System Requirem^ts 

The user of the present invention who wants to fill out a form only requires a browser 
capable of HTML 32 or other presentation language and basic CSS support, e.g. Intern^ 
25 E7q)lorer 4.0 or above, Netscape Communicator 4.0 or above. 

The following table lists the requirements for the forms designer and the server on 



which the present invention are used at die present thne: 



Description 


Forms Designer 


Server 


Operating System 


Windows 95, Windows 98, 
Windows NT 4.0 
(workstation or server) or 
Windows 2000 (workstation 
or server) 


Windows NT 4.0 Server with 
service pack 4 (or above) and 
Option Pack (IIS 4 and MTS), 
or Windows 2000 Server 


Additional Software. 


Internet Explorer 5 


Internet Explorer S 
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Minimum RAM 


32MB 


128MB 


Hard drive space 
available 


10 MB 


5MB 



Referring now to Fig. 1 there is shown a block diagram of the forms creation system of 
the present invention. The individual conq>oneDts shown in this figure will be described, 
followed by a description of how these components are controlled using flowcharts of the 
5 software of the present invention. The specific XML vocabularies used will be covered in a 
later section, that will include a tree diagram, explanation and samples. 
Schema Library 

An fazqxirtant aspect of the present invention is the use of Meta data or schema. 
As noted above. Metadata or schema are data that describe the aspects of a form that 
10 change from form to form, excluding the exaa (graphical) presentation. Examples mclude but 
are not limited to 

> Name and caption of a field 

> Help text 

> What control type to use 

15 > Whether the field is required and any other validation rule 

> Whether to provide the user of the form with a loolaip list, and the entries of the list. 

The following are exanq)Ie$ of what would not constitute Meta data or be part of the 
schema. 

> Color (background, font, etc.) 
20 > Fonts (type, size, bold, italic, ...) 

> Positionmg 

> Graphical elements, including lines, circles, logos, etc. 

> HTML tags for display of input controls, e.g.. < INPUT > , ^c. 

Using this approach allows the separation of content from display, and the possibility to 
25 change each one conqpletely independently of the other. 

The schema of a form is represented are typically represented in a specific XML or 
other data-centric hierarchical vocabulary, that includes those elements and attributes needed to 
describe a form, but not its display in^lementation. 
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An extremely simplified example would look like this: 

<fonnname="RegistratioD'' > 

< field name = "FirstName" required = '*trae "/ > 

< field name = "LastName " required = "^true"/ > 
5 < field name= "eMair required - "true"/ > 

</form> 

The schema would be created by a forms designer and stored in a schema library 10. 
The schema library 10 provides the forms designer with the ability to reuse individual sections 
or fields or the entire schema in other forms. Any storage configuration may be utilized 
10 including remote and/or distributed storage accessible over a network^ over the Internet, or in 
any other convenient fashion. 

Query Library 

In one aspect of the invention^ in order to present the forms designer with a list of valid 
entries to populate form fields, the present invention provides the ability to gather the data for 
15 list/lookup from any ODBC/OLE DB compliant database, inchiding SQL Server. Access, 
Oracle, DB 2, DBase, Informix, Sybase, Microsoft Exchange and others. 

Instead of including the necessary information for executing a query dkecdy into the 
native sdbema of a form, the present invention uses a query library 12 to store queries and only 
references them inside the native schema of the forms by the given name of the query. This 
20 results in the ability to have a central repository 12 of all database-related queries for ease in 
making changes and flexibility. Queries can be changed independently of the forms that are 
using them, and any saved changes take immediate effect. 

The queries themselves are defined using a specific XML vocabulary, and the 
connection information to the databases, in a preferred embodiment, is kept in Microsoft Data 
25 link Files (udl files). 

Note that to facilitate the use of the query library to facilitate a central change to a 
query that is used m a phiraiity of different schema, the present invention, in a preferred 
embodiment, stores die schema in the schema library 10 in both a native schema format and a 
compiled format. In the native schema format, the schema inchides one or more links to the 
30 query library at those sections of the form fields and sections that are to incorporate a 
particular query therein. The compiled sch^na format is also stored and incorporates die 
query itself, rather than a link to the query. 

Updating a given schema with changes made to one or more queries would typicaUy be 
accomplished simply by reconqpiling ttie schema. Alternatively, the updating can also be 
35 programmed to be accomplished at runtime. 
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yaUdation Library 

A validation library of regular expressions 14 is provided that contains a list of regular 
expressions. 'Regular expressions' is a pattern matching technology, that allows for the 
comparison of an iiq>ut string against a pattern (regular expressiooO* and that evaluates whether 
3 the pattern is found in the iiq>ut string. In this way, a variety of validations can be executed 
when a user inputs data into an electronic fonn» including checking for valid email, zip, state, 
phone, SSN, etc. Each regular expression is given a user-firiendly name and is called from the 
schema library 14 by the forms designer using that name. The regular expressions library 14 
may conveniently store the regular expressions in XML or other conv^ient data-centric 
10 hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism. 

The same approach may be used as was used for the query library. The native schema 
stored at in the schema library 10 may include one or more links to regular expressions stored 
m the regular expressions library 14. The compiled schema stored in the schema library 10 
would include the particular regular expression without the link to the regular expression 
15 library 14. Accordingly, regular expressions can be updated by one central change to the 
regular expression library 14, which change can be propagated through all of the schema in the 
schema library 10 using that regular expression simply by recompiling the particular schema. 

Temfdates 

A Template is a collection of fdes, that may include ASP, CSS, images and other 
20 convenient items, which define the layout of the page in which the forms using that template 
are rendered. The layout typically mcludes the conipany logo and a navigation bar to allow die 
user to navigate to other pages of the site, plus the look and feel of the page, including colors, 
fonts, positioning, and other aspects. 

The present invention enables leveragmg the full power of ASP/HTML/CSS to format 
25 the page most ways that the forms designer may wish to display the form. The template files 
can be designed with any tool that can create ASP/HTML/CSS, mcluding Front Page, Visual 
InterDev, Dream Weaver or even a simple text editor. The templates that are seated are 
stored m a template library 16* 

To make an ASP page a template, a designer simply needs to enter appropriate lines of 
30 code into his/her ASP page (done autonoatically when the form is published to the Web) and 
create additiona] descriptions in associated XML files. 

The present invention allows the forms designer to easily select a template from the 
tenq}]ate database 16 with which to associate a schema. 

Display and Navigation Engine 
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Tasks 

Also included in the system is a display and navigation engine that performs die 
following tasks 

> Transforms the XML forms into HTML forms. (-> Forms translator) 

5 > Takes the input into HTML fornis and transfers the data back into XML form^ (-^ 

Forms extractor) 

> Performs validation logic diat on^y allows submission of valid data and notifies 
users of errors and what needs to be corrected. 

> Displays a preview page for user verification of entries . 

10 > Page navigation to allow moving forward and backward, including ensuring that 

any entered data are saved (Le., NEXT, PREVIOUS, SUBMIT). 

> Saves file submitted form data and relevant schema into a queue (the preferred 
implementation uses file system as a queue). 

In order to accomplish the foregoing tasks several con^nents are used. What they are 
15 and how they are used is described in the following sections. 
Clieot-Side vs. Server-Side processing 

In a preferred embodiment, there are two versions of the display and navigation engine 
18. For clients that use Internet Explorer 5 (IE 5) or other browsers that are compatible with a 
data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism, a substantial portion of the 
20 processing may take place on the client-side (browser). For other cUents that are not 
con:q)atible with a data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism, all the processing 
occurs on the server. Both versions share some components / component logic, while some 
parts are specific to each version. 

This preferred embodiment using two types of display and navigation engines is utilized 
25 in order to support a substantial number of browsers. Note that the display and navigation 
engine for DE 5 and other similar type browsers use the client-side functionality to offload 
processing to the client and thereby obtain improved performance (no server roimd trips) and 
higher scalability (less server processing needed). 

At the present time Internet Explorer 5 comes with sufficient support for the XML 
30 DOM (Data Object Model). XML data islands, XSL and DHTML (Dynamic HTML), whidi 
are used to implement a cUent-side version of the present invention. Future browsers that 
support these or comparable technologies will also su{^ort client-side processing. 
Forms Translator 

-11- 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 

BNSOOCID; <WD__oi37t70A3JA> 



wo 01/37170 



PCT/USOO/31221 



Current browsers have no standard way of displaying any XML or otbti data-centric 
hierarchical elements in a meaningfiil way. The present inventiou uses a forms translator in 
the display and navigation engine 18 to transform the XML forms into HTML forms. 

The forms translator, in the present design, is implemented primarily as XSL style 
5 sheets. The Kctensible Stylesheet Language (XSL) allows the transformation of XML into 
another form of XML, HTML or any other text based fonnat. 

The forms translator maps in a standard fashion the relevant XML elements and 
attributes to HTML elements and attributes, and supports multiple controls, field level help, 
error messages. 
10 Forms Extractor 

Once die data has been entered mto the HTML form by a user, the data must be 
extracted again into XML by the display and navigation engine 18. The mechanism used to 
accomplish this is a naming convention. The format for this convention is as follows: 
fld_ < controltype > _ < sectionname > _ < fieldname > 

15 where : 

is the deHmlter that separates the parts to be parsed 

"fld* is the prefix which indicates that a form variable is related to the XML DOM data 

< controltype > is a descriptive (not necessarily directly listed in the XML DOM structure, for 
example "selectmulti* might require a match of controltype attribute- 'select* and multiplselect 
20 attribute= yes) term used to uniquely idenriiy a control type in the XML schema. A control type 
is a reference to the XML representation of an HTML display type, such as text box or select. This 
^proach allows the forms desig;ner to define custom controls, such as a date picker control, which 
constitutes a composition of several simple controls. 

< sectionname > and < fieldname > are the name identifiers of the section/field. 

25 The server-side version uses the ASP Request object to retrieve the information 

entered, and using the naming convention above transfers the information into XML. The 
client-side version uses DHTML, m the prefened embodiment. 

The conversion to the data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism may 
occur ahnost simultaneously with the data entry, or may occur periodically, or may 
30 conveniently occur when the user clicks NEXT. 
Validation 

Most typical validation in the prior art acts directly on the user interface. This 
approach tightiy couples the validation to the display mechanism and offers little flexibility. 
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The present inventive approach allows the validation to work no matter what user 
Inter&ce has been chosen. This is accomplished via the display and navigation engine 18 by 
first converting the information from the display to the XML or other data-centric hierarchical 
storage and retrieval mechanism, and only then performing the validation on the XML 
5 converted data. 

By using this approach, the same source code (or the same logic) can be used by both 
the client and the server-side version of the validation software, and the present invention is 
able to su|qK>rt changes in the user inferfiace without having to change the validation logic. 

The validation logic in the display and navigation engine 18 itself also does not 
10 commumcate directly with the user interfece once errors have been found. Instead it flags the 
erroneous field/section by including an error message inside the XML-converted data. This 
offers the advantage of being able to customize how the error message is displayed to the end 
user. 

The validation component fonctioos to check every field for all validation rules defined 
15 and stops processing diat field/section once/if the first error has been found. 

Another key part about the validation is the ability to use attribute-based validation. 
Examples of attribute-based validation arc "required," **maxlength," "minlength.** 
"minvalue," "max value,** and ''pattern." All that the forms designer needs to do is specify a 
value for that attribute, and the validation component will ensure that the validation is 
20 performed accordingly, and the display engine will ensure the error is communicated to the 
end user. 

By using this approach, non-programmer forms designers can perform 95 % or more of 
the typical validation on most of the forms without having to do any progranuning. 
Preview Page 

25 The preview page for the display and navigation engine 18 is simply a read only view 

of the cation and values of the fields entered by the end user. The current implementation of 
the innovation uses an XSL style sheet for the display. 
Page Navigadon 

Page navigation on the client is handled by local Jscript in a preferred embodiment in 
30 order to unplement the NEXT, PREVIOUS, AND SUBMIT commands. 

Note that the server-side version of the display and navigation engine 18 (for nonXML 
compatible browsers) needs to Iceep track of the current section being displayed to the user. 
This is accomplished by passing a section number as a hidden textbox for every display. 
Maintainiiig state 
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The data entered by the end user is transferred into the XML document that contains 
the schema. For the client-side version of the present invention, there is no other problem 
associated widi maintaining state. 

For the server-side version of the invention, additional code has to be added, because 
5 HTTP is a connection-less protocol. The solution used by the present invention is to store the 
XML converted data as a file with a unique identifier on the server, and to pass this unique 
identifier in a hidden textbox firom page to page. In this way any previously entered data is 
available when navigating among pages. 

Submission 

10 The typical action in prior art designs when an end user is submitting form data {wUch 

generally will occur when the end user clicks SUBMIT) is to directly and synchronously act on 
the data, e.g., write to the database, send emails, etc. This approach results in the end user 
being required to wait until all these actions are completed, and in case of the database being 
offline, the user losing all of his/her data. 

15 The present invention instead uses a queue-based approach, where all data entered and 

relevant schema are simply written to a queue, and an acknowledgonent is sent to the user for 
his/her submission. 

The queue mechanism has several advantages: 

• Quicker site response time. The user does not need to wait until the actions 
20 based on his input are performed. 

• Queues don't lose data even if the connection between the Business Tier 
Server and the Database Server is down. Messages will continue to be 
queued in the queue, and processing will continue as soon as the connection is 
restored. 

25 • Forms a log file of transactions. Allows for every insert request to be logged. 

• Independent changes— the processing performed on the submitted data can be 
changed completely independemly from the forms themselves, as long as the 
structure of the fonn message remains the same. 

It should be noted that in the preferred embodiment, the client-side version (i.e., 
30 compatible with XML or other data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism) 
submits its data using the XMLHTTPRequest class from Microsoft's XML parser to send the 
XML to the web server. This again reduces the processing the server needs to perform^ 
because the transferring of the end user-entered data in the HTML form to XML has already 
been performed by the client browser. 
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Use Of XML in The present invention vl.O Programmatic Creation / Reading of 
XMLfOes 

The present inventioD provides GUI tools to edit XML files. The XML files 
themselves are never directly exposed to the Ibrms designer. Using this approach ensures the 
5 consistent, error-free creation of the relevant XML files and facilitates use by the forms 
designer. 

All of the tools that are needed to create the XML files are embedded into an IDE for 
easy access and consistent use. 

Server- and Client- side Flowcharts 
10 The following figures are intended to clarify the processes that are occurring within the 

server-side and client-side implementations of the present invention, while highlightiBg the 
differences. The differences are primarily due to how the memory and instruction control and 
execution is partitioned differentiy between the different inq}lementations. Both have 
functionality required of the server and client but differ in where the primary processing 
15 occurs. 

Flow Descriptions - Process Workflow of client-side processing 

Referring now to Fig. 3, there is shown a schematic flow diagram of the present 

invention for the client-side implementation (XML or data-centric hierarchical storage and 

retrieval mechanism compatible browsers). 

20 > Server receives ASP or other standard page request. 

It should be noted that instead of ASP, which is the preferred embodiment, any server-side 
scripting/programming solution, such as JSP, could be used. 
> Step A: 

The server-side software processes the request at runtune. This encompasses: 
25 > Loading the schema. 

> Optional initializing the schema (on the fly modification) by a custom ASP script, 
i.e. adding a field at runtime. 

> Preprocessing the sch^na for any database lookups. 

> Optional initializing values by a custom ASP script, i.e. populatmg a form with 
30 values at runtime. 

> Putting out the resulting schema as an XML island as part of the HTML page that is 
sent to the client 

> Sendmg the foil HTML page with the XML island down to the browser. 
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> StepB: 

After the HTML page and all associated files (XML, XSL, CSS, JavaScript, im^es) have 
been loaded, set tbe first page to be die active page and call step C to display it. 

> StepC: 

5 The client-side nmtime software calls XSL style she^ to the schema file to display the 
active page of the form. It is here where the schema of the form is converted to HTML. 
The conversion includes form/page/section headers and help text, as well as information 
regarding input fields. This includes captions, different HTML controls to capture input 
for them, required icons, error messages in case there have been any errors, etc, 
10 The transformation/conversion uses dynamic HTML to change the content of the page after 
it has been loaded or after an end user has navigated to a new page by clicking NEXT or 
preview. There is no need to roundtrip to the server. 

> StepD: 

Here the user enters his/her data and clicks on navigation controls to move 
IS forward/backward. The client-side display and navigation software awaits the activation of 
a navigation control. 

> StepE: 

Having activated a navigation control, tbe client-side rtmtime software transfers the entered 
data of the page into the schema, which resides as an XML island inside of the HTML 
20 page. 

> StepF: 

In this step, validation is executed for all sections/fields of this transferred page. The 
outcome of tbe validation is documented inside the schema. 

> Steps Fl and F2~Page calculation: (&rors?/Last Page?) 

25 > If an error has been found, then stqp Fl causes the same page to be displayed again 
(step C). 

> Otherwise in step F2 it is checked whether it is the last page. If a is tbe last page, then 
a preview page is shown, (step GO 

Note that the preview is optional. If the preview is disabled for this form instance then the 
30 data gets submiued after the last page has been filled and the submit button activated. 

> If there is neither an mor nor the last page, the active page is being set as requested, i.e. 
the next or previous one and then displayed (step C> 
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> StepG: 

Using a style sbeet for preview, the information entered in the schema is transformed to an 
HTML preview page and displayed. 

> StepH: 

5 Ato having qlicked NBCT/SUBMIT on the preview page, the XML schema is 

transformed into another XML document using an XSL style sheet for this purpose. This 
allows, for example, reducing the size by only including needed information, digitally 
signing the document or transforming uito any other desired format. The transformed 
XML is sent to the server. This procedure of scaling down the size of the document 
10 (deleting items such as display-related attributes, such as the control type to use, the width 
of the control, and validation-related attributes, such as die isvalid flag and the 
erronnessage attribute) is used to conserve bandwidth, 

> Step I: 

The XML is received on the server and submitted to a message queue (e.g., the file system 
15 or MSMQ). Optional post-processing is executed. Then, an acknowledgement is sent back 
to the browser. Optionally, a redirection to the next form, home page or other page is 
done. 

Flow Descriptions - Process Workflow of server-^de processing 
Referring now to Fig. 4, there is shown a schematic diagram of the execution flow for 
20 server-side processing that will be implemented if the browser is not compatible with a data- 
centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism such as XML. 

> In the initial step the server receives a request from an end user browser. 

> Step A: 

The runtime software loadis and preprocesses the schema designated in the end user request 
25 file. 

The loading and preprocessing may be in a preferred embodiment, identical to the client- • 
side version, including the optional initialization of the schema cmt initialization of the 
values by a custom ASP script, with the following exception: 
The schema gets saved to a temporary folder on the server. 
30 The active page is set to be the first page. 

> StepB: 

The runtime software applies multiple XSL style sheets in the well-known manner to 
convert/transform the first page of the schema from XML to HTML. The transformation 
includes form/page/section headers and help text, as well as mformation regarding input 
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fields. Tbis includes captions, different HTML controls to capture input, required icons, 
error messages In case there have been any errors, etc. Also included are two hidden 
textboxes that contain die glc^ally unique ID assigned to this form instaiK:e and the active 
page nmxiber. As noted earlier, this unique ID allows the server to keep track of whidbi 
5 client called. 

> StepC: 

The server sends the resulting HTML to the browser. 

> StepD: 

The browser displays the page. Note: there is minimal or no runtime software on the 
10 client, i.e. no JavaScript, no XML nor XSL. 

> StepE: 

The user may now fill in the values for the fields and use the navigation buttons, 

> StepF: 

Upon activating a navigation button* all of the field values inputted by the end user plus the 
15 values from the bidden textbox (globally unique ID and active page number) are sent to the 
server, as well as which navigation control was chosen by the user. 

> StepG: 

The runtime software on the server extracts the unique ID from the received data and loads, 
the saved schema. 
20 > StepH: 

The server runtime software then transfers page values to the designated schema using the 
ASP Request object to read the incoming data and the XML DOM to write to the schema. 

> Step I; 

The server nmtune software then validates the received page vahies against all validation 
rules and updates the schetna with any error information. The schema is then saved again 
on the server using a unique ID. 
Steps II and I2~Page calculation: (Errors? / Last Page?) 

If errors occurred, then step 11 causes the same page to be displayed again (with the error 
messages). 

Otherwise, if it is the last page, then step 12 causes the preview to be shown (Step J). If it 
is not the last page, then stq> 12 causes the execution to update the active page number and 
d]q>lays that page (Step B). 
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Note that the preview is opdonal. If the preview is disabled for this form instance then die 
data gets submitted after the last page has be» filled and the submit button activated. 

> Step J: 

The server runtime software then uses XSL style sheet to transform schema (with data) into 
5 HTML for the preview page, as well as adding hidden tcxtboxes for globally unique ID and 
acdve page number. 

> StepK: 

The server then sends the transformed HTML to the browser. 

> StepL: 

10 Browser displays preview page, 

> StepM: 

The user then clicks PREVIOUS or NEXT/SUBMIT, If the user clicked NEXT/SUBMIT, 
then the browser sends to Che server the globally unique ID and active page number m step 
M, 

15 > If the user did not click NEXT/SUBMIT, then the last data entry page is shown again (step 
B). Otherwise it goes to final processing (step N). 

> StepN: 

The runtime software at the server then loads the saved schema using the globally unique 
ID. The XML schema is transformed into another (typically) reduced-size XML document 
20 using an XSL style sheet for this purpose. As noted previously, this conversion reduces 
the size of the document by only including needed information, digitally signing the 
document or transforming into any other desired format. The resulting schema is saved to 
the message queue. Optionally a post-processing script is executed. The runtime software 
then sends an acknowledgement and/or next form/page to the browser. 
25 Process Workflow of eAgent Architecture 

Referring to Fig. 6, there is shown the basic system configuration for the eAgent tiered 
processmg architecture of the present invention. It should be noted that this system 
architecture may be used independently of the forms creation and completion processing 
discussed earlier. Referring to the figure, oi^e or more message queues 26 comumunicates with 
30 a queue abstraction layer 40. The queue abstraction layer 40 communicates with a queue 
manager 42« which, in turn, communicates widi an eAgent manager 44. The eAgent manager 
44 then communicates with an eAgent action coordinator 46. The eAgent action coordinator 
46 provides communication among a plurality of eAgents 48-60. Eadi of these elements 40-46 
is a configurable XML COM component. The ftmctions performed by these components will 
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be discussed below. The configuration provides a decoupled eAgent architecture in which 
action compcments can be added withoot havii^ to recoiiq>ile any code, stop and restart any 
services, or interrupt functionality in any way. 

Fig. 7 provides an execution flowchart for the architecture disclosed in Fig. 6. 
5 > StepA: 

The eAgent manager 44 loads and reads its configuration settings documents 45. The 
configuradon settings on the documents 45 include which queues 26 it should communicate 
with, where selector files (to be discussed below) are located, how many retries to perform 
for each XML document, and other initialization information. 
10 > Stq>B: 

The eAgent manager loads and caches selector XML documents 47 for later use. XML 
selector documents inform the eAgent Manager which action sets to perform for each XML 
document that it receives fi-om the Inbox. The selectors iise a content based selection using 
XSL patterns. 
15 > StepC: 

The eAgent manager 44 instructs the Queue Manager 42 to poll an Inbox Queue 35 in the 
message queues 26 for XML documents. The Queue Manager 42 destructively reads the 
XML doctunent, and copies the document from the queue to an In-Process Queue 34 and to 
a log queue 37. It then sends the XML document to the eAgent Manager 44. 
20 > Note that stq) B and C occur periodically. 

> StepD: 

The eAgent manager 44 now tests the inconung XML document against each selector 
document 47 that has been loaded into the eAgent manager 44. A selector document 47 
contains one or more XSL selector patterns that are associated with an Actionset Q>« The 

25 test involves applying the XSL selector patteni(s) to the XML document and detomining if 
any matdies were found. If matches for one oi more (as configured) XSL selector pattern 
were finrnd, then an Actionset designated by an Actionset ID associated with the particular 
selector pattern will be executed (not in this step). . If no selector pattern noatdies are 
found, then it continues to step E2. If the eAgent Manager 44 finds one or more 

30 Actionset(s) ID's for Actionset($) to execute, it contmues to Step E. In addition, the 
eAgent Manager 44 creates a routing document, to which it attaches the incoming 
document. The purpose of the routing document is to provide trackmg functionality of 
actions performed on the XML document^ m addition to routing the document itself. 

> StepE: 
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If an Actionset ID is found (i.e., a match to a selector pattern has been determined), then 
the eAgent Manager 44 instructs the eAgent Action Coordinator 46 to load an Actionset 
document 49 associated with the Actionset ID associated with the matched selector pattern 
in stq> D, and execute the actions specified m this Actionset document 49. 
5 > StepE: 

If the eAgent Manager found no matching selector file for the current XML document, it 
instructs the Queue Manager 42 to remove the XML document irom the In-Process Queue 
34» and add it to the Dead-Letter Queue 33. 
> StepF: 

10 The Actionset file 49 includes at least one action, with that action containing a ProgID or 
GUID for a relevant eAgent« plus an action document ID. Based on the Actionset file 49 
specified in steps D and E, the eAgent Action Coordinator 46 loads an eAgent (48-60) 
specified by a ProgID for the Actionset file 49 and instructs the eAgent to perform the 
relevant task by passing it to the associated document ID. 

15 > StepG: 

The loaded eAgent reads the action document associated with the specified action document 
ID (firom the Actionset file 49) (each eAgent has its own type of associated Action 
docinnent which tells it which internal methods to call for each action specified by the 
eAgent Action Coordinator 46), and performs the requested tasks. 
20 > StepH: 

Once the tasks are completed, the eAgent returns any resulting data fi'om its actions to the 
eAgent Action Coordinator 46. The eAgent coordinator 46 adds information to the 
routing document. Typically, this information will relate to the eAgent action, and may 
provide information on the completion or non-^mpletion of the action by the eAgent. The 
25 information may also include a time-stamp for the time when the eAgent commenced its 
action, and a time-stamp for when the eAgent completed its action. This mformation may 
include results firom the action performed by the eAgent. This information may be 
readable from the routing document by other eAgents. Note that the time-stamp 
information provides a time history of activity for tracking purposes. 
30 • If the action was not successful, the eAgent Action Coordinator 46 informs the 

eAgent Manager 44 that the action was not successAiI and passes the routing 
document and die attached XML document to the eAgent Manager. It will also 
add information relating to this non-completion to the routing document noted 
above. 
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• If tbe action was successful, the eAgent Action Coordinator adds this 
information to the routing document, and checks if this was the last action 
specified in the Actionset. 

• If it was not the last action, step F is performed again for the next action in the 
S Actionset. 

• If it was the last action* then the eAgent Action Coordinator 46 checks if the 
current Actionset is die last Actionset specified in the original selector file for 
this XML document. 

• If it was not the last Actionset, the eAgent Action Cdordinator 46 moves to step 
10 E for the next Actionset. 

• If this was the last Actionset, it passes the routing document with the included 
original XML Document back to the eAgent Manager 44. As noted above, the 
routing document will include information on whether all the Actionsets for this 
XML document were successful or not. 

15 • If tbe Actionsets were iK)t successful, the eAgent Manager performs step 11 and 

either writes to the error queue 30 or the retry queue 31, dependmg on the 
eAgent manager configuration settings, and removes the document from tbe in- 
process queue 34. 

• If the Actionset(s) were successful, tbe eAgent Manager 44 performs step 12, 
20 i.e., it sends the routing document with the original document and pertinent 

mformation attached to a journal queue 32, and deletes tbe document from the 
in-process queue 34. 

• In addition, as noted above, timestan:q)s are added to the routing document 
detailing when the action was initiated and when coniplete. 

25 > Step II: 

If the Actionsets were not successful, the eAgent Manager sends the routmg document to 
tbe Error Queue 30, or to the Retry Queue 31 . The configuration settings read in step A 
specify how many times an action should be retried and how long to wait between each 
retry. This determines whether the eAgent Manager 44 sends the XML document to the 
30 Retry Queue 31 or the Error Queue 30. The eAgent Manager 44 also deletes the routing 
document from the In-Process Queue 34 since it is no longer in process. 
> Step 12: 
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If the ActioDsets were successful, the eAgent deletes the XML document fonn the In- 
Process Queue, and places it in the Journal Queue, indicatiiig success (and logging the 
document for auditinig purposes). 

To summarize the organization, each selector file mcludes one or more patterns, and 
5 will be triggCTcd when one or more of these patterns are matdied in the incoming 

document. The selection of which and how many patterns must be matched is determined 
by the processing designer. Each selector file includes only one Actionset (although 
Actionsets can be nested). Each Actionset includes one or more actions. Each action 
includes the designation of one eAgent ID and an action document ID. 

10 It should be noted that Actionsets may include branching commands » repetition 

commands, parallel execution commands, and time controlled execution commands. 

The present invention also encompasses a system shown in Fig. 20 for performir^ 
actions on documents in a computing environment. The system comprises a selector file 
database 300 containing a plurality of selector jBles, with each selector file including one or 

15 more patterns. The system further comprises an Actionset database 302 including a 

plurality of Actionsets, with each Actionset including one or more actions that reference an 
eAgent ID and an action document ID. Each selector file is associated with exactly one 
Actionset (but there may be nesting of Actionsets). The system further includes an cAgent 
specific action document database 304 containing a plurality of action documents that are 

20 specific to eAgents. Note that each Actionset is associaited with at least one action 
document. 

The system may further include at least one creation module for creating and/or 
man^ulating entries in one or more of the databases 300-304. 

The system may further comprise a processing component 306 programmed with code 
23 for aUowing a designer to select at least one of the selector files from the selector file 

database 300, code for aUowing the designer to select at least one of the Actionsets from 
the Actionset database 302, code for specifymg at least one eAgent specific action 
document from the eAgent specific action document database 304, code for linking the 
specified sdector file firom tihe database 300 with the specified Actionset from die database 
30 302, and code for linking the specified Actionset with the specified action document. 

Referring now to Fig. 8, there is shown a system block diagram of an integrated 
development environment (IDE) architecture m accordance with the present invention. The 
IDE architecture of Fig. 8 is based cm a distributed, n-tier architecture, that allows sharing of 
both user interface and business components with centralized, dynamic configuradon and 
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automatic distribution. This is described in detail in the following sections. Note that the term 
"tiered architecture** means that a coixq>ODent in a given tier can comznunicate with other 
components in the same tier or with components in immediately adjacent tiers only. 
IMstribiited - Accessing Files/XML documents over the Internet 
5 Accessing files/XML documents is performed us&i^ a file system abstraction layer 100, 

an ASP File System client hnplementation 102 and an ASP File System server inq)lemeiitation 
104. 

The file system abstraction layer 100 is an interface that defines and contains common 
file manipulation iucctions, such as reading, writing and deleting files/documents. 
10 The ASP File System client implementation 102 implements an interface and 

communication between the file system abstraction layer 100 and the server implonentation 
104 using its own XML-based simple file access protocol (SFAP). SFAP includes the 
commands as defined in the file system abstraction layer in an XML format. 

The server implementation 104 performs actual file manipulation, e.g. reading a file 
15 and communicates with die client*side implementation 102 using the SFAP. 

Tberefare, the user (i.e,, the business components) of the file system abstraction layer 
100 can manipulate files/XML documents over, the Internet sinq)ly by using the functions of 
the file system abstraction layer. 

N^tiers 

20 Presentation Host Tier - IDE host. 

An EDE host tier 110 is shown in the figure defiues an environment into M^ch different 
user interface components (IDE components) can be plugged in. The host does not provide 
any end user functionality itself* but defines a standard set of interfaces for IDE components to 
]n:q}lement, mcluding 

25 a) A shared library of user interface and logic elements, including treeview, 

listview, toolbar cx)ntrols. 

b) A consistent navigation system, regardless of the IDE component. 

c) A set of "standard actions,^ such as new/edit/delete 

d) Provision to supply custom controls. 

30 e) Ability to have varying number of IDE components hosted, 

important additional aspects of this configuration include: 

> Iniplemented both standalone and inside a browser. 

> Support for standard actions 

> Support for sharing business components 
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Note from tbe above^ that along widi the shared user interface and logic code 
components, tbe presentation host 110 includes code for reading any IDE component code and 
business logic component code that may be defined by an IDE configuration 107. The IDE 
configuration block 107 stores a file for each of a plurality of different roles, with the file for 
S each different role including die ID's and odier appropriate infoimatian for the cooiponents 
that are to be loaded into the computing lesource or browser that is to perform that given role. 

Presentation CoBtroiler Her - IDE components 

Tbe IDE components IDS inoplement the interfaces defined in the IDE host 110 and are 
the components that actually define the interactions with the end user, and include such IDE 
10 Components as eAgent Actions code, Form Schema code. Queries code, and Regular 
Expressions code. They do not include the business or application logic. The IDE 
conqwnents code is typically loaded to the browser or other conqjuting resource by the 
presentation host 110. The IDE con5)onents 108 also typically have associated custom 
controls. Custom controls are required for the result pane of the window (right hand side of the 
15 IDE) if some other view than the listview is to be shown. 
Bu^ess Logic Tier - Business Components 

The business components 106 implement the business rules/application logic for that 
component for its associated component 108 in the presentation controller tier. By way of 
example, the logic for the selea query component in the business logic tier might include a 

20 selectquery class with a method **checkifvalid'' that checks if all necessary information has 
been provided and all data entered is valid. Likewise, the logic for the form schema component 
in the business logic tier might include classes for the relationships between forms, pages, 
sections and fields, where these classes have attributes that describe tbe objects, such as a 
caption attribute of the field class. 

25 Data Access Tier 

TTiis tier includes code to allow the business component code to read and write 
information to/fixnn a computing resource. In a preferred embodiment, the tier includes the 
file system abstraction layer 100, the file system client implementation 102, and the file system 
server implementation 104 described above. 

30 Data Tier 

This tier includes an eAgent repository 105 which includes selector fiies/Actionset and 
eAgent specific action document databases, the sdiema library 10, the query library 12, the 
validation library (regular expressions) 14, and the IDE configuration 107. These 
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repositories/libraries are where the actual XML documents reside. This could be in the file 
system or in an XML database. 

Sharing of User Interface Components 

The IDE host 110 allows the sharing among conq)(Hients 108 of common interface 
5 elements, such as toolbar, treeview and listview. In regards to the treeview, the IDE host 1 10 
also creates a ""virtual root'' for eadx IDE component, so that each IDE coniponent may only 
see and manipulate its part of the tree. 

Sharing of IDE conq)onents allows for a lower footprint, e.g., instead of five treeview 
controls, only one is used. 
10 Sharing of Business Components 

Unlike any other system, the IDE host 110 has the explicit facility of using business 
components 106 to implement the business logic of the IDE components and the ability to 
share them between different IDE components. As the exact same objects/instances are shared 
among different IDE components there are no synchronization delays. 
IS The Instancing of business components is therefore not done inside the IDE components 

but instead from the IDE host. 

A configuration XML document that is located in the IDE configuration component 107 
defines: 

> wliich IDE and business components are to be loaded by the presentation host 1 10 loading 
20 code; 

> which IDE components 108 are associated with which business components 106 

> any dependencies between business components; 

>* other configuration settings ibr each business component. 

Using this information the IDE host 110 creates instances of the business components in 
23 the iHToper order and passes them and the relevant configuration information to die IDE 
components 108, whidi in turn pass the relevant information to then: business component(s) 
106. 

Note: the IDE host may be coiqjonentized. By way of example, in the preferred 
embodiment the IDE host is actually made up itself of at least 3 different components: a control 
30 component, a cranmunications and a configuration component. 
Centralized, dynamic configuration 

The configuration is centralized, i.e. it is set by the Web Server or other appropriate 
conq)uting resource via the IDE configuration block 107 which lists the con:q)Ottents that are to 
be loaded to a given browser or other confuting resoim:e to carry out a role. Thus, there is 
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no need to do the configiiration on each client machme. This is because the configuration 
XML document resides on the Web Server in the IDE configaration block 107. 

Note that because of this architecture, the configuration of any given browser or other 
coDiputii^ resource is dynamic, i.e., the IDE host 110 does not need to be recooipiled if more 
5 or less IDE components are to be loaded. The number of IDE (and business) coniponenls to 
load is determmed at runtune/startup. 

Automatic Distribution 

By using an ActiveX based solution running in Internet Explorer S or another browser 
software compatible with a data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism, both 

10 installing and upgrading is handled automatically. This is handled by Internet Explorer, i.e., 
IE 5 checks at the beginning whether the components are registered on the machine or if the 
newest version is on the machine and if not it automatically installs or upgrades the individual 
cotr^onents onto the client machine. 

To summarize one aspect of the present invention, there is provided an integrated 

15 development envirooment method, comprising the steps of: loading onto a computer resource 
code m a tiered architecture comprising: a presentation host tier that includes presentation host 
code, the presentation host code including shared user interface and logic code components, 
code for reading a IDE configuration, and code for loading any IDE component code and 
business logic components code as defined in the IDE configuration; an IDE component tier, 

20 including at least one IDE component code loaded by the presentation host on the user- 
interface program, the IDE component code inciudiog a user interface; a business logic 
component tier, including at least one business logic component code loaded by the 
presentation host on the user-interface program, the business logic component code defining 
the interrelationships between objects represented in the user interface; a data access 

25 abstraction layer tier, including a data access abstraction layer code that allows business 
coDqx>nents code to read and write information to/from a computing resource; and 
communicatmg with a remote computing resource through use of the data access abstraction 
layer. 

Process Workflow Diagram of Form Publishmg Process. 
30 Referring now to Fig. 5 and Fig, 21, there is shown a workflow diagram for a forms 

publishing process and a schematic diagram of the IDE ~ server operation, respectively. With 
reference to Fig. 5, the process is as follows: 

> After savmg a new form in execution block 200, the user is prompted in execution block 
202 to publish to fbc web or other location. 
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> If he chooses yes, then the publishing process is initiated 

> Step A: 

The publishing wizard starts up and requests a list of templates from the '^publish. asp" 
page. Note: this file can be named differently. 
5 > StepB: 

The "publish-asp" page reads the content from templates. xml and sends the list of available 
tmiplates via the publishing wizard. 

> StepC: 

The publishing wizard presents the templates and after the user has chosen one, requests 
10 tenq)Iate specific questions and a list of available publishing folders from ''publish.asp" 

> StepD: 

The "publish.asp" page opens the specific "ten^late.xml** file designated by the responses 
to the template specific questions, plus opening the **folders.xniI*' for the available 
publishing folders. It then sends this information to the publishing wizard. 
15 > StepE: 

The publishing wizard presents the tonplate specific questions, collects the answers, 
presents the available publishing folders and lets the user select one. As the last step the 
user may give the published form a name and caption; the defauh is the name and caption 
of the schema. 
20 > StepF: 

The "publish.asp" page packages all of the needed information into one XML document 
and sends it for processing. This may be synchronous as shown in the diagram, or 
asynchronous via a queue. 

> StepG: 

25 The publishing component copies (processed) template items in selected publishing folder 
for later display. 

Referring now to Figs. 9-1% schematic diagrams of various schema are illustrated. 
Fig. 9 shows a forms schema. Fig. 10 shows a regular expressions schema. Fig. 11 Shows a 
select query schema. Figs. 12 and 13 show template schema. Fig. 14 shows a publishfblders 
30 schema. Fig. 15 shows an IDE conftguxation sch^na. Fig, 16 shows an XML selector 
schema. Fig. 17 shows an Actionset schema. Fig. 18 shows an action Query eAgent schema. 
Fig. 19 shows a Queue Config schema. The various element/attribute descr^tions are listed 
below. 
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Note: bold-faced items denote XML elements, oon-bold-faced items denote XML 



attributes. 



Element/Attribute 


Description 


form 


The highest level element acting as a container for 
al] of the data itemis that make np the intended form. 


name 


Unique identifier for the form. May only contain 
characters, no spaces or special characters allowed. 


caption 


Title of the form, may contain spaces and special 
characters. 


helptext 


bifornoative text such as instructions on what this 
form is about. 


page 


A subdivision of a form that typically is displayed as 
a separate page in the browser. 


name 


Unique identifier for the page. May only contain 
characters, no spaces or special characters allowed. 


caption 


Title of the page, may contain spaces and special 
characters. 


helptext 


Informative text such as instructions on what this 
page is about. 


section 


A subdivision of a page that contains a number of 
fields for the user to enter. 


name 


Unique identifier for the section. May only contain 
characters, no spaces or special characters allowed. 


option 


Title of the section, may contain spaces and special 
characters. If there is more than one section per 
page, the sections must contain a caption attribute, 

otherwise it is ignored. 


helptext 


Informative text such as instructions on what this 
section is about. 


isvalid 


true/false - flag reflecting the status of the section: 
true if the items within the group have no validation 
errors associated with the item, false otberwise 


enrormessage 


The text that will be displayed if a validation rule 
has been broken 


jscriptvalidation 


A validation rule written in JavaScript that is to be 
evaluated for this section. No direct access to 
outside resources such as databases, etc. is needed. 


jscriptexternalvalidation 


A validation rule written m JavaScript that is to be 
evaluated for this section. Dhect access to outside 
resources such as databases, etc. is needed. 


captionrow 


true if the section is to be displayed with the 
captions of all of the first element in each row of 
items on a separate row above the rest of the items 


fidd 


A data entry unit, which may be displayed in 
different fashions. A field is an entity that accepts 
user input. 


name 


Unique identifier for the field. May only contain 
characters and digits (not as first letter), no spaces 
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or special characters allowed. 


caption 


Caption of this fields may contain spaces and special 
characters. 


helptext 


Infonnative text such as instroctions on what to 
enter in this field. 


isvalid 


tnie/ialse - flag reflecting the status of the item: 
true if no validation rules fDr this field have been 
violated, false otherwise. 


eirormessage 


Error message being displayed to the user if a 
validation rule for this field has been violated. 


validexample 


A valid example for this field. 


jscriptvalidation 


A validation rule written in JavaScript that is to be 
evaluated for this field. No direct access to outside 
resources such as databases, etc., is needed. 


jscriptextemalvalidation 


A validation rule written in JavaScript that is to be 
evaluated for this field. Direct access to outside 
resources such as databases, etc. is needed. 


imnlengtli 


The minimum number of characters requnred for a 
field. 


maxlength 


The maximum number of characters allowed for tlie 
field. 


required 


False if empty entries into this field are allowed, 
true otherwise. 


minvalue 


Minimum value allowed for diis field. 


maxvalue 


Maximum value allowed for this field. 


capitalization 


Provide for automatic formatting of input, e.g. 
capitalize all, make all lowercase or put into prop^ 
case 


datatype 


Allowed input format. 


regexvalidation 


A regular expression pattern that is to be applied to 

the field value input. 


regexmodiiier 


A modifying value that changes how the regular 
expression is applied to the field value: 'i* 
(incasesensitive) will check the input value without 
regard to case and 'g' (global) will check for aU 
instances of the pattern (as opposed to stopping at 
the first match). 


text 


The text node for the field. It contains the default 
value in die beginning and will contain the entered 
data from the end user as soon as the user enters 
data. 


display 


The display element provides basic information on 
how to display the field. 


samerow 


true if the item is to be displayed on the same row 
with the previous field. Not included if the field is 
the first field of a row. 


no wrap 


true if the values associated with the display of the 
field are allowed to wrap to the next Ime, false 
otherwise 
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width 


width of the input control in characters. 


controltype 


Name used to deteimine how to display the field 
element that will be used to accept user input. 


cols 


Number of characters across to be displayed for a 
textarea display. 


rows 


Number of characters down to be displayed for a 
textarea display. 


multipleselect 


true if multiple checkboxes in a group of checkboxes 
or selections in a pull-down list may be selected. 
Not included if only a single value may be chosen. 


selectpron^t 


Text to be shown as the first field in a pull-down list 
to prompt the user to select an entry. 


minyear 


Minimum year displayed in datepicker year select 


maxyear 


Maximum year displayed in datepicker year select 


muldtextformat 


Format specifying how many textboxes to show and 
relevant properties, such as maxlength. 


muiti 


true if more than one field are to be shown in a row . 


rowmunber 


A number identifying the sequence in which the 
fields will be displayed down the section. 


rowindex 


A number identifying the sequence in which the 
fields will be displayed across the page. 


entries 


Provides a list of possible values for this field, 
whidi may be used for display and validation 
purposes. 


isfromdb 


true if a qu^ to a database is required 


qdef 


ID/Name of the query definition containing the 
query to return the list of entries 


entry 


A single entry. 


show 


The text to be displayed to the end user which may 
be different from the internal value stored 


value 


The value of that entry. 


parameter 


A parameter for use with queries that further 
specifies it. 


name 


Name of the parameter. Must correspond to the 
name of the parameter for the select query 


value 


The value for this parameter. 


custcmi 


An element that allows addition of custom data to 
any field or section as a name-value pair. 


name 


The name of the custom entry 


value 


The value of the custom entry 


data 


This element is a container for system, temp and 
user data that are filled at runtime. 


system 


Data needed by the system, such as path settings 


guid 


A globally unique identifier that is used to identify a 

specific instance of a form. 


temp 


Temporary data needed by the system or the user 


pagenumber 


Number of the current page being displayed 


serverpath 


URL of the web server containing the application 


^chemapath 


Location of the directory that contains the schema. 
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xslimagepaih 


Location of the directory containing the images used 
by the XSL files 


user 


Element to place custons data regarding sections. 


7. Regular Egression 


ElCTent/Attribute 


Description 


regexdb 


Root element, inst a container of regex elements 


regex 


Contains a re^ar expression 


name 


The name of the regular expression. May only 
contain characters, no spaces or special characters 
allowed. Must be unique. 


pattern 


The pattern that describes what is looked for. 


globalsearcb 


A regular expression osodifier tbzt defines whether 
the pattern shall £^ly to all of the string or only 
part of it 


casesensitive 


A regular expression modifier that specifies whether 
to take case sensitivity into account or not. 


description 


A description of the regular expression diat explains 
what it is about. 


validexample 


An valid example of an entry. 


errortext 


Text to be displayed when an entry does not 
confonn to the pattern 


regextest 


Contains the infonnation necessary to perform tests 

and quality assurance against the pattern. 


testvalue 


A value that is to be tested/evaluated against the 
current regular expression to detenniae validity. 


eitpectedresult 


True when one expects the testvalue to be a valid 
entry, false when one expects the testvahie to be not 
valid. 


8. Select Query 


Element/Attribute 


Description 


sdectquery 


The selectquery itself. Root element. 


conn 


The name of the connection to use. This is mapped 
to a connection file, specifically to a Microsoft Data 
Link file with the extension UDL 


type 


The type of query. This is the same as ADO's 
CommandTypeEnum. The po^ible values are: 

1 - Text 

2 - Table 

4 - Stored Procedure 
8 - Unknown 
256 -File 
512-TableDirect 


conunandtinieout 


Number of seconds imtil this command timtes out 


description 


description of this select query 


l>arameters 


Container of parameter elements 
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parameter 


Consdmtes the one parameter that can be passed at 
nmtime (o modiiy the Query text. 


id 


unique parameter name identifying this parameter 


description 


description of this parameter 


datatype 


The data type of this parameter 


min 


The TninnTiinn value for this parameter 


max 


The maxhnum value for this parameter 


example 


An example for a value passed to this parameter 


autofbrmat 


Specifies whether or not the parameter should be 
autofoimatted, i.e. stripped of leading and trailing 
white spaces and that single quotes be r^laced with 
2 smgle quotes. 


textDode 


is not an element but is mentioned here because in 
this case more than one textnodc may be used. This 
contains the actual query text, e.g. ""Select * from 
authors*" 


re^arameter 


a reference to a defined parameter, that shall be 
replaced at runtime with the passed value 


id 


the u) of the parameter 


9. Execute Select Query (ValSelect) 


Element/ Attribute 


Description 


executeselectquery 


The executequery itself. Root element. 


location 


Full path to the FOLDER where the query definition 
file resides (Note that the UDL connection file 
required byr the query must also reside diere) 


name 


Name of the query definition file (without the 
extension) 


cursortype 


ADO cursor type. Deibults to forward-only (0) 


parameter 


Each parameter needed for the query is in its own 
element 


name 


Name (id) of the parameter 


value 


Value of the param^er 


10. Templates 


Element/Attribute 


Description 


templates 


Root element. 


template 


Element describing a particular template 


name 


Name of the template, e.g. "SMC Look* 


path 


Full path to the folder where the template resides, 
e.g. "c:\templates\smclook'' 


11. Template 


Element/ Attribute 


Description 


template 


The template itself Root element. 


parameters 


ElemcDt containing parameters. 
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parameter 


Element describing one parameter. 


id 


Attribute that identifies a particular parameter. 


question 


Attribute containing the question the user is asked to 
describe this parameter, e.g. '^Does this form have a 
banner logo image?" 


type 


The type of parameter - text, boolean or list 


Ustitem 


If the parameter has a list of items associated with it. 


show 


The text to be displayed as one entry. 


value 


The internal value stored 


traiplatdtems 


This element contains all the template items that are 
to be copied 


templateitem 


Each item of the template 


id 


The identifier for the template item - the name of 
the fde, e.g. "CS.asp" 


scanforparameters 


Boolean attribute set to true if there are parameters 
to be replaced by values specified by the user. 


keepname 


Boolean value specifying whether io change the 
name of the item. 


subfolder 


The name of the subfolder where die item resides (if 
the item is in a subfolder) 


aHowoverwrite 


Boolean value specifying if the destination file 
should be overwritten if one already exists. 


12. Publisfafolders 


Hement/Attribute 


Description 


publisbfolders 


The publisbfolders root element. 


folder 


The element describing one publishing folder 


name 


Descriptive name of the folder e.g. ''SMC Internal 
Forms" 


path 


Pull path to the folder, e.g. 

"c : \inetpub\wwwroot\smcmtforms *' 


urbrelativetowebserverroot 


The url of the publishing destination folder relative 
to the root of the webserver, for exanqrie if the fiill 
url to the publishing folder is: 
http://www.someplace.com/SomeRoot/SomeSub/Ta 




rget 




The urbelativetowebserverroot attribute value will 
be: 

SomeRoot/SomeSab/Target 




13 . IDE Configuration 


Element/Attribute 


Description 


ideconfig 


The IDE configuration root element. 


tdecomponents 


The root element for all of the IDE components 


idecoaiponeni 


One single IDE component, which may have one or 
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more business components on which it is dependent 
on 


progid 


The program ED of the IDE component, e.g. 
WTKIDECQueries.CIDEOueries 


businesscomponent 


Child of idecomponent, referencing a business 
component as defined under ''businesscomponents" 


progid 


The program ID of the business component. 


COBfig 


Child of idecomponent. Allows custom subelements 
which include conilguratLon settings for a IDE 
component, such as display preferences. 


businesscomponaoits 


The root element for the busmess components 


businesscomponaat 


ChUd of business component, defines a business 
component, which may be used by one or more GUI 
components. 


progid 


The program ID of the business component. 


businesscomponent 


A child of business component, indicating a 
dependant business component. 


progid 


The program ID of the dependant business 
component 


config 


Child of businesscomponent. Allows custom 
subelements which include configuration settings for 
a business component, such as path settings. 


14. XML Selector 


Element/ Attribute 


Description 


sdector 


Root elemrat that defines, just a container of regex 
elements 


ActioDsetid 


ID of the Actionset to execute if the required XSL 
patterns match the XML document* 


matchall 


If true then ail of the XSL patterns have to be 
successful, if false then only one pattern needs to 
match. 


priority 


A number specifying how to deal with the Actionset 
if the patterns apply. The lower the number the 
greater the priority. Actionsets widi higher priorities 
are executed first. 


pattern 


Only contains a text m>de, that contains the XSL 
pattern that selects one more nodes from the XML 
document. 


15. Actionset 


Element/Attribute 


Description 


Actionset 


Root element that contains the references to the 
actions to execute on an XML document. 


action 


Single action that is to be executed on an XML 
document. 


progid 


The program id of the eAgent that deals with this 
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action. 


actionid 


The id of the action to execute 


16. Action Query 


Element/Attribute 


Description 


actionqueiy 


The actionquery itself. Root element. 


conn 


The name of the connection to use. Hiis is mapped 
to a connection file, specifically to a Microsoft Data 
Link file with the extension .UDL 


type 


The type of query. This is the same as AD0*8 
CommandType&Lum. The possible values are: 

1 - Text 

2 " Table 

4 - Stored Procedure 
8 - Unimown 
256 -File 
512-TableDirect 


cQQunacdtimeout 


Number of seconds until this command times out 


description 


description of this select query 


parameters 


Container of parameter elements 


parameter 


Constitutes the one parameter that can be passed at 
runtime to modify the query text. 


id 


unique parameter name identifying this parameter 


description 


description of this parameter 


datatype 


The data type of this parameter 


min 


The minimum value for this parameter 


max 


The maximum value for this parameter 


examide 


An example for a value passed to this parameter 


autofbrmat 


Specifies whether or not the parameter should be 
autoformatted, i.e. stripped of leading and trailing 
white spaces and that single quotes be replaced with 
2 single quotes. 


statement 


Unlike a select query an action query may contain 
more than one statement, tbat*$ why there is an 
explicit statement element. 


textnode 


is not an element but is mentioned here because in 
this case more than one textnode may be used. This 
contains the acmal query text» e.g. "delete * fi-om 
authors" 


refparameter 


a reference to a defined parameter, that shall be 
replaced at runtiine with the passed value 


id 


the id of the parameter 



Form Templates-Purpose 

5 The purpose of form templates is to have a separate repository for the look and feel of 

the HTML pages in which the forms will be displayed. 
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Sample Folder Structure 



^mflibrary 

I 
I 

5 - tenq)lates 

templates.xml 



- images 



10 



IS — ssscript 

— csscript 

20 

- SMCLook 

Main.asp (required file, must be there and must have that name) 
CS.ASP 
SS.ASP 

25 template.xml (required file, must be there and must have that name) 

I 

I 

— SmcSciDisplay 
pagebaimer.htm (in the exanqile beiow, this one gets copied) 
30 smclogo.gif (in the example below, this one does not get copied, because there is no 

<tenq3lateitem. for it) 

Note: SMCLogo.gif could be in the images folder, but that's iq) to the templates designer 
35 Temj^tes.xml 

< template > 

<teniplate name = "SMC Look"* folder="c:\templates\smclook"/> 
<template name="NlH Look" folder- "c:\tcinplates\nihlook''/> 
40 < /templates > 

Templatcxml 

< template > 

45 < parameters > 

<parametcr id= "formcontact** question =^ "Please enter the eMail address for the form 
contact" typc-"text"/> 

<parameter id= "showpictures" question^ "Do you wish to show pictures for this 
form? " type= "boolean"/ > 
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<parameter id="colorsche3ne'' qaestioD= **Please select the color scheme you wish to 
choose" type= "list" > 

<listitemname=*'golden" valuer"!"/ > 
< listttrai name = "green" value = "2" < / > 
5 < /parameter > 

< /parameters > 
<tenq}lateitem5> 

<templateitejn id=''CS.ASP" scanforparamelers="true" keepname=:= "false" 
subfolder===^"*' allowoverwrite= "false"/ > 
10 < templateitem id = *'pagebanner.htm" scanforparameters = •'false" 

siibfolder=="SmcSciDisplay" keepname="true" allowoverwrite= "false "/> 

<templateitem id^^'pathsettingsjs.asp** scanforparameters = "true" 
folder="LocalServerSideScript" keqpname= "true" 



15 allowoverwiite^ "false"/ > 
</teQq>Iateiteni5> 
< /template > 

Note: 

20 - Main. ASP must exist and will be renamed according to the name chosen by the forms 
designer/publisher. 

- Per the definition used in this context, a templateitem is one that needs to be copied. 

- All templateitems must reside inside or below the template folder. 

25 Note: 

- The name of the schema must be provided by the publishing wizard (no user input necessary) 

- The name of the publishingfolder, where the ASP pages will be copied to. is provided by the 
publish,ASP page, {the publishingfolder is the one where main.asp and all other relevant 
items will be copied to) 

30 - name of the template is provided by user {earher on) 

- The name of the resulting ASP page / form (e.g. Leave. ASP) is provided by the end user. It 
does not however have to be put into the teniplate, because this is always needed. 

Publishing Process 

35 

The publishing process was previously described in detail in relation to Fig. 5. The following 
material suppl^ents that description. 

InitiBtion 

40 1 . First, the user saves the form. The user will be prompted to start the publishing 
wizard. If yes is selected then the wizard is started. 
2. User selects the form and chooses "publish to v^eb.** 

List of publishing folders 

45 

Per "publish.asp" there shall be one XML file diat lists all available publishing folders. It 
should look as follows: 



<foIdcrs> 
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< folder Bame= "General Forms" path="c:\iDetpub\wwwroot\generalforms"/> 
< folder name^ "HR Forms" path^^ "c;\inetpub\wwwTOot\hrforms"/ > 
< /folders > 

5 Communication between VB wizard and publish-asp 
Step 1: Present list of templates to user. User selects one. 

Step 2: If there are any parameters, present corresponding questions and let user enter them 
one by one. 

10 Step 3 : If there is more than one publishing folder, present list of publishing folders. 
Step 4: Display name of the resulting form. (Default to name of schema). User clicks 
Publish. 

Note: the path to "publish.asp'' is set in the config file and can also be called a difierent name. 
15 Example Operations 

1 . Get a list of tmplates : 

< request > 

< action> GetTemplatesList < /action > 
20 </request> 

< response > 

<teiiq)lates> 

< template name= "SMC Look"/ > 
25 <template name= ''Nffl Look7> 

</taxq)lates> 
< /response > 

Note: the folder attribute should not be sent to the client to hide this information (e.g. use 
30 database later on instead of foldra^) 

2. Get parameters for specific template and the list of jmblishing folders 

< request > 

35 • < action > GetParameters AndPublishingFoldcrs < /action > 

< parameter > NlHLook < /parameter > 
</reqtMst> 

< response > 

40 < parameters > 

< parameter id= ^fonncontact" question^ "Please enter the eMail address for 
the form contact" type = "text"/ > 

< parameter id^'showpicmres" question = "Do you wish to show pictures for 
this form?" type= "boolean"/ > 
45 < parameter id — "colorscheme" question== **Please select the color scheme you wish to 

choose'' type= "list" > 

<listitem show='* golden''/ > 

<listitem show "red"/ > 

< /parameter > 
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30 



35 



40 



45 



< /parameters > 

< folders > 

< folder name= "General Forms"/ > 

< folder naine= "HR Fonns"/ > 
< /folders > 

< /response > 

3, 

< request > 

< action > formcxists < /action > 

< publisbingfolder > General Forms < /publishingfolder > 

< foramame > Leave < /formname > 
< /request > 

if form exists 

< response > true < /response > 
else 

< response > false < /response > 
4. 

< request > 

< action > publish < /action > 

< template > NiliLook < /template > 

< formschemaname > Leave < fonnschemaname > 

< publishingfolder > General Forms < /publishingfolder > 

< formtitle > Leave Application < /formtitle > 

< formsdiemaname > Leave < /formscbemaname > 

< piarameters > 

< parameter id = "formcontact" > Sanjeev^Science- 
Management xom < /parameter > 

< parameter id ^ showpictures > true < /parameter > 

< parameter id ^'colorscheme" > golden < /parameter > 
< /parameters > 
< /request > 

if successful: 

< response/ > 

else: 

< exception id = " 15 " > could not access file c: ... < /exception > 
Processii^ 

In a preferred embodiment, the processing is inq>lemented right away in a synchronous 
manner. However, this will not always be the case, e.g., when the publishing needs to be 
reviewed and approved before it may be published. In this case it would &st get passed to the 
authorizing person, and only when approved would the actual publishing be performed. 
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To enable easy switching to a disconnected processing, all of the data that is required 
for the actual processing of the publication is put into one XML document and passed to a 
''publish'' function. This will aUow the publishing process to remain identical when there is a 
switch to asynchronous processing. 
S The processing that then takes place first scans and then copies the "Main.ASP" fSe, 

and dien any other templateitems, and creates subfolders as needed. 

Each publication is joumalled as part of the processing, so that this can be used later 
for evaluation, tracking and other purposes. The joumaling should preferably inchidc all of 
the infonnalion regarding a publication. 
10 Sample ASP page 

<html> 
<% 

blnShowPictures = <replaceme id="showpictures"></rq)laceme> 
15 If blnShowPictures Then 
%> 

<img. 

<% 

Else 

20 %> 



For questions please contact <replaceme id« "fbrmcontact" > </rq>laceme> 
</html> 

25 

Absolute vs. Relative Patbs 

The template designer uses an "#include ffle=.." for template items that get copied 
(and uses a relative path setting for this), and uses a "i^include virtual^.. " for files that not to 
30 be copied. 

Similarly, for images one would use an absolute path if they are to remain in the 
template folder. However, care has to be taken not to hardwire the actual web server path, as 
otherwise one would have to change several settings if one wanted to move from one server to 
another, such as for debugging. Instead, one should use the WEBSERVERPATH variable that 
35 is set in patbsettingsjs.asp 

An example of an absolute path: 

< img src= " < % =WEBSERVERPATH% > /^mflibrary/images/logos/nihlogo.gir alt 
width==:"110" height:="103'' align="top"> 

40 

An example of a relative path: 

<img src=**../images/logos/mhlogo.gir alt width="110" heighis'lOS" aligns "top" > 
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Note: the same applies to other files with a source attribute, such as Script. 

The present invention is a unique product, which inchides a rich Integrated Development 
5 Environment (IDE), and a powerful runtime environinent. The invention allows users to 
create powerful web based applications using, by way of example, a 4GL Rapid Application 
Development (RAD) environment. The invention is unique in a variety of important aspects 
which include the following: 

• One aspect is a hierarchical graphical user interface (GUI) that focuses on content instead 
10 of on presentation, unlike other tools of this kind, which focus on layout and presentation 

and are therefore far more time consuming. Such other tools are far more time-^nsuming 
to maintam for the same reason. 

• One aspect of the invention is the ease of creation AND maintenance of applications, and 
allows for easy reuse of form pages/sections/elements metadata, and presentation 

15 information as well as easy maintenance of these items. 

• One aspect of the invention focuses on coimplete separation of tiers in every aspect of the 
product. This is done to enable independent creation and maintenance of distinctly separate 
parts of an application. It allows non-technical people to develop the metadata of web 
based applications, leaving a minimal amount of work for the web developers (templates 

20 and regular expressions) and the database developers (database queries). 

For this aspect, each of the following is stored in a difEierent XML document and is 
accessed from different tools in the IDE. Each can therefore be performed by different 
people, and can be mamtained separately: 

• the database configuration information 
25 • the database queries 

• the application presentation tenq^lates 

• the application metadata 

• the field validation code 

• custom iDpfat patterns/masks for composite fields 

30 • The mvention does not require the use of a specialized 'viewer' by users of applications 
developed using the invration. The only 'viewer* required is a standard browser. 

• The inventicm uses two different presentations of the same metadata to support XML- 
enabled browse and non-XML-enabled browsers without any additional development 
effort by users of the program. XML-enabled browsers perform most processing on the 

35 client and» due to less roundtrips to the server, have greatly improved response times. 
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• The inventjon uses a queue-based n-tier architectore to increase scalabiliiy and reliability, 

• The invention uses the eAgent Architecture on the back end to perfcmn multiple scalable 
and customizable actions and work flows using data obtaixied from the Invention 
applications. 

5 • 

The following lists more details of the variety of new aspects of the present invention. 

1) Integrated Development Environment 

The Inventive Integrated Development Environment (IDE) allows users to quickly 
10 create and maintain web-based applications. The IDE uses a Microsoft Management Console- 
style interface in one embodiment with a tree view representing die form applications, queries, 
regular expressions and e Agents. 

a) Architecture 

The IDE architecture is unique. 
15 i) The User Interface configuration for individual users is stored in an XML file. 

This information specifies which parts of the IDE to load at run time (for example, the 

configuration file can specify that only the Forms designer part of the IDE should be 

loaded, and leaving the Regular Expression, (Series, and eAgent sections out of the 

IDE for that user. 

20 ii) Substantially only Form schema is stored in a unique XML file 

« Separating these form schema files from template files makes applications far 
more maintainable. 

• The design stores substantially only the metadata/sch^na in the XML file used 
to represent die form. The presentation data is separately stored in a 

25 combination of CSS (cascadmg style sheet), XSL, and ASP files. ASP files 

are used to store the *tenq>lates' of one or more forms, and these templates 
form the surrounding graphical presentation of the form. To represent the 
form fields. CSS files and XSL files are used to convert the XML metadata to 
HTML for presentation. The advantage of this is that it is very easy to change 

30 the entire look and feel of a form. This can be done wittiout toudiing the 

XML metadata file. 
b> GrapUc User Interface 

i) The IDE runs over the web or a network - i.e. users can develop forms 
remotely. 
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ii) The IDE determtnes which components of the IDE should be loaded at nintime. 
This is based on an XML configuration file. This allows for different versions of the IDE to. 
be created and deployed very easily. It also allows organizations to give some people access to 
ohfy some aspects of the IDE. Some of these versions may not include parts of Che IDE -* for 

5 txaxaple, the following can be included or excluded: 

• Forms (the Forms designer) 

• Regular Expressions (validation code) 

• Queries (database select queries used to populate form lists) 

• Actions (eAgent actions such as emailing form data and inserting data into the 
10 database 

• Action Queries (database action queries such as insert, update and delete) to be 
used from the Actions/eAgent section 

iii) A method is provided to create a form using a hierarchy of icons with attributes. 
Each form/application is represented as an icon with attributes. The attributes 

15 aUow the user to specify the following: 

Where to store the form on the server 
What to name the form 
What caption the form should have 
Which page to submit the form data to. 
20 • Which graphical tmpiate to use when displaying the form. 

Help text to appear on the form. 
Each form page is represented as an icon one level below the form icon in the 
IDE tree view. The page attributes allow the user to specify the following: 

• The name and cq>tion of the page 

• The order of the page (1^ in the list^ 2"^ etc.) with respect to other pages 
in the form application 

• Help text to appear on this page. 

• Each page section is represented as an icon under the page icon. The section 
attributes allow the user to specify die following: 

30 • The name and caption of the section 

• The order of the section (1*» 2**, etc.) in the current page 

• The help text to appear on dits section 

• Section level validation. 



25 
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Each section element is represented as an icon under the section icon. The 
section element attributes allow the user to specify the fbllowing: 
the location of the element within the section 
element's name and caption 

a valid eTcan^le of what a user can iill in for this element 
the maximum length of this element 
whether this element has a list or not 
a defeult value for this element 
help text for this element 

whether the element is required (must the user complete this element in 
order to submit the form?) 
the data type of the element (int, float, ^c.) 

The capitalization of the element value (all uppar case, all lower case, 
proper case) 

the minimum and maximum values for this element 
the name of the Regular Expression used to validate user input. Also, 
Regular Expressions aire kept in separate XML metadata/schema files. 
However, during form creation, the actual regular expression is inserted 
into the form metadata/schema. 
Simple comparison validation to other fields 
Advanced comparison using ECMAScript (JavaScript) 
if the control used for this form is a list, whether the list comes form the 
database or not 

if the list comes from the database, the name of the query used, 
database queries are \ised to populate dynamic puU'-down menu choices 
on the form. The database queries arc stored in the metadata/schema 
that describes the form. Database queries are defined in a separate 
section of the IDE and stored in separate XML files, 
database queries can be pre-processed (run at design time) - i.e. the 
results stored in the metadata/schema document that describes the form. 
The control type used for this element 

If the list is not populated from the database, the list values to be used 
for this list. 
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• Whether the cozttrol used for tbis element should be delayed on a sew 
row or not 

• The width of the control used to display the element 

• Whether the control used should wrap to the next line 
5 • The type of control which should be used 

• If the control is a list, whether the list should be nuiltiselect 
» If the control is a list, the prompt to use in the list 

• If the control is a text area, the number of rows and columns to be used. 

iv) A method is provided to publish forms to the web using a wizard which lists 
10 predefined tenqplates and allows a user to select a template for die form, as well as a folder 

location for the form. The basic task of the publishing wizard is to create ASP pages and 
associated files in a publishmg folder that associates/links a form schema with a tenq>late. 
Teizq)late files may have custom parameters/questioos that are displayed inside the publishing 
wizard which allows for flexible on-the fty customizatioga of templates just by answering the 
15 questions faiside the publishmg wizard, 

v) A method is provided to save, create, test and retrieve regular expressions using 
XML files for storage and retrieval. 

• Regular expressions are represented as icons in the GUI 

• Each Regular Expression may be a set of ASCII characters that describes 
20 valid inputs 

• The IDE helps users create Regular Expressions 

• The IDE helps users test Regular Expressions 

• The IDE allows users to import Regular Expressions from an outside data 
file 

25 • This will allow the sales of Regular Expressions on the Web or network 

and their seamless incorporation into the IDE. 

vi) A method is provided to save» create and test database queries 

• Database queries may be represented as icons in the GUI 

• Each Database Query is a custom SQL query that is able to interact with 
30 relational databases. 

• Database connections are described separately - allowing the Database 
Query to be directed at multiple databases. (The database could be MS 
Access, MS SQL Server, Oracle, or other database - the user does not 
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need to specify beforetiand and can switch at any time without affecting the 
foriD.) 

• This gives users the ability to change the database used for a project 
without having to change the form metadata/schema at all. 

5 vii) A method is provided to store and retrieve form elements and form sections in a 

library. Forexanq>le: 

• A Library of Sections and Fields 

• A library fix>m which users can drag and drop form sections and form 
fields mto the form they are cnrrently creating 

10 • LINKED sections and fields will retain the properties described in Oie 

library - then, to make a universal change to a field common to many 
forms, one diange in the library will be reflected in all forms. This 
provides the ability to make a change io a section or form that (optionally) 
automatically changes all related applications in the users' web site. 

15 • COPIED sections and fields will not retain the properties described in the 

library and are customizable for each form. Subsequent changes in due 
library (such as specifying a different database sotnrce) will not be reflected 
in all forms, but only forms that are linked to the library. Users can add 
any section, or field to the library at any time, 

20 2) Invention Runtime Enviroxmienl 

The Invention Runtime Environment is a highly scalable, maintamable, and reliable runtime 
environment that uses data created using the IDE or by other means to serve sophisticated web 
based applications to users with both XML-compatible and non-XML-compatible browsers. 
25 a) Runtime Environment Architecture 

The Invention runtime environmrat is unique and mchides a variety of aspects 
including: 

i) A method to serve two or more distinct versions of the form/application usmg 
30 only one form/application description file. 

• In one aspea» the d^ign automatically creates and maintains two versions 
of each application using only one form in the IDE. This means that users 
of the IDE need only maintain one version of the form/application, but: 
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users of XML-c<»iq)alible browsers are served a quick, efficient, 
dieot-side version of tibie form, which reduces web server load and 
increases client-side perfomiance. This version includes sending 
the schema XML file, and any XSL files, CSS files, and JavaScript 
files for navigation and validation to the browser for processing. 



10 



Users of non-XML-compatible browsers are served a pure 
HTML/CSS version of the form pages which processes each page 
in the form on the server. This version involves processing the 
XML schema file, and any XSL files, JavaSoft files and COM 
components on the server, and sending html and CSS to the 



browser. 



A method is provided (folder architecture) to store web files for ultimate ease of 
maintainability and reuse of application. An important aspect is the fact that the final form 
files can have minimal size (less than 10 lines) because of the fact that they only have the 

15 values that differentiate them fi^om other forms and LINKS to both a fonn schema aiKi a 
template. What makes this possible is the combination of a standardized folder structure with 
Server-Side Includes (SSI) that use absolute paths. SSI are a programmatic construct of Active 
Server Pages that allow the inclusion of content from another file into the existing file at the 
server. The advantage of this approach is the ability to change both the schema and the look 

20 and feel independently both at the time of creation and after the form has been published. 
There is no need to republish the form for these changes take effect; they take immediate 
effect. Also, there is a n:m relationship between a template and a schema, i.e., one ten^)late 
can be used with multiple schemas and one schema can be used with multiple templates. This 
allows for ynavirmiTn reuse. 

25 A company can have a standardized look and feel defined for all its forms or a subset of them, 
and easDy associate schemas with this teiqplate. If the compsaoy wishes to change the 
standardized look and feel, e.g., the name and logo of the company changed, the change has to 
be done only in the template and takes unmediate effect for all the forms that are associated 
with this ten^late. 

30 Reuse of schemas: 

An application service provider (ASP)* in one aspect, may develop and sell a set of 
standardized schemas for work processes. Several companies/customers may wish to use these 
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Standardized scheoias, however they may wish to have their own look and feel with the 
sdiemas. The ASP provides customized templates for each customer, and associates the 
resulting forms with the customized templates and the standard schemas. If there is a need to 
change the schema, e.g./ another field is required, then the ASP only needs to change the 
5 standardized schema and the change takes immediate effect for all forms that link to this 
standardized schema. 
eAgent Architecture 

A further aspect of the invention is the eAgent architecture. It uses a set of COM components 
10 and configurable XML files in a preferred embodiment to determine appropriate actions^ and 
to perform these actions for each XML document received in the queue system. Some of the 
important aspects include: 

i) Pattern-content based selection of actions to be performed - an eAgent manager 
determines which Actionset to perform by searching each incoming XML document for 

15 previously cached XSL patterns. Using XSL patterns, a cxjmponent (the eAgent Manager) 
determines the type of each incoming XML document, and determines which Actionset to 
perform based on the type of XML document involved. The component knows which patterns 
to search for based on the cached XML selector documents. 

ii) A hot-pluggable eAgent component architecture: An architecture in which 
20 ^action* components can be added without having to recompile any code, stop and restart any 

services, or interrupt the functionality in any way. More eAgents (with corresponding aaion 
files) can be added to the system at any time without interruption. All that is needed is that 
any Actionset file which will utilize the new eAgent be updated with the new ProgED of the 
eAgent, and which actions to perform. Since Actionset files are XML documents, this does 
25 not require the stopping and starting or recompiling of any code or code components. 

iii) A business rules system which is diangeable at run-time (without interrupting 
normal operation) ~ the eAgent architecture includes several componmts that implement the 
system business rules or work flow. These are the eAgent Manager, the eAgent Action 
(Coordinator, and the eAgents, in a tiered architecture. However, the business rules themselves 

30 are defined m XML documents which can be changed without reconqpiling any code, and in 
fact can be changed during run-time. (Prior art systems typically would at the very least 
requu-e the system to be stopped and restarted, and in many cases a con^Iete recotxq)iIe of the 
code would be required). 
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iv) A decoupled acdoii set system; The eAgents in the system are self aware only. 
They are not aware of the existence in the system of other eAgents. Despite this, actions can 
be performed whidi transfer information from one eAgent to another. This is done as follows: 
The eAgent Action Coordinator calls an eAgent function and passes the eAgent 
a copy of the routing document, which incorporates both the incommg XML 
document and the results of execution from previous eAgents. It receives back 
the result of the processing as an XML document/element, which it adds to a 
routing document attached to tiie original XML document, before passing the 
original XML document and the routing document to the next eAgent specified 
in the Actionset. Another advantage of this is that there is no possibility for an 
eAgent to corrupt the original message. But more importantly, eAgents need 
not be designed to work in tandem with any other code or components other 
than the eAgent Action Coordinator. 

Specific eAgents 

15 The current implementation of the invention employs several eAgents: 

Action-Query eAgent: 

The Action-Query eAgent allows the system to insert, update and delete data in 
any ODBC and/or OLE DB compatible database. The data from the incoming 
XML document can be m^)ped to fields in the database tables. The mapping is 
20 defined in Action-Query documents and the eAgent uses (his and the incoming 

XML document to insert, update and/or delete data in the database. 

Schema eAgent: 

The sdiema eAgent allows the system to automaticaQy create and update 
database tables and action queries based m the incoming XML document. Using . 
25 this automation fecility radically sunplifies the development of XML to database 

mapping. 

PDF eAgent: 

The PDF eAgent populates an empty PDF form template with data from the 
incoming XML document. The PDF eAgent action document defines the 
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template to use and other relevant parameters. A naming convention is used to 
map the informadon IGrom the incoming XML document to the fields inside the 
PDF form template. 

eMail eAgent: 

5 The eMail eAgent allows the system to send eMails to multiple recipients with a 

subject, a body, and zero or more attachments. The eMail eAgent action 
document constitutes the template for the eMail, and is used in coordination 
wiA the incoming XML document to construct the eMail. 

Script eAgent: 

The script eAgent allows an ActiveScript, such as one written in VBScript, 
JavaScript or Perl, to perform any action on the imoming XML document. As 
these scripts have access to COM conq)onents on the system^ including the 
database, file system, eMail and other components, these scripts offer an 
enormous amount of flexibility. The access to the incoming XML document is 
simplified by providing an object model for the script to use. 

Sample workflow (simplified): 

Business Task 

The time for proc^sing of ''request for leave" forms must be improved. The 
HR manager wants to be immediately notified of new requests for leave. S/he 
20 also wants a database of all requests so s/he can view leave-related reports. In 

addition, due to company policies, s/he also needs the requests in writing, 
signed by the person requesting the leave. Ideally, the data should only be 
entered once. 

Technical Implementation 

25 The form ^Request For Leave" is filled out in the browser by the person 

requesting the leave. When the user submits his/her request the request for leave 
application (XML document) is submitted to a queue. The queue manager 42 
picks it up from the queue and passes it on to the eAgent manager 44, which 
determines the corresponding Actionset. The Actionset encompasses four 
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acdons: 

The first action is passed to the Action-Query eAgeut with the document ID of 
"insertLeave". The Action-Query eAgent reads the action document and then 
inserts the relevant data from the XML document into the database and returns 
5 execution to the eAgent Action Coordinator 46, indicating that it has 

successfully complied it's task. In this way, all requests are recorded in a 
database which can be utilized for analysis and reporting purposes. 

The eAgent Action Co<xdinator 46 then calls the PDF eAgent with the ''leave'* 
action ID. The PDF eAgent reads the action document, finds the location and 
10 parameters of the PDF form template and using a naming convention, fills all 

fields in the tonplate widi the corresponding parts of the XML document and 
saves (he resulting PDF document. In addition to retumiog a success code, it 
documents the location of this PDF document in the routing document for later 
use. 

15 The third action involves sending the person who submitted the leave request an 

eMail with the PDF document as an attachment that was created in the previous 
action. For this the eMail eAgent is called with the "'leaveAck" action document 
ID. The eMail eAgrat loads diis action document and constructs an eMail, 
which contains the person who submitted the leave request as a recipieat and 

20 contams the PDF form as an attachm^. The eMail eAgent then sends this 

eMaD to the person requesting the leave. To fulfill the current cQnq>any 
regulations, that person can then print out the PDF form, sign it and pass it on 
to the HR department. There is no need to enter the data a second time. The 
eAgent returns a success code to die eAgent Action coordinator 46. 

25 The fourth action involves sending the HR manager an eMail. The eMail eAgent 

is called by die eAgent Action Coordinator 46 with the "leaveHR" action 
document ID. The eMail eAgent reads the action document and constructs and 
sends the eMail to the HR manager. 

Addiiional e-commerce aspects 

30 Faced with today's new, rapidly expanding marketplace, e-commeroe merchants have 

found themselves unable to efGciently and effectively communicate their orders to suppliers 

-52- 



BNSOCKID: <WO 0137170(^3 M> 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



wo 01/37170 



PCTA1S(K)/31221 



and unable to obtain vital business process infbnnation^ such as real-time inventory levels. Up 
until now, it has been extremely difficult for companies to conduct business over the Internet 
because of the lack of a single technical vocabulary for describing business processes. 

The only widely adopted e-commerce transaction solution today. Electronic Data 
5 Interchange (EDI), has fostered a fragmented market, where trading partners have created 
''islands of standardization" which support only specific vendors and implementations. Each 
interconnection must be carefully mapped from a source system to the receiving system and 
maintained individualfy as source and receiving systems evolve. Each new trading partner 
adds to the staggering number of unique combinations which must be individuaUy structured 
10 and maintained— resulting in global technical gridlock. 

EDI's high costs, low ROI and limited services have restricted its market penetration to 
less than 2% of all US businesses. 

Online Transaction Clearinghouse Solution 

The eAgent tiered configuration, described as one aspect of the present Invetttion^ 
15 possesses the unique cs^ability to provide an unlimited volume and variety of lowest-cost 
transactions between any vendor and any supplier, through an online transaction clearinghouse. 

Based on open Internet technologies and standards, including XML, this aspect of the 
present mvention fulfills a specific niche that has not« until now, been successfully addressed. 
Using muldple, geographically-dispersed high-capacity servers, this aspect of the invention 
20 allows the receipt and processing of intelligent business-to-business (b2b) transaction and 
workflow instructions, including purchase orders, payment and fulfillment instructions, and 
price and inventory requests. 

This aspect of the present invention facilitates seamlessly mtegrating all transactions, 
and will guarantee the distribution of correct transaction instructions, regardless of the ERP 
25 systems; legacy systems, or databases used by suppliers and merchants mvolved in the 
transaction. The online transaction clearinghouse facilitated by the present invention is a 
complete supply-side transaction solution designed to maximize accessibility, reliability, 
responsive service and speed of fulfillment. 

Each transaction in accordance with this aspect of the present invention relies on the 
30 following services, each of which may be contained within the Forms Web site: 

1. The Guaranteed Transaction. E-commerce Wdb sites and/or Forms web sites wiU send 
secure* XML-formatted transports to a global array of Message Queue (MQ) Servers, all 
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poised to capture each e-commercc transaction and forward it to the closest facility. If one 
MQ Server goes off-line» any of the others will step in to seamlessly take its place. 

2. The Business Rules Package. The E-commerce Web site' transaction instructions and 
Forms environment will contain business rules, in addition to the basic transaction that will 
5 be executed using the described eAgent workflow engine. 
The eAgent. 

This aspea of the Invention will use the eAgent architecture to transfer orders and data 
requests (such as status of order) to a merchant's back-end system and receive information, as 
appropriate* 

10 This e-commerce aspect of the present Invention is the only solution to fully address all 

four major sources of transaction costs: 

1. The asynchronous systems architecture and intelligent eAgent technology of this e- 
connnerce a^ect of the invention together provide an unlimited capacity to receive, 
store and process information. This imique combination of capabilities engenders near- 

15 zero marginal quantitative and qualitative costs of new transactions. 

2. This e-commerce a^ect of the Invention assures transaction reliability, on-time payment 
and low charge-back rates. 

3. This e-commerce aspect of the present invention provides timely market intelligence and 
an online adjustable 'smart' business logic vehicle, which combine to enable instant 

20 reactions to market fluctuations. 

4. This e-commerce aspect of the present Invention drives transaction services and buyer- 
supplier relationships toward perfect coicpetition, continually reducing the *asset 
specificity' portion of the transaction cost. 

This e^ommerce aspect of die Invention enables enterprises to create a universally 
25 accessible value web of increasingly complex* interlocking products and cross-selling 
arrangements. 

From Ae above, it can be seen that unportant aspects of the present invention include: 
• Use of a tiered software architecture that does not compromise on scalability, 
maintainability and performance. 
30 • Ease of integration: The present invention offers exertional ability to 

integrate the submitted form data with any other coiqputer system or user by 
having schema and captured data as an XML document. 
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• Uses one metadata description of forms to display multiple outputs (client*side 
DHT14L/XML/XSL, or server-side Active Server Pages (ASP), or many other 
possibilities.) 

• Simplicity. A forms designer needs to only be able to use one sinq>le gr^hical 
5 user interface to create, administer and publish powerful forms to the 

Intranet/Internet without the need to have any know-how in the areas of 
HTML/ASP/XML/XSL/CSS/Regular Expressions/JavaScript etc. 
Using this innovative approach, the present Invention can be developed and deployed 
by non-programmers in a short period of time, and over the Internet or over a network. 

10 Changes to forms (maintenance) can be made even more quickly than form creation (again 
over the Internet). The preset invention supports all of the major browsers and is hig^y 
scalable, fast and maintainable. And, by having the submitted data available as XML, the 
results can be easily integrated into any other system. Before the present invention, developing 
online forms with fields, validation, a preview page, and sqyarate versions for lES.O and 

IS Netscape would have taken a fully qualified programmer several weeks. Maintaining such an 
application would have taken the same programmer far longer. 

The foregoing description of the preferred embodiment of the Invention has been 
presented for purpose of illustration and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to 
limit the Invention to the precise form disclosed, and modifications and variations are possible 

20 in light of the above teachings or may be acquired from practice of the invention. The 
embodiments were chosen in order to explain the prmciples of the Invention and its practical 
^plications in order to enable one skilied in the art to utilize the Invention in various 
embodiments and with various modifications as are suited to the particular use contemplated. 
It is intended that the scope of the Invention be defined by the claims appended hereto, and 

23 their equivalents . 
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WE CLAIM: 

L An integrated development method for creating forms, comprising the steps of: 
storing at least one schema for a form in a first file at a computing resource, wherein 

said schema comprises minimal user interface representations; 

accessmg at least one template of a form in at least one second file sq>arate fi-om said 

first file, wherein each of said templates comprises a user interface representation of said 

form; 

selecting one of said at least one template and one of said at least one schema; and 
creatmg at least one linking file that links said selected schema and said selected 
template. 

2. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein said schema storing step comprises the 
step of storing a plurality of different schema. 

3. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein a plurality of different templates can be 
accessed in said tenqplate accessing step. 

4. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein said schema storing step comprises the 
step of storing a plurality of different schema. 

5. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein said schema storing st^ comi»ises . 
creating said schema, including the step of copying at least one element ficom a different 
schema into said schema being created. 

6. A method as defined m claim 1, wherein said schema storing step conq}ri5e8 the 
step of copying at least one element firom a database of reusable elements to form said schema. 

7. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein said schema storing step comprises the 
step of linking at least one elenoent mto said schema from a database of reusable elements. 

8. A method as defined in clahn 7, wherein said reusable elments are fields. 

9. A method as defined in claim 7 wherein said reusable elements is a plurality of 
said fields. 

10. A method as defined in claim 7, wherein said reusable elements are queries. 
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11. A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the step of 

creating said schema, including the steps of selecting query information from a query 
information database separate from said first and second files, and incorporating said query 
information into said schema. 

12. A method as defined in claim II, wherein said query information is linked to 
said schema. 

13. A method as defined in claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

creating said schema, includmg the steps of selecting a regular expression from a 
regular expression database separate from said first and second files, and incorporating said 
regular expression into said schema so as to validate inputted data. 

14. A method as defined in claim 13» wherein said selected regular expression is 
linked into said schema. 

15. A method as defmed in claim 1, iiirther comprising the step of creating said 
schona, including the steps of selecting a user-defined control from a custom database separate 
from said first and second files« incorporating said user-defined control into said schema so as 
to provide improved input for fields made up of a plurality of variable and fixed text elements. 

16. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein said schema storing step comprises the 
step of storing said schema in a data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism. 

17. A method as defined in claim 16, wherein said data-centric hierarchical storage 
and retrieval mechanism is XML. 

18. A method as defined in claim 1, fiuifaer comprising the steps of at runtime 
converting said schema to an interlace with a user. 

19. A method as defined in claim 18« wherein said converting step comprises 
converting the schema to HTML. 

20. A method as defined in claim 15, wherein said schema includes elements with 
attributes. 

21 . A m^od as defined in claim 20, fiutfaer comprising the step at runtime of using 
attribute based validation to validate end user input data. 

-57- 



eNStXXao-. <WO 0137170A3JA> 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



wo 01/37170 



PCT/USOO/31221 



22. A method as defined in claim 21, further comprising the step at runtime if an 
error is discovered during said validation step, including an error flag and an associated error 
message in said schema or separate schema in said data-centric hierarchical storage and 
retrieval mechanism. 

23. A method as defined in claim 22, wherein said error message is presented to a 

user. 

24. A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the step of: allowing the 
separate creation and noodification of parts of the forms creation and maintenance process and 
tfaerd>y allowing specialization of tasks* 

25. A method as defined in claim 24, wherdn said tasks include designing queries, 
regular expressions, user-defin^ controls, templates and forms creation and processing of the 
submitted of data. 

26. A method as defmed in claim I, wherein said schema comprises at least one 
field; and 

forther comprising a field library separate from said first and second files for storing 
one or more fields; and 

wherein said schema storing step comprises the steps of: 

storing in a file a schema comprising a link to said at least one field in said field 
library; and 

storing in a file a transformed schema tiiat does not include said link to said at least 
one field, but rather contents of that field 

27. A method as defined in claim 26, wherem said schema includes a plurality of 
said fields, and wherein said schema includes links to at least two different fields in said field 
library. 

28. A method as defined in claim 26, wherein for a field that is changed in said field 
library, updating a plurality of said schema that contain a link to said changed field. 

29. A method as defined in claim 28, wherein said updating step includes the steps 
of retransfbnning said schema. 
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30. A method as defined in clatm 28, wherein said updating step comprises 
performing said updating step during runtime. 

31. A method as defined in claim 1, whereiin said linking file creating step 
comprises the steps of creating a linking file for a data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval 
mechanism user-interface program, and creating a linking file for a non-^ta centric 
hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism enabled user-interface program. 

32. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein a navigation engine can navigate 
among a plurality of sections, and wherein said schema storing step comprises a step of 
storing a schema with at least two sections. 

33. A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the step of defining tenq^late 
specific customization questions. 

34. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein said schema comprises at least one 
field; and further comprising the step of creating a schema and storing a schema including a 
link from said one field to a field in said field library of reusable fields; and storing a 
transformed schema with no links. 

35. A method as defined in claim I, if a user interfoce program is not compatible 
with a data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism, then creating a unique 
identifier at runtime for an instance of one said storage sdiemas. 

36. A method as defined in claim 35, wherein said unique identifier is passed 
between a navigation engine in said computing resource to and from a user interlace program 
at a user location. 

37. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein at runtime submitted end user data is 
written to a queue. 

38. A method as defined in claim 37, wherein a log of transactions is created for 
said queue. 

39. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein for a user interface program that is 
compatible with a data centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism^ at runtime 
selecting a schema and sending said selected schema to said user mterface program as an island 
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of data in accordance with said data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism, 
within a form page in presentation language. 

40. A method as defined in claim 39, wherein said selected schema is in the form of 
an XML island in an HTML page. 

4 L A method to publish forms comprising the steps of: 
creating a schema; 

providing a list of predefined tenqplates; 
selecting a template; 
selecting a publishing destination; and 
linking said schema to said selected template. 

42. A method as defined in claim 41, further comprising the step of responding to 
template specific customization questions and linking responses to said selected template. 

43. A method for creating a regular expression file comprising the steps of: 
inputting and presenting a name for a regular expression; 

inputting and presenting a pattern for a regular expression that is to be used in a 
validation engine; 

iiq)utting and presentii^ an error message for user inputs that do not match said patteni; 

inputting at least one test case; and 

comparing said test case to said pattern; and 

presenting a message in response to said comparison step. 

44. A method as defined in claim 43, further including the step of iiq)utcing and 
presrating a description of said regular expression. 

45. A method as defined in claim 43, further comprising the step of inputtmg and 
presenting at least one valid example of said pattern. 

46. A navigation engine program product^ comprising: 

a conqmter usable medium havmg computer readable program code embodied therein 
comprising: 

first code for transforming data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism 
data to presentation language; 
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second code for receiving data in presentation language and converting said received 
data to said data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism; 
third code for performing attribute based validation on said data; 
fourth code for providing navigation among present pages; and 
fifth code for saving said data in response to a command. 

41. A computer program product as defined in claun 46, wherein said third code 
operates to perform said attribute validation only after said data has been converted to said 
data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechaniss) by said second code. 

48. A method for processing forms on a user-interfece program, comprising the 
steps of 

receiving an engine and a file with a form including a schema and a tenq>late in data- 
centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism; 

transfonniag with said engine said form from said data-centric hierarchical storage and 
retrieval mechanism into presentation language and presenting said form at said user-interface 
program; 

receiving user input data in said presentation language; 

converting said user input data to said data-cratric hierarchical storage and retrieval 
mechanism; 

performing attribute based validation on said converted user input data; 

incorporating any error detected in said validation step in said data-centric hierarchical 
storage and retrieval mechanism into. said form schema or separate form schema; 

converting said any error into jHesentation language and presenting an error message 
associated therewith to said user; 

allowing said user to correct said user mput data, if necessary; and 

saving said user input data. 

49. A method as defined in claim 48, wherein said form transforming step 
comprises the step of receiving a schema as an island in the format of a data centric 
hierarchical stor^e and retrieval mechanism in a form page represented in presentation 
language. 

50. A method as defined m claim 49, wherem said schema is stored as an XML 
island in an HTML page. 
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51. A metliod as defined in 48, furd^ comprismg die stsp of presenting a preview 
of said form to said user widi said user input data incorporated thereiu. 

52. A method as defined in claim 48, fimher comprising the step of allowing said 
user to navigate among different sections in said form. 

53. A method as defined in claim 48, further comprising the step of submitting user 
data and writing said submitted user data to a queue. 

54. A method as defined in claim S3, farther comprising the stq) of creating a log of 
transactions of said schema. 

55. A runtioie environment m^hod for an electronic forms applications, comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving a forms request from a user-interface program; 

determining if said user-interface program is ccmipatible or not compatible with a data- 
centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism; 

sending from a conq^uting resoxu'ce to said user-interface program, if said user-interface 
program is compatible with said language, a schema file containing form information to be 
inserted into a form tenoplate and a form navigation engine and a form input validation engine; 
and 

if said usCT>inter£ace program is not compatible with said storage and retrieval 
mechanism, sendmg user input information to said computing resource for processing and 
sending a presentation language version^of form pages resulting fix>m said computing resource 
processing back to said user-interface program. 

56. A method as defined in claim 55, wherein at runtime the step is performed of 
using attributes to validate end user input data. 

57. A method as defined in claim 55, where at runtime the step is performed of 
writing results of said validation and any error message associated (herewith into said schema. 

58. A method as defined in claim 55, if a user interface program is not compatible 
with said data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism, tfara creating a unique 
identifier at runtime for forms processed at said conq>uting resource. 
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59. A method as defined in claim 55^ wfaereiti said imique identifier is passed 
between a navig^on engjne in said c<»nputing resource to and from said user interface 
program at a nser location. 

60. A method as defined in claim 55, wherein at runtime submitted end user data is 
written to a queue. 

61. A method as defined in claim 60, wherein a log of transactions is created for 
said queue. 

62. A method as defined in claim 55, wherein for a user interface program that is 
compatible with a data centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism, at runtime 
selecting a schema and sending said selected schema to said user inter£ice program as an island 
of data in accordance with said data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism, 
within a form page in presentation language. 

63. A method as defined in claim 62, wherein said selected schema is in the form of 
an XML island in an HT^fL page. 

64. A method for creating a form file comprising the steps of: 
storing in a form file a path to a schema m a first file at a storage location; 

storing in said form file a path to a template in a second file different from said first file 
at a storage location; and 

storing said form file at a user location. 

65. A method as defined in claim 64, wherein said step of storing said form file 
includes the step of storing customization information for a teni^late. 

66. A method as defined in claim 64, wherein storing ssdd form file step includes 
the step of storing customization information for a form. 

67. A method as defined in claim 64, wherein said stored paths are absolute paths. 

68. A method for perfonning customized actions in a computing envuronment, 
comprising the stq>s of: 

providing at least oi^ selector file, each selector file containing at least one selector 
pattern and associated with an actionset that contains at least one action, wherein said at least 
one action contains at least an eAgent ID and an associated action document ID; 
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obtaining a document for processing from a queue; 

seardung said document for a match to at least one of said selector patterns of sa^ 
selector files; 

if a match is fomid for one of said selector patterns, executing said at least one action icL 
said Actionset associated with said matched selector file, including loading an eAgent specified 
by said eAgent ID; and 

said eAgent reading an acdon document specified by said assodated action document 
ID and performing an action specified therein. 

69. A method as defined in claim 68» further comprising the step of obtaining a 
document for processing from one of a plurality of said queues. 

70. A method as defined in claim 68, further comprising the st^s of: creating a 
routing document; attaching said document to said routing document; and attaching 
information to said routing document. 

71. A method as defined in claim 70, wherein said information attached to said 
routing document relates to a status of the action. 

72. A method as defined in claim 70, wherein said information attached to said 
routing document comprises result information from said action performed by said eAgent 

73. A method as defined in claim 72» wherein said information is readable by a 
diiTerent eAgent. 

74. A method as defined in claim 70, wherein said information attaching step 
comprises attaching said information only ftom non-eAgents. 

75. A method as defined in claim 68, wherein said document is in a format of a 
data-centric hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism. 

76. A method as defined in claim 68, wherein said document is in XML. 

77. A method as defined in claim 68, wherein said selector file, roxiting document, 
Actionset and action documents are in a format of a data-centric hierarchical storage and 
retrieval mechanism. 
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78. A method as defined in claim 68, wheiein said selector file, routing document, 
Actionset and action documents are in XML. 

79. A method as defined in claim 70, wherein said information attached to said 
documenl: comprises an indication of status of said action by said eAgent. 

80. A method as dejSned in claim 68, further comprising the step of creating a 
completion file, wherein said routing document is stored in the format of a data-centric 
hierarchical storage and retrieval mechanism. 

81. A method as defined in claim 80, wherein said conq}letion fUe is stored to a 

queue. 

82. A method as defined in claim 70, wherein said information attached to said 
routing document comprises a thne stamp of at least when the action was completed. 

83. A medaod as defined in claim 70, further conq)ri5ing the step of determining if a 
second action is present with an associated second document ID and a second eAgent ID; 

said eAgent associated with said second eAgent ID reading an action document 
specified by said second action documoit ID and performing an action specified therein; 
attaching information to said routing document; and 

sending said routing document with said attached information to said completion file. 

84. A mediod as defined in claim 70, further comprising the step of determining if a 
match to a second selector pattern in said selector files is found* and if said match to said 
second selector file is found, executing a second Actionset associated with said matdied second 
selector file, including loading an eAgent specified by an eAgent ID in said second Actionset; 

said eAgeni reading an action document associated with an action document ID in said 
second action set and performing an action specified therein; and 
attaching information to said document. 

85. A method as defined in claim 68, wherein said Actionset contains another 
Actionset. 

86. A method as defined in claim 68, wherein said Actionset contains at least one 
command from a set of commands conqirising branching and repetition commands. 
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87. A mecbod as defined in claim 68, wherein said Actionset contains a parallel 
execution command. 

88. A method as defined in claim 68, wherein said Actionset contains a time 
controlled execution command, 

89. A method as defined in claim 68, wherein said providing step includes providing 
a plurality of selector files, with each of said selector files containing a priority relative to 
other selector files. 

90. A system for g^erating forms in a computing environment, comprising: 
a sdiema database; 

a tenq)late database separate from said schema database; and 

at kast one liiikage file» each containing code to link a selected schema with a selected 
template. 

91. A system as defined in claim 90, further comprising : a database of validation 
patterns separate from said schema database and said ten:qplate database; and a database of 
query information s^arate from said sch^a database and said template database 

92. A system as defined in claim 91, further oonq>rising a plurality of different 
forms creation modules, with each of said modules providing a different method of 
manipulating one or more of s>aid databases. 

93. A system as defined in claim 91, further comprising a forms designer 
configuration database lisdng which of said modules are to be used by different forms 
designers at runtime. 

94. A system as defined in claim 92, wherein said plurali^ of modules includes a 
forms creation modules for allowing a forms designer to create a schema with validation. 

95. A system as defined in claim 92 wherein said plurality of modules includes a 
forms creation module for allowing a forms designer to selea' regular expressions from said 
regular expression database for use in said validation. 

96. A system as defined in claim 94, wherem said forms creation modules includes 
code to provide a link in said schema to said selected regular expression in said regular 
expression database. 
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97. A system as defined in claim 92, wherein plurali^ of modules includes: 

a forms creation module for allowing a forms designer to select query information from 
said query information database to create elements in said schema, 

98. A system as defined in claim 97, wherein said query selecting forms creation 
module includes code to provide a link in a sdiema to said selected query infonnation in said 
qu^ database. 

99. A system as defined in claim 97, wherein said plurality of modules includes a 
regular expressions module for allowing said forms designer to add/change regular expressions 
in said regular expressions database. 

100. A system as defined in claim 92» wherein said plurality of different forms 
creation modules includes a query information module for allowing said forms designer to 
add/diange queiy information in said query infonnation database. 

101. A system as defined in claim 90, further comprising an elements database for 
storing a plurality of diffiearent elements that may be reused in forms. 

102. A system as deimed in claim 92, further comprising an actions module for 
including code for controlling at least one eAgent. 

103. A system as defined in claim 92, further con^rising a custom module for 
creation of user-defined controls. 

104. A system as defined in claim 92, wherein said plurality of modules includes a 
forms creation modules for allowing a forms designer to select a user-defined control. 

105. A system for performing actions on documents in a computing environment, 
comprising: 

a selector file database containing a plurality of selector files; 
an Actionset database containing a phirality of Actionsets; 
wherein each selector file is associated with exactly one Actionset; 
an eAgent specific action document database containing a plurality of action documents 
that are specific to eAgents; 

wherein each of said Actionsets is associated with at least one action document. 
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106. A system as defined in claim IQS, further ccnnprisiDg at least one creation 
module for creating and/or manipulating entries in one of said databases. 

107. A system as defined in claim 105, farther comprising: 

code for specifying at least one of said selector files from said selector file database; 
code for specifying at least one of said Actionsets from said Actxonset database; 
code for specifying at least one of said eAgent specific action documents of said eAgent 
specific action documents; 

code for linking said specified selector file with said specified Actionset; and 
code for linicing said specified Actionset with said specified action docnntent. 

108. A conq)iiter program product for an integrated development environment, 
comprising: 

a conpiter usable medium having a computer readable code embodied therein, 
comprising: 

presentation host code, said presentation host code including shared user interface and 
logic code components, code for reading a IDE configuration, and code for loading any IDE 
component code and business logic components code as defined in said IDE configuration; 

at least one IDE component code loaded by said presentation host on said user-interface 
program, said IDE component code including a user interface; and 

at lease one business logic component code loaded by said presentation host , on said 
user-interface program, said business logic component code defining the intenelationships 
between objects represented in said user interface. 

109. A computer program product as defined in 108, further including a data access 
abstraction layer code that allows business components code to read and write information 
to/from a computing resource. 

110* A conq>ater program product as defined in clabn 108. wherein said presentation 
host code runs within a browser. 

111. A computer program product as defined in claim 109, wherein said data access 
layer access allows reading and writing informatk}n to/from a computing resource over a 
communications link. 

-68- 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 

BNSDDCID: <W0 ^013717M3_IA> 



wo 01/37170 PCTAJSOO/31221 

112. A conq)uter program product as defined in claim 109, wherein said data access 
layer access allows reading and writing iniarmation to/from a local computing resource. 

113. A computer program product as deifined in claim 108, wherein said presentation 
bost includes code for sliaring business components code. 

114. A computer program product as defined in claim 108, wherein presentation host 
code, said IDE component code, said business component code, said data access abstraction 
layer code are each on a different tier, wherein a tier permits communication only with 
components in the same or neighboring tiers. 

1 15. An integrated development environment mediod, comprising the steps of: 
loading (Hito a computer resource code in a tiered architecture comprising: 

a presentation host tier diat includes pres^otation host code, said presentation host code 
including shared user interface and logic code components, code for reading a IDE 
configuration, and code for loading any IDE component code and business logic components 
code as defined in said IDE configuration; 

an IDE con[q>onent tier, including at least one IDE component code loaded by said 
presentation bost on said user-interiace program, said IDE component code including a user 
inler&ce; 

a business logic conq>onent tier, including at least one business logic component code 
loaded by said presentation host on said user-interiace program, said business logic conq>onent 
code defining the interrelationships between objects represented in said user interface; 

a data access abstraction layer tier, including a data access abstraction layer code that 
allows business components code to read and write information to/£rom a computing resource; 
and 

communicating with a remote computing resource tiirough use of said data access 
abstraction layer code. 

116. A method as defined in claim US, wherein said communicating step includes 
the step of communicating over die Internet. 

117. A method as defined in claim 115, wherem said communicating step comprises 
the step of communicating with a remote data access tier in said computing resomrce, wherein 
said remote data access tier is a different tier ftom a data tier in said remote computing 
resource. 
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118. A metbod as defined in claim 116, wherein said communicatizig step comprises 
the step of comtnuiucating with a remote data access tier in said compnthig resource, wherein 
said remote data access tier is a different tier from a data tier in said remote conq)uting 
resoiurce. 

119. A computer program product con^rising : 

a medium with macAiine-readable code stored thereon which gives the ability to its 
computer to perform form creation tasks, comprising: 
first code for fiicilitating a schema database; 

second code for facilitating a template database separate from said schema database; 

third code for facilitatii^ at least one linkage file, each containing code to link a 
selected schema in said sdiema database with a selected template in said template database; 

fourth code for facilitating a database of validation patterns separate from said schema 
database and said template database; and 

fifth code for facilitating a database of query information separate from said schema 
database and said template database. 

120. A computer program product as defined in claim 119, further comprising: 
a selector file database containing a plurality of selector files; 

an Actionset database containing a plurality of Actionsets; 

one or more eAgent specific action document databases containing eAgeni specific 
action documents; 

at least one module for creation and manipulation of said databases. 

121. A computer program product as defined in claim 119, finther comprising code 
for a plurality of different forms creation modules, with each of said modules providing a 
different method of manipulating one or more of said databases; and a forms designer 
configuration database listing wliich of said modules that are to be downloaded to different 
forms designers at runtime. 

122. A computer program product as defined in claim 119, wherein said code for 
said plurality of modules includes: 

code for a forms creation modules for allowing a forms designer to create a schema 
with validation, and to select regular expressions from said regular expression database for use 
in said validation. 
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123. A computer program product as dejfined in claim 122, wherein said code for 
said forms creation modules includes code to provide a link in said schema to said selected 
regular e^qpression in said regular expression database. 

124. A computer program product as defined in claim 121, wherein said code for 
said plurality of modules includes: 

code for a forms creation module for alJowing a forms designer to select query 
information from said query information database to create elements in said schema. 

125. A computer program product as defined in clahn 122, wherein said code for 
said forms creation module includes code to provide a link in a schema to said selected query 
information in said query database. 

126. A computer program product as defined in claim 121, wherein said code for 
said plurali^ of modules includes a regular expressions module for allowing said forms 
designer to add/change regular expressions in said regular expressions database. 

127. A computer program product as defined in claim 121, wherein said code for 
said plurality of modules mcludes a queiy information module for allowing said forms designer 
to add/change query information in said query information database* 

128. A con:q>uter program product as defined in clahn 119, further comprising code 
for facilitatiiig an elements database for storing a plurality of differrat elements that may be 
reused m forms. 

129. A computer program product as defined in clahn 119, further comprising code 
for facilitating an actions module for including code for controlling at least one eAgent. 

130. A computer program product as defined in clahn 121, fiirther comprising code 
for facUitatrng a custom module for creation of user-defined controls. 
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